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Multimedia Appendix

Multimedia Appendix 1. Search Strategies for PubMed, Embase, Web of Science, PsycINFO, and CINAHL Complete

PubMed
The original search was conducted on December 10, 2025. No date limits were applied to the searches.
	#
	Search terms
	Number of records

	1
	Older adults
old[tiab] OR older[tiab] OR aged[tiab] OR "Aged"[mh] OR aging[tiab] OR “senior citizens”[tiab] OR “senior adults”[tiab] OR elder[tiab] OR elders[tiab] OR elderly[tiab] OR geriatric[tiab] OR gerontology[tiab] OR gerontological[tiab]
	5,959,265

	2
	Visual impairment
“visual impairment”[tiab] OR “vision impairment”[tiab] OR “vision loss”[tiab] OR "visually impaired"[tiab] OR blind[tiab] OR blindness[tiab] OR “vision problem”[tiab] OR “low vision”[tiab] OR "Vision, Low"[mh] OR “loss of vision”[tiab] OR “visual disability”[tiab] OR “visual loss”[tiab] OR "visually disabled"[tiab] OR “impaired vision”[tiab] OR “vision impaired”[tiab] OR “visual limitation”[tiab] OR “vision disability”[tiab] OR “visual dysfunction” [tiab] OR “visual disorder”[tiab] OR “visual disorders”[tiab] OR “vision disorder”[tiab] OR “vision disorders”[tiab] OR "Vision Disorders"[mh] OR “ocular impairment”[tiab] OR “ocular disorder”[tiab] OR “ocular disorders”[tiab] OR “eye disease”[tiab] OR “eye diseases”[tiab] OR "Eye Diseases"[mh] OR "reduced vision"[tiab] OR "subnormal vision"[tiab] OR “sight loss”[tiab] OR “partially sighted”[tiab] OR glaucoma[tiab] OR “Glaucoma”[mh] OR "macular degeneration"[tiab] OR "Macular Degeneration"[mh] OR "diabetic retinopathy"[tiab] OR "Diabetic Retinopathy"[mh] OR cataract[tiab] OR “Cataract”[mh]
	992,904

	3
	Depression
depression[tiab] OR “Depression”[mh] OR depressive[tiab] OR depressed[tiab] OR “Depressive Disorder"[mh] OR “treatment-resistant depressive disorder”[tiab] OR “treatment-resistant depressive disorders”[tiab] OR "Depressive Disorder, Treatment-Resistant"[mh] OR “bipolar disorder”[tiab] OR “bipolar disorders”[tiab] OR "Bipolar Disorder" [mh] OR “adjustment disorder”[tiab] OR “adjustment disorders”[tiab] OR "Adjustment Disorders"[mh] OR “affective disorder”[tiab] OR “affective disorders”[tiab] OR "Affective Disorders, Psychotic"[mh]
	715,125

	4
	Qualitative study
qualitative[tiab] OR interview[tiab] OR interviews[tiab] OR interviewing[tiab] OR interviewed[tiab] OR “focus group”[tiab] OR “focus groups”[tiab] OR phenomenology[tiab] OR phenomenological[tiab] OR phenomenologically[tiab] OR phenomenologic[tiab] OR ethnographic[tiab] OR ethnography[tiab] OR ethnographer[tiab] OR ethnographers[tiab] OR ethnographically[tiab] OR “grounded theory”[tiab] OR “thematic analysis”[tiab] OR “thematic analyses”[tiab] OR “content analysis”[tiab] OR “content analyses”[tiab] OR “discourse analysis”[tiab] OR “discourse analyses”[tiab] OR “conversation analysis”[tiab] OR “conversation analyses”[tiab] OR “narrative analysis”[tiab] OR “narrative analyses”[tiab] OR "Qualitative Research"[mh] OR "Interviews as Topic"[mh] OR "Focus Groups"[mh] OR "Grounded Theory"[mh] OR "Narration"[mh]
	890,473

	5
	#1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4
Limited by English
	577





Embase
The original search was conducted on December 10, 2025. No date limits were applied to the searches.
	#
	Search terms
	Number of records

