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Preliminary stigma scale items, HSDF/ WMM sub-domain, and sample quotes captured during formative qualitative research.
	[bookmark: _Hlk201584405]HSDF/ WMM Sub-domains
	Scale item
	Sample quotes

	Botho, Prejudice
	1. Most Batswana would willingly accept a woman who has been abused by her partner as a close friend. 
	“They may want to be her friend so that they can console her and give her emotional support” (PER, Non-reporters).

	Perseverance,
Prejudice,
Being a supportive wife
	2. Most Batswana believe that a woman who is being abused should try to remain in the relationship with her abusive partner because women are expected to “hold the knife by its blade.” 
	“A woman should be strong and keep holding on to the relationship regardless of the violence or outcomes... it is a way of showing strength and respect to culture and marriage” (URB, Non-reporters).

	Perseverance,
PDA,
Being a supportive wife
	3. If a married woman has been abused and seeks help outside her family, most Batswana would judge her negatively because ‘the grave of a woman is at her in-laws’ (‘lebitla la mosadi ke kwa ga matsalagwe’). 
	“Most Batswana believe in what they call ‘go bipa' (to conceal), that is to keep a secret from the world. It applies mostly to married women. They believe that a married woman should protect her family by either keeping what is happening in her marriage to herself or just telling her in-laws and not anyone else” (URB, Non-reporters).

	Perseverance,
PDA, Being a supportive wife
	4. Most Batswana consider a woman who leaves an abusive marriage a ‘failure’ because ‘the grave of a woman is at her in-laws’ (‘lebitla la mosadi ke kwa ga matsaagwe’). 
	“Some may say that they too went through abuse in their marriage and endured… when a woman doesn't endure in the same way that other women did, she is regarded as a failure” (PER, Non-reporters).

	Perseverance, PDA,
Being a supportive wife
	5. Most Batswana consider an abused woman as a ‘failure’ if she seeks help outside the family; this is because she was not obedient (“boikokobetso”). 
	“Most Batswana would consider that woman as a failure because they would assume she was the problem and not submissive to the marriage” (URB, Non-reporters)
“They view her as a failure because she would have not considered the advice that they (the family) would have given her, hence seeking alternative help makes her a failure.” (URB, Non-reporters)

	Perseverance, Prejudice

	6. Most Batswana would consider an abused woman who sought help outside her family a failure since she did not persevere (‘go itshoka’). 
	“This one is common. Perseverance is like a norm for women. Even though culture enforces it, women apart from culture believe that they should persevere in building their families and marriages. It is like their responsibility. Therefore, because of this norm, most Batswana consider women who seek help outside incapable of perseverance” (URB, Non-reporters).

	Wisdom from experience, Children, PDA
	7. Most Batswana would accept a woman who has been abused by a past intimate partner, as a teacher of young children. 
	“She will be able to teach the children about abuse and mold them into being good men. She can help them understand that the best way to resolve conflict is by talking and not being abusive” (PER, Non-reporters).

	[bookmark: _Hlk201048452]Perseverance, PDA, Being a supportive wife.
	[bookmark: _Hlk201048417]8. Most Batswana feel that, for a Motswana woman, admitting that she is abused by her partner is a sign of personal failure. 
	“…they will question why she gave up. They will tell her that there are ways she can employ to change the situation. I think most people will tell her that abuse is a situation she has power to change” (URB, Survivor)
“According to them, you are supposed to hide everything and not show that you are being abused” (PER, Non-reporters)

	Children, PDA

	9. Most Batswana would not hire someone who has been abused by their intimate partner, to take care of their children, even if she has not suffered abuse for some time. 
	“It's a 50-50 chance. Some may think she is not yet healed and might project the abuse to their children, but some will think she is healed and would know how to care for children and protect them from such” (URB, Non-reporters)
“They may feel like she can project what she went through on to the children” (PER, Non-reporters)

	[bookmark: _Hlk201835285]Botho, PDA

	10. Most Batswana will hire a woman who has been abused by her partner if she is qualified for the job. 
	“They won't because they have not understood many things about abuse… For the fact that it once happened to you, even if you try to change or work on yourself, or do whatever you can to avoid it, they always try to trigger you and resurface your pain... They will keep reminding you about the abuse. When you make even a small mistake they can say ‘you see, this is the reason why your ex used to beat you, look at the things you are doing now’.” (URB, Non-reporters)

	Botho, PDA
	11. Most Batswana would treat a woman who suffered intimate partner violence in the past just as they would treat anyone else. 
	“No. Women that have gone through abuse are usually isolated and discriminated. This is why I said if you have gone through a situation, even people who were not supposed to know about it are going to know.”  (URB, Non-reporters)

	Stereotypes, PDA
	12. Most Batswana men would be reluctant to date a woman who has been abused by an intimate partner in the past. 
	“They may be reluctant. Most men that come across an abused woman are afraid to get into a relationship with her because she may not yet have healed from the abuse and hence have a lot of anger. Having not healed from the abuse may also make her more short-tempered and intolerable” (PER, Non-reporters)

	Perseverance,
Community standing, Wisdom from experience, Stereotypes.
	13. Once they know a person has suffered intimate partner violence in their past, most Batswana will take less seriously her opinions about marriage and relationships. 
	“They feel you are a bad influence to their girlfriends that they want to marry. They feel you are going to mislead them because you have failed marriage. What can you say to someone who wants to get married while you have failed it… Even providing a bride guidance during the wedding the divorced are excluded. It’s said, ‘You have failed. What really can you say? You would probably mislead the bride’.” (PER, Survivor)

