Additional file 2 - Search Strategy
Workplace experiences of neurodivergent nurses: A scoping review
Overview
This additional file reports the electronic search strategies used in this scoping review, in accordance with PRISMA-ScR Item 8 (Tricco et al., 2018). Four databases were searched across two phases: an initial search conducted in February 2025 and an updated search conducted on 29 October 2025. The databases searched were CINAHL (EBSCOhost), EMBASE (Ovid), MEDLINE (Ovid), and APA PsycInfo (Ovid). All searches applied a proximity-based approach combining nursing workforce terms with neurodivergent identity terms. No language, date, or publication type limiters were applied to the core search strategies.

Summary of databases searched
	Database
	Platform
	Initial Search (February 2025)
	Update Search (29 October 2025)
	Combined Total

	CINAHL
	EBSCOhost
	334
	187
	521

	EMBASE
	Ovid
	365
	168
	533

	MEDLINE
	Ovid
	400
	135
	535

	APA PsycInfo
	Ovid
	127
	74
	201

	Total (before deduplication)
	1,226
	564
	1,790




Full Electronic Search Strategies
The full search strategies for all four databases are documented below for the October 2025 update search, which used confirmed proximity-based strategies. The February 2025 initial search strategies applied the same four databases and an equivalent proximity-based approach combining nursing workforce terms (nurs*) with neurodivergent identity terms.

Database 1: CINAHL (EBSCOhost)
· Date searched: 29 October 2025 (initial search: February 2025)
· Records retrieved (update search): 187 (initial search: 334; combined: 521)
· Search options: Apply Equivalent Subjects enabled; Proximity operator active; no limiters applied to core search
	Set
	Search Statement

	S1
	nurs* N3 (neurodiver* OR neuroatypical OR neurodevelopmental disorder* OR autis* OR aspergers OR ADHD OR attention deficit hyperactivity disorder* OR attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity OR dyslexi* OR dyspraxi* OR dyscalculia)

	S2
	Limit S1 to date: 01/01/2025–29/10/2025

	S3
	S1 NOT S2 [records from inception to 31 December 2024; n = 170]

	Final
	S2 combined with S3: 187 records total (S2 = 17 records from January–October 2025; S3 = 170 records from inception to December 2024)


Note: The N3 proximity operator retrieves records where both terms appear within three words of each other in either order (e.g., 'autistic nurses', 'nurses with ADHD', 'neurodivergent nursing staff'). The Apply Equivalent Subjects expander automatically maps free-text terms to relevant CINAHL Subject Headings. The search was conducted in two date-delimited tranches to ensure complete database coverage.


Database 2: EMBASE (Ovid)
· Date searched: 29 October 2025  (initial search: February 2025)
· Records retrieved (update search): 168 (initial search: 365; combined: 533)
· Field qualifier: mp  [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]
· No limiters applied to core search

	Line
	Search Statement

	1
	(nurs* adj4 (neurodiver* or neuroatypical or neurodevelopmental disorder* or autis* or aspergers or ADHD or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder* or attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity or dyslexi* or dyspraxi* or dyscalculia)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	2
	limit 1 to dc=20250101-20251029  [records with date created January–October 2025; n = 17]

	3
	1 not 2  [records from inception to 31 December 2024; n = 151]

	Final
	Lines 2 + 3: 168 records total


Note: The adj4 proximity operator retrieves records where both terms appear within four words of each other in either order. The dc= limiter restricts retrieval by date created (when the record was first added to the database). The search was run in two tranches to ensure complete coverage of the database update cycle.


Database 3: MEDLINE (Ovid)
· Date searched: 29 October 2025 (initial search: February 2025)
· Records retrieved (update search): 135 (initial search: 400; combined: 535)
· Field qualifier: mp  [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]
· No limiters applied to core search
	Line
	Search Statement

	1
	(nurs* adj4 (neurodiver* or neuroatypical or neurodevelopmental disorder* or autis* or aspergers or ADHD or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder* or attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity or dyslexi* or dyspraxi* or dyscalculia)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	2
	(nurs* with adj4 (neurodiver* or neuroatypical or neurodevelopmental disorder* or autis* or aspergers or ADHD or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder* or attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity or dyslexi* or dyspraxi* or dyscalculia)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	3
	neurodiver* nurs*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	4
	(midwi* adj4 (neurodiver* or neuroatypical or neurodevelopmental disorder* or autis* or aspergers or ADHD or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder* or attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity or dyslexi* or dyspraxi* or dyscalculia)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	5
	(midwi* with adj4 (neurodiver* or neuroatypical or neurodevelopmental disorder* or autis* or aspergers or ADHD or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder* or attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity or dyslexi* or dyspraxi* or dyscalculia)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	6
	(nurs* adj5 (neurodiver* or neuroatypical or neurodevelopmental disorder* or autis* or aspergers or ADHD or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder* or attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity or dyslexi* or dyspraxi* or dyscalculia)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	7
	5 and 6

	8
	1 and 5

	9
	"Feeling like an untapped resource. Experiences of working life among nurses with ADHD and/or autism".mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	10
	1 and 9

	11
	6 and 9

	12
	4 and 6


Notes: Line 1 is the primary proximity search (adj4 = within four words). Line 2 uses the Ovid 'with' sentence-level operator as a complementary constraint. Line 3 is a co-occurrence search without a proximity restriction. Lines 4–5 extend the strategy to midwifery workforce terms. Line 6 widens the proximity window to adj5. Lines 7–8 and 10–12 are Boolean combinations used to assess retrieval overlap and validate coverage. Line 9 is a known-item search for a confirmed relevant article, used to verify strategy sensitivity to directly relevant records.



Database 4: APA PsycInfo (Ovid)
· Date searched: 29 October 2025 (initial search: February 2025)
· Records retrieved (update search): 74 (initial search: 127; combined: 201)
· Field qualifier: mp [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]
· No limiters applied to core search

	Line
	Search Statement

	1
	(nurs* adj4 (neurodiver* or neuroatypical or neurodevelopmental disorder* or autis* or aspergers or ADHD or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder* or attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity or dyslexi* or dyspraxi* or dyscalculia)).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, table of contents, key concepts, original title, tests & measures, mesh word]

	2
	limit 1 to up=20250101-20251029  [records updated January–October 2025; n = 17]

	3
	1 not 2 [records from inception to 31 December 2024; n = 57]

	Final
	Lines 2 + 3: 74 records total


Note: The adj4 proximity operator retrieves records where both terms appear within four words of each other in either order. The up= limiter restricts retrieval by update date (when the record was added to or updated in the database). The search was run in two tranches consistent with the approach used across all Ovid databases in this review.
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