Table 1. Characteristics of patients undergoing right lateral neck dissection (n = 33).
	Result
	Characteristic

	26–72 years; mean ± SD, 47.36 ± 13.04 years
	Age

	22 women and 11 men
	Sex

	31/33 (93.93%)
	Level VI metastasis

	23/33 (69.70%)
	Level IV metastasis

	4/33 (12.12%)
	PTCS metastasis

	3/23 (13.04%)
	PTCS metastasis among patients with level IV metastasis

	4/31 (12.90%)
	PTCS metastasis among patients with level VI metastasis

	3/4 (75.00%)
	Level IV metastasis among PTCS-positive patients

	4/4 (100.00%)
	Level VI metastasis among PTCS-positive patients


Abbreviations: CT, computed tomography; PTCS, posterior carotid sheath channel; SD, standard deviation.
Table 2. Pathological lymph node findings in the four patients with PTCS metastasis.
	PTCS tissue
	Level VI
	Level V
	Level IV
	Level III
	Level II
	Patient

	Positive
	Positive (4/11)
	Negative
	Positive (5/13)
	Positive (3/12)
	Negative
	A

	Positive
	Positive (1/9)
	Negative
	Negative
	Positive (3/18)
	Negative
	B

	Positive
	Positive (14/15)
	Negative
	Positive (4/18)
	Positive (5/10)
	Negative
	C

	Positive
	Positive (4/6)
	Negative
	Positive (4/11)
	Negative
	Positive (6/20)
	D


Abbreviation: PTCS, posterior carotid sheath channel.
Table 3. Exploratory comparison of patients with and without PTCS metastasis. BRAF V600E results were available for 18 of 33 patients and missing for 15.
	P value
	No PTCS metastasis (n = 29)
	PTCS metastasis (n = 4)
	Outcome

	0.084
	1.59 ± 1.59
	3.25 ± 2.22
	Metastatic lymph nodes at level IV, mean ± SD

	0.254
	3.21 ± 3.20
	5.75 ± 5.68
	Metastatic lymph nodes at level VI, mean ± SD

	—
	11/14 (78.6%)
	4/4 (100.0%)
	BRAF V600E positivity among tested patients


Abbreviations: BRAF, B-Raf proto-oncogene; PTCS, posterior carotid sheath channel; SD, standard deviation.

