Table 1. Baseline characteristics of hospitalized children with and without influenza
	Variable
	Influenza (n=122)
	Non-influenza (n=130)
	P value

	Demographic characteristics

	Age, years, median (IQR)
	4.0 (2.0–7.0)
	1.5 (0.6–3.0)
	<0.001

	Male sex, n (%)
	62 (50.8)
	85 (65.4)
	0.022

	Comorbidities, n (%)
	2 (1.6)
	2 (1.5)
	1.000

	Clinical characteristics

	Length of stay, days, median (IQR)
	6.0 (5.0–7.0)
	6.0 (5.0–7.0)
	0.159

	Nasal oxygen, n (%)
	8 (6.6)
	11 (8.5)
	0.638

	Respiratory support, n (%)
	2 (1.6)
	6 (4.6)
	0.283

	Chest CT (vs chest radiography), n (%)
	84 (68.9)
	47 (36.2)
	<0.001

	Maximum temperature, °C, median (IQR)
	39.0 (38.5–39.6)
	37.1 (36.8–38.8)
	<0.001

	Maximum temperature ≥38.0 °C, n (%)
	101 (82.8)
	50 (38.5)
	<0.001

	Fever duration, days, median (IQR)
	3.0 (1.0–4.0)
	0.0 (0.0–1.0)
	<0.001

	Sputum culture not performed, n (%)
	35 (28.7)
	8 (6.2)
	<0.001

	IL-6, pg/mL, median (IQR)
	14.60 (8.45–36.50)
	8.87 (5.72–26.57)
	<0.001

	Treatment and medication

	Antiviral agents, n (%)
	122 (100.0)
	2 (1.5)
	<0.001

	Antibiotics, n (%)
	100 (82.0)
	112 (86.2)
	0.392

	Glucocorticoids, n (%)
	5 (4.1)
	25 (19.2)
	<0.001

	Admission laboratory indices, median (IQR)

	WBC, ×10⁹/L
	6.81 (5.21–8.62)
	9.32 (7.37–11.76)
	<0.001

	Neutrophil count, ×10⁹/L
	3.90 (2.30–5.10)
	3.45 (1.70–6.33)
	0.871

	LYM, ×10⁹/L
	1.60 (1.10–2.77)
	4.20 (2.60–5.90)
	<0.001

	Monocyte count, ×10⁹/L
	0.60 (0.39–0.86)
	0.73 (0.54–0.97)
	0.001

	hs-CRP, mg/La
	3.06 (1.23–9.04)
	1.81 (0.50–8.53)
	0.024

	EOS, ×10⁹/L
	0.0175 (0.0046–0.0453)
	0.1565 (0.0499–0.2825)
	<0.001

	EOS below the reportable limit, n (%)
	93 (76.2)
	33 (25.4)
	<0.001


EOS, absolute eosinophil count; hs-CRP, high-sensitivity C-reactive protein; IL-6, interleukin-6; IQR, interquartile range; LYM, lymphocyte count; WBC, white blood cell count.
P values were derived from the Mann–Whitney U test (continuous variables) or Fisher’s exact test (categorical variables).
a hs-CRP was measured in 246 of 252 children; 6 had no result. In 20 children the hs-CRP result was reported below the limit of the assay, and the reported limit value was used in the comparison.
