Supplementary Table. Comparison of Baseline Characteristics Between Follow-up and Non-follow-up Groups
	Variable
	Follow-up group (n=37)
	Non-follow-up group (n=65)
	P value

	Demographic characteristics and vital signs
	
	
	

	  Sex
	
	
	0.079

	Male, n (%)
	27 (73.0)
	36 (55.4)
	

	Female, n (%)
	10 (27.0)
	29 (44.6)
	

	Age, years
	65.000 (49.500 to 77.000)
	64.000 (52.000 to 71.500)
	0.529

	BMI, kg/m2
	23.294 ± 2.555
	23.899 ± 3.356
	0.429

	SBP, mmHg
	147.541 ± 21.518
	148.769 ± 22.649
	0.789

	DBP, mmHg
	88.000 (74.000 to 94.500)
	89.000 (78.000 to 95.500)
	0.542

	
	
	
	

	Medical history and lifestyle factors
	
	
	

	Hypertension, n (%)
	22 (59.5)
	39 (60.0)
	0.957

	Diabetes, n (%)
	7 (18.9)
	20 (30.8)
	0.192

	Atrial fibrillation, n (%)
	6 (16.2)
	7 (10.8)
	0.428

	Smoking history, n (%)
	13 (35.1)
	16 (24.6)
	0.257

	Alcohol consumption history, n (%)
	8 (21.6)
	16 (24.6)
	0.732

	
	
	
	

	Laboratory tests
	
	
	

	Liver function
	
	
	

	Alanine aminotransferase, U/L
	14.800 (9.100 to 19.450)
	13.100 (10.950 to 18.250)
	0.851

	Aspartate aminotransferase, U/L
	20.800 (14.900 to 27.450)
	20.500 (14.900 to 24.800)
	0.349

	Renal function
	
	
	

	Urea, mmol/L
	5.100 (4.550 to 7.250)
	5.890 (4.610 to 8.050)
	0.295

	Creatinine, μmol/L
	70.900 (60.600 to 85.300)
	67.000 (52.350 to 78.850)
	0.157

	Uric acid, μmol/L
	336.600 (285.850 to 379.200)
	314.000 (237.200 to 388.350)
	0.328

	Lipid levels
	
	
	

	Total cholesterol, mmol/L
	4.661 ± 1.153
	4.380 ± 1.121
	0.230

	Triglycerides, mmol/L
	1.130 (0.850 to 1.505)
	1.310 (1.000 to 1.720)
	0.126

	HDL-C, mmol/L
	1.040 ± 0.227
	0.990 ± 0.258
	0.327

	LDL-C, mmol/L
	2.963 ± 1.137
	2.687 ± 1.053
	0.214

	  Glycemic parameters
	
	
	

	Fasting blood glucose, mmol/L
	5.370 (4.695 to 6.070)
	6.120 (5.150 to 7.930)
	0.023

	HbA1c, %
	5.900 (5.450 to 6.500)
	5.900 (5.500 to 7.250)
	0.851

	  Complete blood count
	
	
	

	White blood cells, ×109/L
	7.340 (5.915 to 8.770)
	7.990 (6.265 to 10.475)
	0.067

	Platelets, ×109/L
	208.000 (175.000 to 273.000)
	209.000 (174.500 to 240.500)
	0.524

	  Blood coagulation
	
	
	

	D-dimer, mg/L
	0.640 (0.270 to 1.710)
	0.560 (0.310 to 1.255)
	0.587

	INR
	1.010 (0.980 to 1.090)
	1.010 (0.970 to 1.070)
	0.691

	  Homocysteine, μmol/L
	10.600 (8.950 to 16.200)
	10.070 (8.555 to 14.470)
	0.237

	
	
	
	

	Clinical features of stroke
	
	
	

	  TOAST classification
	
	
	0.315

	Large-artery atherosclerosis, n (%)
	21 (56.8)
	48 (73.8)
	

