Supplementary Information

Topic guide for community pharmacist interviews

Topic 1: COPD and its treatment

1. Could you tell me a bit about your knowledge and understanding of COPD? 
2. And a bit about the treatment of COPD exacerbations?

Topic 2: The intervention COPD assessment pathway 

3. I am keen to understand your perspective on the concept of this new delivery pathway. How would you feel about undertaking an assessment of COPD pts within the pharmacy?
4. How acceptable might it be? 
5. How feasible would it be to participate in the pathway as a pharmacist?
6. Any points which may improve the chance of its implementation?
7. Could you suggest any obstacles to its implementation?

Topic 3: Point-of-care blood test

This is a finger prick blood test which would take 5-10 minutes. Portable machine.

8. What would you see as the value/benefit of point-of-care blood tests (POCTs)?
9. Which conditions would be necessary to deliver these tests for COPD patients within the pharmacy? 
E.g. provision of clinical assessment room, surface top to site machine, storage of materials, recording of results. 
10. How would you feel about providing these tests to COPD patients?
11. What might facilitate pharmacists in providing these tests? 
12. Could you describe any obstacles which might make it harder for pharmacists to deliver these tests?
13. Would cost be a factor in providing this service?
14. Do you think an intervention like this assessment pathway and POCTs could be a future role for pharmacists? How might it fit into the concept of the community pharmacist of the future? 
15. How would this fit with the current role of the pharmacist? 
(Does this fit with the direction of travel of the profession in the community?)
16. Might the role of the pharmacist extend to advising on which component of the rescue pack should be taken based on the algorithm/POCT result?
17. How would it be most convenient to communicate the result of the test to the GP surgery? By-pass phone line/email?
18. Would you be consider participating in a future trial of delivering these POCTs to COPD patients?




Topic guide for GP

Topic 1: COPD and its treatment

1. Could you tell me a bit about your knowledge and understanding of COPD? 
2. And a bit about the treatment of COPD exacerbations?

Topic 2: The intervention COPD assessment pathway 

3. How would you feel about sending patient rescue packs to the pharmacy and directing COPD patients to have an assessment within the pharmacy?
4. How acceptable might it be for the practice? 
5. How feasible would it be to participate in the pathway as a GP?
6. Any points which may improve the chance of its implementation?
7. Could you suggest any obstacles to its implementation?

Topic 3: Point-of-care blood test

This is a finger prick blood test which would take 5-10 minutes. Portable machine.

8. What would you see as the value/benefit of point-of-care blood tests (POCTs) vs. usual care?
9. How would you feel about providing support in terms of receiving test results from the pharmacist for COPD patients?
10. What might facilitate practices in agreeing to this pathway for their patients? 
11. Could you describe any obstacles which might make it harder for practices to participate?
(impact on clinical load, provision of acute appointments for abnormal results)
12. Would cost be a factor in providing this service?
13. Do you think an intervention like this assessment pathway and POCTs could be a future role within primary care? 
14. How would this fit with the future role of the GP? 
(Does this fit with the direction of travel of the profession in the community?)


15. How would it be most convenient to receive communication of the result of the test? 
By-pass phone line/email?
16. Would you be consider participating in a future trial of delivering these POCTs to COPD patients?