	1
	Older adults
'old':ti,ab OR 'older':ti,ab OR 'older adults’/exp OR 'aged':ti,ab OR 'aged'/exp OR 'aging':ti,ab OR 'aging'/exp OR 'senior citizens':ti,ab OR 'senior adults':ti,ab OR 'elder':ti,ab OR 'elders':ti,ab OR 'elderly':ti,ab OR 'geriatric':ti,ab OR 'geriatric'/exp OR 'gerontology':ti,ab OR 'gerontology’/exp OR 'gerontological':ti,ab
	7,717,021

	2
	Visual impairment
'visual impairment':ti,ab OR 'vision impairment':ti,ab OR 'vision loss':ti,ab OR 'visually impaired':ti,ab OR 'blind':ti,ab OR 'blindness':ti,ab OR 'vision problem':ti,ab OR 'low vision':ti,ab OR 'low vision'/exp OR 'loss of vision':ti,ab OR 'visual disability':ti,ab OR 'visual loss':ti,ab OR 'visually disabled':ti,ab OR 'impaired vision':ti,ab OR 'vision impaired':ti,ab OR 'visual limitation':ti,ab OR 'vision disability':ti,ab OR 'visual dysfunction':ti,ab OR 'visual disorder':ti,ab OR 'visual disorders':ti,ab OR 'vision disorder':ti,ab OR 'vision disorders':ti,ab OR 'visual disorder'/exp OR 'ocular impairment':ti,ab OR 'ocular disorder':ti,ab OR 'ocular disorders':ti,ab OR 'eye disease':ti,ab OR 'eye diseases':ti,ab OR 'eye disease'/exp OR 'reduced vision':ti,ab OR 'subnormal vision':ti,ab OR 'sight loss':ti,ab OR 'partially sighted':ti,ab OR 'glaucoma':ti,ab OR 'glaucoma'/exp OR 'macular degeneration':ti,ab OR 'macular degeneration'/exp OR 'diabetic retinopathy':ti,ab OR 'diabetic retinopathy'/exp OR 'cataract':ti,ab OR 'cataract'/exp
	1,784,996

	3
	Depression
'depression':ti,ab OR 'depression'/exp OR 'depressive':ti,ab OR 'depressed':ti,ab OR 'treatment-resistant depressive disorder':ti,ab OR 'treatment-resistant depressive disorders':ti,ab OR 'treatment resistant depression'/exp OR 'bipolar disorder':ti,ab OR 'bipolar disorders':ti,ab OR 'bipolar disorder'/exp OR 'adjustment disorder':ti,ab OR 'adjustment disorders':ti,ab OR 'adjustment disorder'/exp OR 'affective disorder':ti,ab OR 'affective disorders':ti,ab OR 'affective psychosis'/exp
	1,141,825

	4
	Qualitative study
'qualitative':ti,ab OR 'interview':ti,ab OR 'interviews':ti,ab OR 'interviewing':ti,ab OR 'interviewed':ti,ab OR 'focus group':ti,ab OR 'focus groups':ti,ab OR 'phenomenology':ti,ab OR 'phenomenological':ti,ab OR 'phenomenologically':ti,ab OR 'phenomenologic':ti,ab OR 'ethnographic':ti,ab OR 'ethnography':ti,ab OR 'ethnographer':ti,ab OR 'ethnographers':ti,ab OR 'ethnographically':ti,ab OR 'grounded theory':ti,ab OR 'thematic analysis':ti,ab OR 'thematic analyses':ti,ab OR 'content analysis':ti,ab OR 'content analyses':ti,ab OR 'discourse analysis':ti,ab OR 'discourse analyses':ti,ab OR 'conversation analysis':ti,ab OR 'conversation analyses':ti,ab OR 'narrative analysis':ti,ab OR 'narrative analyses':ti,ab OR 'qualitative'/exp OR 'qualitative research'/exp OR 'qualitative analysis'/exp OR 'qualitative interview'/exp OR 'qualitative content analysis'/exp OR 'interview'/exp OR 'focus group'/exp OR 'focus group discussion'/exp OR 'focus group interview'/exp OR 'phenomenology'/exp OR 'interpretive phenomenological analysis'/exp OR 'ethnography'/exp OR 'ethnographic research'/exp OR 'grounded theory'/exp OR 'thematic analysis'/exp OR 'content analysis'/exp OR 'discourse analysis'/exp OR 'conversation analysis'/exp OR 'narrative analysis'/exp
	1,239,981

