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[bookmark: _heading=h.pyh3iaotluec]Supplementary Material A: Analytic Steps According to the READ Framework
The analytic procedure according to the READ framework (Dalglish et al., 2020) includes the following analytic phases: Readying materials, Extracting data, Analysing data, and Distilling findings. The following sections describe how the framework was applied to our data.
Phase 1: Ready Materials: Research parameters and inclusion/exclusion criteria were established for primary documentary artifacts (e.g., policy papers, legal statutes, institutional reports, media statements). To strengthen reliability and consistency across national contexts, researchers were asked on two separate occasions to verify both their documentary evidence and the accuracy of their source materials. These were subsequently read by three researchers called “Analysts 1” and further developed and prepared by six pairs of researchers called “Analysts 2”. A further round of checking and development by Analysts 1 completed this phase of the process. Primary data were supplemented and triangulated with established international statistical and monitoring databases, including public opinion surveys (Pew Research Center, 2018; Eurobarometer) and institutional human rights and hate-crime monitoring frameworks (OSCE/ODIHR (2025), EU Agency for Fundamental Rights [FRA] (2024a, 2024b);, and Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians in Europe, 2025).
Phase 2: Extract Data: Close textual readings were conducted to record explicit content, metadata (authorship, institutional origin, publication context), and structural silences. Methodological memos in the form of written reports were generated continuously during extraction to capture emerging hypotheses and conceptual linkages (Maxwell, 2005). 
Phase 3: Analyse Data (RTA Integration): Extracted data were interrogated using Braun & Clarke, (2021) RTA framework. Rather than employing rigid codebooks or measuring intercoder reliability, the analysis used organic, fluid coding aligned with social constructionism. Themes were actively constructed at the intersection of textual data, theoretical concepts, and reflexive interpretation (Prior, 2003), focusing on how power relations, secularism, and religious identity are framed. Secondary metrics and institutional reports (such as those from FRA, ODIHR, and OIDAC) were analysed critically alongside primary data to unpack how secularism, religious rights, and socio-political tensions are framed across institutional contexts.
Phase 4: Distil Findings: Insights were synthesized into coherent narrative accounts supported by textual extracts, empirical data triangulation, critical reflections on analytical validity, and cross-context comparison structured by the Adapted Cube heuristic dimensions (Creswell, 2013).
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