	PDA

	14. Most Batswana think that a woman who has been abused by her intimate partner is at least partly to blame for the abuse. 
	“Women always have a role in the abuse; they either talk back to their husbands/partners in a way that provokes men, or are insulting. That does not mean they deserve abuse, but they do have a role to play in the abuse, hence why most Batswana believe they are partly to blame” (URB, Non-reporters)

	Perseverance, PDA, Stereotypes 
	15. Most Batswana believe that if a woman leaves a marriage, it is a sign of personal ‘failure. 
	“People believe that when a woman leaves a marriage, she was the reason the marriage tore apart” (URB, Non-reporters).
“She would have failed to endure the challenges that come with marriage” (PER, Non-reporters)

	Stereotypes,
Being a supportive wife
	16. Most Batswana think that if a man has given magadi[footnoteRef:1] (bride price) for his wife, he owns her.  [1:  The Setswana terms bogadi / magadi refer to bride price; an equivalent term in Nguni languages is lobola (Nkomazana, 2021).] 

	“Most Batswana do believe in that. They see magadi as a way of buying the wife and owning her.” (URB, Non-reporters)
“They believe that having paid bride price makes the woman her husband’s possession. By being his possession, he can do whatever he wants with her.” (URB, Non-reporters)

	Stereotypes, Being a supportive wife
	17. Most Batswana think that if a man has given magadi (bride price) for his wife, she must have sex when he wants it. 
	“I would say the older generation believes that. They believe that anytime a man wants sex his wife has to give in to his demands” (PER, Non-reporters)
“I believe most Batswana do think that because, he is the woman’s husband and he paid to have her therefore she should not deny him of sex whenever he wants” (URB, Non-reporters)

	Stereotypes,
 Being a supportive wife
	18. Most Batswana would judge negatively a woman who left an abusive husband whose family had given bogadi (bride price) for her. 
	“Magadi is considered important and is a great deal to marriage, therefore no matter what, it should not be easy for the woman to leave the marriage. It is also considered a disgrace to leave the marriage while the man's family paid magadi” (URB, Non-reporters)

	Stereotypes, Children, Perseverance, Maintaining family
	19. Most Batswana believe a strong woman should do everything she can to remain in a relationship with a violent intimate partner, if they have children together. 
	“Children are regarded as a priority in marriages, therefore most Batswana believe that no matter what happens, the woman should protect her children and stay in the marriage” (URB, Non-reporters)


	[bookmark: _Hlk201128741]Children, Perseverance, PDA,
Maintaining family
	[bookmark: _Hlk201128832]20. Most Batswana judge negatively a woman who has left a relationship with a violent intimate partner, because her children will live with only one of their parents. 
	“Even though there is maintenance and shared custody, most Batswana still believe in the importance of a household with both parents and children. Therefore, once a woman leaves a relationship or marriage, they would judge her negatively because the children should stay with both their parents in the same household” (URB, Non-reporters)

	Children, Perseverance, PDA,
Maintaining family 
	[bookmark: _Hlk201161711]21. Most Batswana would judge negatively a woman who has left a relationship with a violent intimate partner, if it meant her children became financially unstable. 
	“The man is supposed to support the children financially and that it is unacceptable for a woman to leave a relationship just because she is being abused. Batswana believe that the woman should endure the abuse until the children are older, so as to allow the man to take care of them and be present in their lives.” (URB, Survivor)

	Children, Perseverance, PDA, Maintaining family
	[bookmark: _Hlk201226543]22. Most Batswana would respect a woman who remains with a violent intimate partner, if it means she can continue to care for her children. 
	“Yes… even though there is abuse, her children are at least living their best life” (PER, Survivor)


	Perseverance, PDA, Being a supportive wife
	23. Most Batswana would respect a woman who remains with a violent intimate partner because women are expected to ‘hold the knife by its blade’. 
	“Indeed, a woman is supposed to endure hardships. A woman is supposed to hold on no matter what because it is not like every time when a woman decides to move on, things will be better. Leaving the relationship may lead her to finding someone worse than her current partner, which means it is ultimately better to stay” (URB, Non-reporters)

	Stereotypes, Perseverance, Children, Self-care, Maintaining family
	24. Most Batswana view a mother who has left an abusive relationship differently than a woman who has left an abusive relationship that did not involve children. 
	“They believe that a mother should have endured for the sake of the children and that she would be losing a lot by leaving. As for the one that leaves a relationship without children, they tend to say that she had nothing to lose. They are wrong to say this because a woman with children has a lot to lose; there are children to lose, and there is the self to lose… They believe that a woman with children should have endured. If a woman leaves, they view her as a coward.” (URB, Non-reporters) 

	Botho, Children, PDA

	25. Most Batswana would respect a mother who left a violent intimate partner, because her children should not grow up believing it is okay for a woman to be treated that way. 
	“Children imitate what they see. So, if the child is exposed to violence and abuse, all the while his/her mother choosing to remain, the child may believe that abuse is something normal” (PER, Non-reporters)



Note. HSDF=Health Stigma and Discrimination Framework. Developed by Stangl et al. (2019), the HSDF broadly categorized stigma manifestations as practices (stereotypes, prejudice, stigmatizing behavior, discriminatory attitudes) or experiences (experienced stigma and discrimination, internalized, perceived, anticipated, and secondary stigma). 
WMM=What Matters Most. Yang et al. (2020) identified this a set of priorities or core lived capabilities found to “matter most” to women in Botswana. 
URB=Urban, PER=Peri-urban, Survivors=Woman who have experienced IPV, Non-reporters=Women who reported no experience of IPV, PDA= Prejudice/ Discriminatory attitude. 
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