Table 1. Hospitalization characteristics across four neurosurgical tracer cohorts in Ecuador, 2024.
	Characteristic
	N
	Age, years, mean (SD)
	Age, years, median (IQR)
	Male, n (%)
	Rural residence, n (%)
	Out-of-province hospitalization, n (%)
	In-hospital death, n (%)
	Length of stay, days, median (IQR)

	Intracranial hemorrhage
	3,545
	58.4 (21.0)
	62.0 (45.0-74.0)
	2,033 (57.3%)
	506 (14.3%)
	593 (16.7%)
	543 (15.3%)
	6.0 (3.0-13.0)

	CNS tumors
	2,265
	46.7 (22.6)
	50.0 (32.0-65.0)
	1,096 (48.4%)
	346 (15.3%)
	557 (24.6%)
	133 (5.9%)
	7.0 (3.0-15.0)

	Traumatic brain injury
	8,813
	37.8 (25.3)
	31.0 (19.0-58.0)
	6,504 (73.8%)
	1,674 (19.0%)
	1,443 (16.4%)
	458 (5.2%)
	4.0 (2.0-8.0)

	Hydrocephalus
	981
	29.6 (30.0)
	16.0 (1.0-58.0)
	563 (57.4%)
	125 (12.7%)
	226 (23.0%)
	47 (4.8%)
	6.0 (3.0-12.0)


Data are presented as n (%), mean (SD), or median (IQR), as indicated. Percentages were calculated within each diagnostic cohort. Out-of-province hospitalization was defined as hospitalization in a province different from the patient’s province of residence. In-hospital death refers to death occurring during the indexed hospitalization. CNS, central nervous system; IQR, interquartile range; SD, standard deviation.