	5
	#1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4
Limited by English
	1,621





Web of Science
The original search was conducted on December 10, 2025. No date limits were applied to the searches.
	#
	Search Terms
	Number of records

	1
	Older adults
old OR older OR aged OR aging OR “senior citizens” OR “senior adults” OR elder OR elders OR elderly OR geriatric OR gerontology OR gerontological
	7,312,280

	2
	Visual impairment
“visual impairment” OR “vision impairment” OR “vision loss” OR "visually impaired" OR blind OR blindness OR “vision problem” OR “low vision” OR “loss of vision” OR “visual disability” OR “visual loss” OR "visually disabled" OR “impaired vision” OR “vision impaired” OR “visual limitation” OR “vision disability” OR “visual dysfunction” OR “visual disorder” OR “visual disorders” OR “vision disorder” OR “vision disorders” OR “ocular impairment” OR “ocular disorder” OR “ocular disorders” OR “eye disease” OR “eye diseases” OR "reduced vision" OR "subnormal vision" OR “sight loss” OR “partially sighted” OR glaucoma OR "macular degeneration" OR "diabetic retinopathy" OR cataract
	1,010,205

	3
	Depression
depression OR depressive OR depressed OR “bipolar disorder” OR “bipolar disorders” OR “adjustment disorder” OR “adjustment disorders” OR “affective disorder” OR “affective disorders”
	1,045,159

	4
	Qualitative study
qualitative OR interview OR interviews OR interviewing OR interviewed OR “focus group” OR “focus groups” OR phenomenology OR phenomenological OR phenomenologically OR phenomenologic OR ethnographic OR ethnography OR ethnographer OR ethnographers OR ethnographically OR “grounded theory” OR “thematic analysis” OR “thematic analyses” OR “content analysis” OR “content analyses” OR “discourse analysis” OR “discourse analyses” OR “conversation analysis” OR “conversation analyses” OR “narrative analysis” OR “narrative analyses”
	2,070,051

	5
	#1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4
Limited by English 
	1,163





PsycINFO
The original search was conducted on December 10, 2025. No date limits were applied to the searches.
	#
	Search Terms
	Number of records

	1
	Older adults
old OR older OR aged OR aging OR “senior citizens” OR “senior adults” OR elder OR elders OR elderly OR geriatric OR gerontology OR gerontological
	1,173,683

	2
	Visual impairment
“visual impairment” OR “vision impairment” OR “vision loss” OR "visually impaired" OR blind OR blindness OR “vision problem” OR “low vision” OR “loss of vision” OR “visual disability” OR “visual loss” OR "visually disabled" OR “impaired vision” OR “vision impaired” OR “visual limitation” OR “vision disability” OR “visual dysfunction” OR “visual disorder” OR “visual disorders” OR “vision disorder” OR “vision disorders” OR “ocular impairment” OR “ocular disorder” OR “ocular disorders” OR “eye disease” OR “eye diseases” OR "reduced vision" OR "subnormal vision" OR “sight loss” OR “partially sighted” OR glaucoma OR "macular degeneration" OR "diabetic retinopathy" OR cataract OR MAINSUBJECT.EXACT.EXPLODE("Vision Disorders")
	82,340

	3
	Depression
depression OR depressive OR depressed OR “bipolar disorder” OR “bipolar disorders” OR “adjustment disorder” OR “adjustment disorders” OR “affective disorder” OR “affective disorders” OR MAINSUBJECT.EXACT.EXPLODE("Affective Disorders") OR MAINSUBJECT.EXACT.EXPLODE("Bipolar Disorder")
	520,809

