
Research Highlights
From Hospital Costing to Public Tariffs: A Systematic Evidence Map of Step-Down and Activity-Based Costing
Only 15 of 46 substantive sources directly linked costs to tariff decisions.
TDABC evidence was far more common than step-down or top-down costing evidence.
Cost measurement and public tariff setting emerge as distinct analytical stages.
A two-layer step-down plus selective ABC/TDABC framework remains unproven.
Prospective pilots should test accuracy, burden, access and provider responses.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Review registration: PROSPERO CRD420261497000.
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