Additional file 4. Comparison of admission eosinophil count across age strata (age-stratified analysis)
	Age stratum
	Influenza n
	Influenza EOS median (IQR)
	Non-influenza n
	Non-influenza EOS median (IQR)
	OR for below-limit EOS (95% CI)†
	P value

	<1 year
	17
	0.0818 (0.0122–0.1605)
	48
	0.1839 (0.0961–0.3205)
	4.90 (1.35–17.80)
	0.006

	1–3 years
	22
	0.0246 (0.0078–0.0666)
	44
	0.1331 (0.0452–0.2524)
	5.71 (1.87–17.44)
	<0.001

	3–6 years
	38
	0.0176 (0.0081–0.0395)
	27
	0.0704 (0.0280–0.2094)
	5.45 (1.83–16.29)
	0.002

	≥6 years
	45
	0.0086 (0.0000–0.0290)
	11
	0.1109 (0.0144–0.2572)
	17.94 (3.62–88.94)*
	0.002


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]EOS, absolute eosinophil count; CI, confidence interval; IQR, interquartile range; OR, odds ratio.
EOS (×10⁹/L) was derived by reconstruction and expressed as median (IQR); group comparisons used the Mann–Whitney U test.
†OR for EOS below the reportable limit (<0.05 ×10⁹/L), influenza versus non-influenza within each age stratum, calculated by the Woolf (unconditional log-odds) method without continuity correction. *Estimate unstable owing to the small number of non-influenza children in this stratum (n = 11).
In the total sample (both groups combined), the proportion of children with EOS below the reportable limit rose with age: <1 year 20.0% (13/65), 1–3 years 40.9% (27/66), 3–6 years 63.1% (41/65), and ≥6 years 80.4% (45/56).