	4
	Qualitative study
qualitative OR interview OR interviews OR interviewing OR interviewed OR “focus group” OR “focus groups” OR phenomenology OR phenomenological OR phenomenologically OR phenomenologic OR ethnographic OR ethnography OR ethnographer OR ethnographers OR ethnographically OR “grounded theory” OR “thematic analysis” OR “thematic analyses” OR “content analysis” OR “content analyses” OR “discourse analysis” OR “discourse analyses” OR “conversation analysis” OR “conversation analyses” OR “narrative analysis” OR “narrative analyses” OR MAINSUBJECT.EXACT.EXPLODE("Qualitative Methods") OR MAINSUBJECT.EXACT.EXPLODE("Qualitative Measures")
	788,804

	5
	#1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4
Limited by English 
	1,991





CINAHL Complete
The original search was conducted on December 10, 2025. No date limits were applied to the searches.
	#
	Search Terms
	Number of records

	1
	Older adults
old OR older OR aged OR aging OR “senior citizens” OR “senior adults” OR elder OR elders OR elderly OR geriatric OR gerontology OR gerontological OR MH "Aged+"
	1,447,699

	2
	Visual impairment
“visual impairment” OR “vision impairment” OR “vision loss” OR "visually impaired" OR blind OR blindness OR “vision problem” OR “low vision” OR “loss of vision” OR “visual disability” OR “visual loss” OR "visually disabled" OR “impaired vision” OR “vision impaired” OR “visual limitation” OR “vision disability” OR “visual dysfunction” OR “visual disorder” OR “visual disorders” OR “vision disorder” OR “vision disorders” OR “ocular impairment” OR “ocular disorder” OR “ocular disorders” OR “eye disease” OR “eye diseases” OR "reduced vision" OR "subnormal vision" OR “sight loss” OR “partially sighted” OR glaucoma OR "macular degeneration" OR "diabetic retinopathy" OR cataract OR MH "Vision Disorders+"
	196,434

	3
	Depression
depression OR depressive OR depressed OR “bipolar disorder” OR “bipolar disorders” OR “adjustment disorder” OR “adjustment disorders” OR “affective disorder” OR “affective disorders” OR MH "Depression+" OR MH "Affective Disorders+"
	269,356

	4
	Qualitative study
qualitative OR interview OR interviews OR interviewing OR interviewed OR “focus group” OR “focus groups” OR phenomenology OR phenomenological OR phenomenologically OR phenomenologic OR ethnographic OR ethnography OR ethnographer OR ethnographers OR ethnographically OR “grounded theory” OR “thematic analysis” OR “thematic analyses” OR “content analysis” OR “content analyses” OR “discourse analysis” OR “discourse analyses” OR “conversation analysis” OR “conversation analyses” OR “narrative analysis” OR “narrative analyses” OR MH "Qualitative Studies+" OR MH "Focus Groups" OR MH "Interviews+" OR MH "Narratives+"
	611,465

	5
	#1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4
Limited by English 
	609






Multimedia Appendix 2. Coding Rules to Assess Depressive Symptom Components Based on the DSM-5-TR Criteria
	Depressive symptom components based on the DSM-5-TR criteriaa,b
	Coding rules

	Depressed mood
	Statements were coded as “depressed mood” when participants described feeling depressed, sad, down, low in mood, empty, or hopeless, or there were observations made by others (e.g., appears tearful).

	Diminished interest or pleasure
	Statements were coded as “diminished interest or pleasure” when participants described diminished interest or pleasure in activities they usually enjoyed, reduced motivation, or withdrawal from activities they previously found pleasurable.

	Appetite or weight changes
	Statements were coded as “appetite or weight changes” when participants described significant changes in appetite, or unintentional weight loss or gain.

	Sleep disturbance
	Statements were coded as “sleep disturbance” when participants described trouble falling asleep, waking frequently, trouble staying asleep, waking too early, or sleeping too much (e.g., insomnia or hypersomnia).

