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Supplementary Material C: Evolving Tensions and Conflicts Across Six Countries in the Study


Table C1
Evolving Tensions and Conflicts Across Six Countries Studied
	Country
	Intolerance/Hurdles: Christianity & Institutional
	Islamophobia & Anti-Muslim Incidents
	Antisemitism & Anti-Jewish Incidents

	Italy
	* Physical Violence: 92 documented attacks against Christians in 2021 (US Dept of State, 2022).  Rise in incidents of antisemitism, Islamophobia, internal conflicts within the Catholic Church and debates over religious freedoms.
	* Physical Violence: 2 documented violent attacks against Muslims in 2021 (US Dept of State, 2022).
	* Targeted Incidents: 39 documented antisemitic incidents in 2021 (US Dept of State, 2022).
(Researcher 3)

	Georgia
	*Violent demonstrations to Pride parade (2021) reflecting deep-seated conservative attitudes towards LGBTQ+ issues within the Greek Orthodox religious community.
	* State/Legal Failure: ECHR ruled (Georgian Muslim Relations v. Georgia, 2022) that the state failed to protect Muslims from religiously biased violence.
Orthodox resistance to Muslim gathering for prayer.
	Hate Speech: Tbilisi-based Tolerance and Diversity Institute (TDI) have highlighted a rise in hate speech. 
(Researcher 4)

	Czechia
	* Bureaucratic Exclusion: Ministry of Culture repeatedly rejected registration for new groups (e.g., Protestant Church of Saint Corona, Church of Laughter).
	*Political criticism of Islam and Muslim migrants by the leader of the opposition party “Freedom and Direct Democracy”.
	* Digital Hostility: in 2022, 2,277 antisemitic incidents recorded; primarily driven by online hate speech, property damage and misinformation.
(Researcher 6)

	Cyprus
	* Minority religious communities continued to express that they experienced societal pressure to engage in the public religious ceremonies of the majority group (schools, military oaths, marriages).
	* Societal Discrimination: NGOs (Caritas, KISA) reported frequent societal pressure on Muslim women to abandon the hijab. Media sources often highlight uncertainty regarding students’ rights to wear hijabs at school.
	* Public & School Harassment: Sharp rise in verbal abuse, online threats, and bullying of students wearing kippahs/tzitzit.

* Vandalism: Desecration of menorahs, Israeli flags, and Nazi graffiti at schools.
Little action from law enforcement.
(Researcher 7)

	Switzerland
	Legal Restrictions: Courts have engaged in intense legal debates regarding state funding for traditional faith-based institutions, such as denying public funds to a Catholic girls’ school on the grounds that its single-sex, religious admissions criteria amounted to secularly defined "discrimination”.
	* Legislative Restrictions: 2021 public referendum banned face coverings (burqa/niqab) in public spaces, heavily pushed by anti-political Islam committees.
Tensions related to conservative and/or political forms of Islam
	Antisemitism has risen since October 7th 2023, particularly online.  (SIG & GRA 2025 Report)


(Researcher 9)

	England
	Legal Restrictions: UK army veteran Adam Smith-Connor was convicted by a British court because his head was slightly bowed in silent prayer while he stood within 100 metres of a clinic.
	* Socio-Political Spikes: Backlash from security crises triggered sharp rises in Islamophobic violence (e.g., fivefold increase in London over 3 days following the 2017 London Bridge attacks).
	* Geopolitical Spillover: Marked surge in hate crimes targeting Jewish communities following the escalation of the Israel-Hamas conflict (Official Statistics, 2024).
(Researcher 10)



