CHERRIES checklist (Checklist for Reporting Results of Internet E-Surveys)
Readiness for digital case-based learning in Community Medicine: a multi-institutional cross-sectional needs assessment of undergraduate medical students in India
	Item category
	Checklist item
	How reported in the manuscript (section)

	Design
	Describe survey design
	Multi-institutional cross-sectional online survey; non-probabilistic sample of undergraduate medical students and interns at five colleges (Methods: Study design and setting; Participants and sampling).

	IRB approval and informed consent
	IRB approval
	Institutional Ethics Committee, JSS Medical College, Mysuru, JSSMC/IEC/972025/01 NCT/2024-25, 10 July 2025; covers all participating colleges (Methods: Ethics; Declarations).

	
	Informed consent
	Study information and consent on the first section of the Google Form, before any questions (Methods: Ethics; Declarations).

	
	Data protection
	Names, roll numbers and college text used only for de-duplication and then removed; analysis on de-identified records with study identifiers (Methods: Data management).

	Development and pre-testing
	Development and testing
	Questionnaire developed by the investigators for this project; 15 items; validity not formally tested, acknowledged as a limitation (Methods: Questionnaire; Discussion: Strengths and limitations; Additional file 1).

	Recruitment process and description of the sample having access to the questionnaire
	Open survey versus closed survey
	Closed survey: the link was shared with student batches by Community Medicine faculty at participating colleges (Methods: Participants and sampling).

	
	Contact mode
	Link distributed to student batches by faculty (Methods: Participants and sampling).

	
	Advertising the survey
	No public advertising; distribution limited to student batches (Methods: Participants and sampling).

	Survey administration
	Web/E-mail
	Web-based survey using Google Forms (Methods: Data collection).

	
	Context
	Institutional teaching context; link shared by Community Medicine faculty (Methods: Study design and setting).

	
	Mandatory/voluntary
	Voluntary (Methods: Participants and sampling; Ethics).

	
	Incentives
	None stated in the manuscript.

	
	Time/date
	6 June 2025 to 29 June 2026; analysis restricted to responses from 10 July 2025 (Methods: Data collection).

	
	Randomization of items or questionnaires
	Not used.

	
	Adaptive questioning
	Not used.

	
	Number of items
	15 items (Methods: Questionnaire; Additional file 1).

	
	Number of screens (pages)
	A consent section followed by the questionnaire items (Methods: Ethics; Additional file 1).

	
	Completeness check
	Not reported; item-level missing data handled by complete-case analysis (Methods: Statistical analysis).

	
	Review step
	Not reported.

	Response rates
	Unique site visitor
	Not applicable (closed survey; site visits not tracked).

	
	View rate (ratio of unique survey visitors/unique site visitors)
	Not applicable; number of students who received the link not known (Discussion: Strengths and limitations).

	
	Participation rate
	Not calculable for the same reason (Discussion: Strengths and limitations).

	
	Completion rate
	Not calculable; 906 submitted responses (Results: Participants).

	Preventing multiple entries from the same individual
	Cookies used
	No.

	
	IP check
	No.

	
	Log file analysis
	No.

	
	Registration
	Name and roll number used to detect repeat submissions; 15 repeat submissions excluded, earliest retained (Methods: Data management; Results: Participants; Fig. 1).

	Analysis
	Handling of incomplete questionnaires
	Complete-case analysis; nine ambiguous answers on prior exposure treated as missing (Methods: Data management; Statistical analysis).

	
	Questionnaires submitted with an atypical timestamp
	Not assessed. Responses received before ethics approval (n = 16) were excluded (Results: Participants).

	
	Statistical correction
	No weighting or propensity adjustment; multivariable models adjusted for institution (Methods: Statistical analysis).