	Psychomotor agitation or retardation
	Statements were coded as “psychomotor agitation or retardation” when participants described observable restlessness, inability to sit still, or notably slowed movements, beyond subjective feelings of restlessness or being slowed down.

	Fatigue or loss of energy
	Statements were coded as “fatigue or loss of energy” when participants described persistent tiredness, exhaustion, fatigue, or loss of energy.

	Feeling of worthlessness or inappropriate guilt
	Statements were coded as “feeling of worthlessness or inappropriate guilt” when participants described feeling worthless or guilty, not merely self-reproach.

	Diminished ability to concentrate or indecisiveness
	Statements were coded as “diminished ability to concentrate or indecisiveness” when participants described trouble thinking, concentrating, or making decisions.

	Thoughts of death or suicidal ideation
	Statements were coded as “thoughts of death” when participants described death-related wishes, desire for death, or wishing they had died, without explicit evidence of active suicidal thinking, making a specific suicide plan, or actual suicide attempt.
Statements were coded as “suicidal ideation” when participants described evidence of active suicidal thinking, making a specific suicide plan, or actual suicide attempt.


Abbreviation. DSM-5-TR – The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition, Text Revision.
Footnotes.
a The definition of depression followed the criteria of major depressive disorder and subthreshold depression in the DSM-5-TR [38]. According to the DSM-5-TR, the core symptoms of major depressive disorder include depressed mood and diminished interest or pleasure. Associated symptoms include appetite or weight changes, sleep disturbance, psychomotor agitation or retardation, fatigue or loss of energy, feeling of worthlessness or inappropriate guilt, diminished ability to concentrate or indecisiveness, and thoughts of death or suicidal ideation.
b Given the qualitative nature of the included studies, frequency and duration criteria (e.g., “most of the day, nearly every day”) were not applied, as participants rarely reported such temporal details about depression. Symptoms were coded when described in any form.    


Multimedia Appendix 3. List of Removed Words in the Text Data

· Participant, Participants, participant, participants 
· Theme, Themes, theme, themes 
· people, person, persons
· woman, man
· female, male
· described, expressed, reported, revealed
· led, become, becomes, became, becoming
· thing, things
· way, ways 
· example, examples
· years old, year-old
· Table, Figure 
· patient, patients
· study, studies 
· sample, samples 
· following
· condition, conditions
· interview, interview, interviewed, interviews 
· focus group, focus groups 






Multimedia Appendix 4. List of Merge Words in the Text Data

When merging words, we retain the word with higher frequency in the conceptual map generated by Leximancer. To ensure consistency, all words were standardized to US English spelling.

· AMD, ARMD -> AMD (AMD n=15 vs. ARMD n=12) 
· feel, felt, feeling, feelings -> feelings (feelings n=57 vs. felt n=17) 
· loss, losing, losses -> loss (loss n=100 vs. losing n=17 vs. losses n=2) 
· vision, visual -> vision (vision n=100 vs. visual n=25) 
· difficult, difficulties -> difficulties (difficult n=16 vs. difficulties n=12; prioritized interpretabilities, it’s an exceptional case)
· Others, others -> others (others n=31 vs. Others n=7) 
· experience, experiences, experienced, experiencing -> experienced (experienced n=20 vs. experience n=10) 
· cope, coping, coped -> cope (cope n=15)
· blind, blindness -> blind (blind n=16)
· license, licence -> license (keep word consistency as US English) 
· recognize, recognise -> recognize (keep word consistency as US English) 
· recognized, recognised -> recognized (keep word consistency as US English) 
· recognizing, recognising -> recognizing (keep word consistency as US English) 
· socialize, socialise -> socialize (keep word consistency as US English) 
· socializing, socialising -> socializing (keep word consistency as US English) 
· program, programme -> program (keep word consistency as US English) 
· programs, programmes -> programs (keep word consistency as US English) 
· neighbors, neighbours -> neighbors (keep word consistency as US English) 
· conceptualized, conceptualised -> conceptualized (keep word consistency as US English) 
· incentivization, incentivisation -> incentivization (keep word consistency as US English) 
· stabilized, stabilised -> stabilized (keep word consistency as US English)
· behavior, behaviour -> behavior (keep word consistency as US English)