	Cardioembolism, n (%)
	8 (21.6)
	9 (13.8)
	

	Small-vessel occlusion, n (%)
	1 (2.7)
	3 (4.6)
	

	Stroke of other determined etiology, n (%)
	5 (13.5)
	4 (6.2)
	

	Stroke of undetermined etiology, n (%)
	2 (5.4)
	1 (1.5)
	

	  Thrombolysis and/or thrombectomy
	
	
	0.714

	Yes, n (%)
	14 (37.8)
	27 (41.5)
	

	No, n (%)
	23 (62.2)
	38 (58.5)
	

	Length of hospital stay, days
	11.000 (9.000 to 14.000)
	11.000 (9.000 to 14.000)
	0.992

	Clinical scores
	
	
	

	Admission NIHSS score
	8.000 (5.000 to 16.000)
	8.000 (4.000 to 14.000)
	0.851

	Discharge NIHSS score
	5.000 (2.500 to 13.000)
	8.000 (3.000 to 13.000)
	0.553

	
	
	
	

	Aphasia assessment
	
	
	

	Aphasia types
	
	
	0.138

	Global aphasia, n (%)
	14 (37.8)
	29 (44.6)
	

	Anomic aphasia, n (%)
	8 (21.6)
	18 (27.7)
	

	Broca’s aphasia, n (%)
	7 (18.9)
	14 (21.5)
	

	Conduction aphasia, n (%)
	2 (5.4)
	2 (3.1)
	

	Transcortical motor aphasia, n (%)
	2 (5.4)
	2 (3.1)
	

	Transcortical mixed aphasia, n (%)
	4 (10.8)
	0 (0.0)
	

	  Aphasia assessment
	
	
	

	AQ
	19.700 (2.700 to 71.750)
	16.900 (2.400 to 74.600)
	0.978

	Aphasia severity classification
	
	
	0.386

	Mild, n (%)
	10 (27.0)
	23 (35.4)
	

	Severe, n (%)
	27 (73.0)
	42 (64.6)
	

	WAB language subtest scores
	
	
	

	Information content
	1.000 (0.000 to 6.500)
	1.000 (0.000 to 8.000)
	0.796

	Fluency
	1.000 (0.000 to 6.000)
	1.000 (0.000 to 6.000)
	0.974

	Auditory comprehension
	4.100 (0.750 to 9.325)
	6.650 (0.825 to 9.225)
	0.778

	Repetition
	0.200 (0.000 to 8.300)
	0.200 (0.000 to 8.000)
	0.784

	Naming
	0.000 (0.000 to 5.150)
	0.000 (0.000 to 6.900)
	0.522

	
	
	
	

	Imaging characteristics
	
	
	

	Number of infarct lesions
	
	
	0.711

	Multiple infarcts, n (%)
	28 (75.7)
	47 (72.3)
	

	Single infarct, n (%)
	9 (24.3)
	18 (27.7)
	

	Infarction locations
	
	
	

	Frontal lobe infarction, n (%)
	26 (70.3)
	45 (69.2)
	0.913

	Parietal lobe infarction, n (%)
	24 (64.9)
	42 (64.6)
	0.980

	Temporal lobe infarction, n (%)
	25 (67.6)
	41 (63.1)
	0.648

	Insular infarction, n (%)
	12 (32.4)
	20 (30.8)
	0.862

	Occipital lobe infarction, n (%)
	6 (16.2)
	15 (23.1)
	0.410

	Thalamic infarction, n (%)
	1 (2.7)
	2 (3.1)
	0.914

	Basal ganglia and periventricular infarction, n (%)
	18 (48.6)
	37 (56.9)
	0.420

	Centrum semiovale infarction, n (%)
	6 (16.2)
	10 (15.4)
	0.912

	Infarction in other regions, n (%)
	3 (8.1)
	5 (7.7)
	0.940




