Supplementary Appendix A. Source-to-Code Audit Trail
Supplementary material for: Beyond Fraud Types: Guardian Severance and Relational Fraud Prevention in South Korea
Purpose. This appendix makes explicit the interpretive pathway from publicly documented fraud mechanisms to the proposed five-stage Relational Core. The five cases were selected on the basis of trust-mediated induced transfer and maximum variation, not on the prior presence of guardian severance. The entries are representative evidential anchors rather than an exhaustive corpus. Guardian severance is coded only where the documentary description supports a reduction, bypass, substitution, or functional loss of an independent protective relationship or verification channel.
	Case
	Stage
	Observed/documented mechanism
	Ontological coding
	Representative documentary basis

	Case 1: Composite institutional impersonation
	Trust construction
	Government/financial institution impersonation, official-looking communications, staged role transfer
	Exploits
	FSC 2026c; KISA 2026

	Case 1
	Guardian severance
	Malicious app can control calls, alter displayed numbers, and intercept attempts to contact official numbers
	Severs
	FSC 2026c

	Case 1
	Pressure creation
	Escalation from suspected payment/problem to investigation and urgent protective action
	Pressure event
	KISA 2026; FSC 2026c

	Case 1
	Asset transfer
	Victim induced to transfer assets under the claimed protective/investigative process
	Transfers
	FSC 2026c

	Case 1
	Concealment
	Controlled numbers/accounts and malicious-app infrastructure obscure offender identity and event continuity
	Conceals
	FSC 2026c

	Case 2: Direct prosecutor/regulator impersonation
	Trust construction
	Claimed prosecutorial, police, or financial-supervisory authority
	Exploits
	NPA 2018; FSC 2026c

	Case 2
	Guardian severance
	Secrecy/confidentiality instructions and isolation from third-party consultation
	Severs
	NPA 2018

	Case 2
	Pressure creation
	Claim that victim is implicated in crime or must act immediately to protect assets
	Pressure event
	NPA 2018; FSC 2026c

	Case 2
	Asset transfer
	Transfer to an account described as necessary for verification/protection
	Transfers
	NPA 2018

	Case 2
	Concealment
	Use of mule accounts/temporary communication identities after transfer
	Conceals
	NPA 2018; NPA 2026a

	Case 3: Low-interest loan refinancing fraud
	Trust construction
	Offer of low-interest refinancing or policy-linked loan through a financial-company persona
	Exploits
	NPA 2018; FSC 2026c

	Case 3
	Guardian severance
	Instructions to delete legitimate banking/call-protection apps or install malicious software; communication becomes offender-controlled
	Severs
	FSC 2026c

	Case 3
	Pressure creation
	Claim that existing debt must be repaid, a deposit posted, or another condition satisfied before the promised loan can proceed
	Pressure event
	NPA 2018; FSC 2026c

	Case 3
	Asset transfer
	Victim transfers repayment, deposit, guarantee, or related funds
	Transfers
	NPA 2018; FSC 2026c

	Case 3
	Concealment
	Use of third-party accounts or rapidly changing channels after induced payment
	Conceals
	NPA 2026a

	Case 4: Team-mission fraud
	Trust construction
	Small initial rewards and an offender-controlled group create apparent legitimacy and peer confirmation
	Exploits
	NPA 2026b

	Case 4
	Guardian severance
	Offender-controlled group or application environment substitutes for independent verification; code applied only where the environment discourages or displaces outside checking
	Severs
	NPA 2026b

	Case 4
	Pressure creation
	Escalating mission requirements, sunk-cost pressure, and claims that group outcomes depend on continued payment
	Pressure event
	NPA 2026b

	Case 4
	Asset transfer
	Repeated deposits to complete tasks or unlock withdrawal
	Transfers
	NPA 2026b

	Case 4
	Concealment
	Scam applications, accounts, and online identities can be removed or replaced after extraction
	Conceals
	NPA 2026b; NPA 2026a

	Case 5: Secondhand-market non-delivery fraud
	Trust construction
	Bargain listing, seller profile, platform setting, and plausible transaction narrative
	Exploits
	NPA 2025b

	Case 5
	Guardian severance
	Seller actively induces buyer to bypass an available protected transaction or independent verification mechanism before payment
	Severs
	NPA 2025b

	Case 5
	Pressure creation
	Urgency, scarcity, convenience, or repeated payment instructions narrow deliberation
	Pressure event
	NPA 2025b

	Case 5
	Asset transfer
	Buyer transfers funds before secure confirmation of delivery
	Transfers
	NPA 2025b

	Case 5
	Concealment
	Seller account/contact disappears or becomes unreachable after payment
	Conceals
	NPA 2025b


Coding notes
Guardian severance is coded only where a protective relationship or independent verification channel is reduced, bypassed, substituted, or made functionally unavailable.
Pressure creation and guardian severance are separate codes. Urgency alone is not severance.
The five-stage ordering is functional rather than strictly chronological; stages may overlap or recur within an incident.
The appendix supports transparency of the theory-building comparison. It does not convert the five purposively selected cases into a statistically representative sample.
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