Multimedia Appendix 5. Severity and Duration of Vision Impairment in the Included Studies (N = 26)
	Author, year, country
	Severity of VI
	Duration of VI

	Kleinschmidt, 1999 [48]
	VA ranged from 20/60 to 20/200
	Mean 6.7 years (range: 6 months to 13 years)

	Moore et al., 2003 [49]
	NR
	Ranged 6 months to 25 years

	Coyne et al., 2004 [50]
	>20/20 26.7%, 20/25 to 20/32 33.3%, 20/40 to 20/60 26.7%, <20/60 13.3%
	Mean 4.5 years (SD = 5.5)

	Wong et al., 2004 [51]
	Typical vision (i.e., VA better than or equal to 6/9 or 20/30) 20.0%, mild VI (i.e., VA of 6/12–6/18, or 20/40– 20/60 in the better eye) 20.0%, moderate VI (i.e., VA of 6/24–6/60, or 20/80–20/200 in the better eye) 26.7%, severe VI (i.e., VA worse than 6/60, or 20/200 in the better eye) 33.3%
	Ranged 6 months to 7 years

	Teitelman et al., 2005 [52]
	Greater than 20/70 but no worse than 20/400 VA in the better eye
	NR

	Feely et al., 2007 [53]
	VA ranged from 6/18 (20/60) to 6/76 (20/250) in the better eye
	NR

	Brouwer et al., 2008 [54]
	NR
	NR

	Girdler et al., 2008 [55]
	BCVA equivalent to 6/12 or less in both eyes
	NR

	Stanford et al., 2009 [56]
	NR
	NR

	Spafford et al., 2010 [57]
	NR
	NR

	Weber et al., 2010 [58]
	NR
	2 years or less 20.0%, 3 to 5 years 23.3%, 6 to 8 years 16.7%, 9 to 11 years, 20.0%, 12 years or more 20.0%

	McCloud et al., 2014 [59]
	Median VA in the better eye 6/12+2 (range: 6/4.5 to 6/90), median VA in the worse eye 6/24 (range: 6/9 to hand movement)
	<2 years 20.6%, >2 years 79.4%

	Glen et al., 2015 [60]
	Median corrected binocular VA = 0.00 (IQR = -0.040 to 0.025)
	Mean 21 years (range: 6 to 29 years) 

	McCloud et al., 2015 [61]
	Individual participant’s VA was reported, but overall level of VI was not summarized
	NR

	Magnus et al., 2016 [62]
	NR
	NR

	Simeone et al., 2017 [63]
	NR
	Mean 5.8 years (SD = 1.6, range: 3 to 9 years)

	Bian et al., 2018 [64]
	Good vision (i.e., VA better than or equal to 6/9 or 20/30 in the better eye), mild VI (VA 6/12-6/18, or 20/40-20/60 in the better eye) 38.1%, moderate VI (VA 6/24-6/60, or 20/80-20/200 in the better eye) 23.8%, severe VI (VA worth than 6/60 or 20/200 in the better eye) 4.8%
	Mean 2.3 years (range: 3 months to 6 years)

	Lane et al., 2018 [65]
	Mild VI (i.e., better-eye BCVA <6/6 to 6/18) 38.1%, moderate VI (i.e., better-eye BCVA <6/18 to 6/60) 38.1%, severe VI (i.e., better-eye BCVA <6/60) 23.8%
	NR

	Fraser et al., 2019 [66]
	NR
	NR

	Prem Senthil et al., 2019 [67]
	Mild VI (i.e., worse-eye VA >6/18) 47.0%, moderate VI (i.e., worse-eye VA 6/18 to 6/60) 29.0%, severe VI (i.e., worse-eye VA <6/60) 24.0%
	NR

	Bicket et al., 2020 [68]
	Mean (SD) VA by logMAR in the better eye = 0.09 (0.13), mean (SD) VA by logMAR in the worse eye = 0.38 (0.71)
	NR

	Dillon et al., 2021 [69]
	Individual participant’s VA was reported, but overall level of VI was not summarized
	Individual participant’s duration since AMD diagnosis was reported, but overall duration was not summarized

	Madheswaranet al., 2021 [70]
	BCVA 6/60 in the better eye 40.0%, BCVA <6/60 in the better eye 60.0%
	Mean 9.5 years (SD = 1.3), 8 years 30.0%, 9 years 20.0%, 10 years 30.0%, 12 years 20.0%

	Kumar et al., 2022 [71]
	NR
	NR

	Källstrand et al., 2024 [72]
	No more than VA 6/18 or worse in the better eye
	NR

	Wilson et al., 2025 [73]
	NR
	NR


Abbreviation. BCVA – best-corrected visual acuity, NR – not reported, VA – visual acuity, VI – vision impairment.



Multimedia Appendix 6. Leximancer-Generated Themes and Concepts from the Included Studies (N = 26)
	Themes
	Hit count (n)
	Concepts
	Hit count (n)
	Relevance percentage (%)a
	Assigned Themes

	Loss
	204
	Loss
	96
	100%
	Loss

	Activities
	149
	Vision
	74
	77%
	Loss

	Drive
	67
	Feelings
	59
	61%
	Loss

	Time
	62
	Activities
	41
	43%
	Activities

	Fear
	39
	Life
	38
	40%
	Loss

	Cope
	30
	Independence
	36
	38%
	Loss

	Depression
	14
	Used
	36
	38%
	Activities

	
	
	Others
	32
	33%
	Loss

	
	
	Social
	31
	32%
	Activities

	
	
	Time
	30
	31%
	Time

	
	
	Drive
	29
	30%
	Drive

	
	
	Experienced
	28
	29%
	Loss

	
	
	Difficulties
	23
	24%
	Activities

	
	
	Fear
	22
	23%
	Fear

	
	
	Impact
	21
	22%
	Loss

	
	
	Friends
	21
	22%
	Activities

	
	
	Daily
	20
	21%
	Activities

	
	
	Changes
	19
	20%
	Activities

	
	
	AMD
	18
	19%
	Activities

	
	
	Family
	18
	19%
	Activities

	
	
	Impairment
	17
	18%
	Loss

	
	
	Ability
	16
	17%
	Loss

	
	
	Blind
	16
	17%
	Cope

	
	
	Result
	14
	15%
	Loss

	
	
	Negative
	14
	15%
	Loss

	
	
	Frustration
	14
	15%
	Fear

	
	
	Able
	14
	15%
	Drive

	
	
	Depression
	14
	15%
	Depression

	
	
	Cope
	13
	14%
	Cope

	
	
	Need
	11
	11%
	Loss

	
	
	Anymore
	11
	11%
	Drive

	
	
	Home
	11
	11%
	Time

	
	
	Emotional
	10
	10%
	Loss

	
	
	Lost
	10
	10%
	Loss

	
	
	Previously
	9
	9%
	Activities

	
	
	Burden
	9
	9%
	Loss

	
	
	Sense
	9
	9%
	Time

	
	
	Everyday
	8
	8%
	Drive

	
	
	Everything
	8
	8%
	Activities

	
	
	Doing
	8
	8%
	Drive

	
	
	World
	8
	8%
	Fear

	
	
	Down
	8
	8%
	Time

	
	
	Longer
	8
	8%
	Drive

	
	
	Wife
	8
	8%
	Time

	
	
	Perform
	7
	7%
	Activities

	
	
	Members
	7
	7%
	Drive

	
	
	Tasks
	7
	7%
	Time

	
	
	Mobility
	7
	7%
	Activities

	
	
	Having 
	7
	7%
	Activities

	
	
	Short
	6
	6%
	Cope

	
	
	Someone
	4
	4%
	Activities


Footnotes.
a “Relevance percentage” reflects the proportion of text segments in the Results section of the included studies that were coded with that concept. All themes and concepts generated by the Leximancer program are reported in the table.



Multimedia Appendix 7. Additional Participant Quotes Illustrating the Concepts in the Vision Impairment Depression Pathways Model
	Concepts in the VIP Model
	Participant quotes

	Functional limitations
	I renewed my (driving) license in February and in March I cancelled it myself because I couldn’t see too clear. That hurt me a lot. [63]

	
	I thought my life was over. I knew I wouldn’t be able to drive. I love to sew, crochet and drive. It’s like losing your freedom. [55]

	
	Reading the paper or something of that nature I would just give up and say, you know, it’s not worth it. [57]

	
	I used to be a very, very avid reader of books. I am no longer an avid reader of books. [66]

	
	I used to love to read in bed. Of course I can’t do that now. There is no way. There is nothing I can do. [49]

	
	When I get a letter, I can’t read it. I can get a bill, gas, light bill, you know, like mundane things, and I will go and try to look at it with the glasses, but I can’t do that. And they are the sort of things that keep hitting you all the time; they come back to you to remind you, you can’t see. [48]

	
	I was going to do art.. [but] there’s no point at all because… it’s not fun when you produce something that is ugh. So that’s a bit sad. [57]

	
	I used to do some handicraft. I did knitting, embroidering, and needlework. I made curtains for the kitchen. I used to sew a lot. I mean, if I had nothing to do, I took my handicraft, and just enjoyed it. Yes, right now these are those empty moments. [51]

	Social isolation
	You do miss your friends and not seeing their faces properly. [56]

	
	I don’t think I converse as much. I don’t seem to talk to people as much as I used to because you’re always slow at recognizing people, sometimes it’s always you’re not sure how to approach them for a start. [56]

	
	I’m more passive, definitely less interactive and tend to stay in the background…. I don’t socialise anymore [with new people]. [62]

	
	[When you make a mistake recognising others] you want to go back and put yourself in a corner or in your room somewhere away. [62]

	Loss of independence
	I feel strongly about it, rightly or wrongly, I think it’s… emasculating – you know, for a man to lose his driving license…. I’d been driving for 45 years…. I’m a very bad passenger because my wife has to drive me all the time. [57]

	
	I realize I give discomfort to my family, discomfort in that sense, often I depend on them.... I walk and try to do everything but, for example, if I have to do some shopping I need someone to accompany me and help me to select things… In short, there must always be someone with me [motions to the next room where she has asked the daughter to remain in case she needed her during the interview]. [60]

	
	When you’re used to doing every little thing yourself and suddenly you can do nothing unless somebody is there to help you, it’s terrible! [52]

	
	I was independent all my life, I’ve done everything by myself, and now I have to depend on someone it’s [vision loss] taken away my ability to perform a normal functional life, because I now have to rely on other people to help in many, many ways. [56]

	
	Before I could do anything, I was 100% self-sufficient. Now I am 100% dependent and very frustrated. [55]

	Loss of identity
	I used to do a lot of driving. I’ve been driving for approximately 65 years. I used to work for a big company. I used to travel interstate all the time… I don’t drive anymore. I don’t trust myself anymore. [66]

	
	I am going to be 77 years old. I had my eyesight for 76 years and now I lost it and losing it…When I found out I felt like my whole world was crumbling from under me and I said how am I going to survive? [63]

	
	I’d hate to be blind; I think that’s one of the worst things that could ever happen to me. [56]

	
	So long as I am not totally blind, I will cope. But I will find it very hard if I am totally blind…. I just pray that I am never… gonna be blind! [48]

	Depression
	I feel so depressed about my vision. It has put me down in many ways… [67]

	
	I find myself sleeping during the day as I have no leisure for pleasure. [54]

	
	If I was to lose [more of] my sight, I’d probably just as soon be dead, be finished with it… Now I’m not being… I’m not suicidal or anything of that nature. Don’t get me wrong. But… if you can’t see… I’m not sure it would be worth living. I guess maybe it would be, I don’t know. But I just feel that way now. [54]

	
	I just felt upset, why why couldn’t I have died when I still could see everything. [56]


Abbreviation. VIP Model – Vision Impairment Depression Pathways Model.

