Supplementary Table 2. Systematic literature search strategy across four electronic databases.
	Database
	Search platform
	Search fields
	Search strategy
	Time span

	PubMed (MEDLINE)
	PubMed.gov
	MeSH terms, Title/Abstract
	#1 "Popliteal Artery"[Mesh] OR popliteal artery OR infrapopliteal artery
#2 "Tibial Arteries"[Mesh] OR anterior tibial artery OR posterior tibial artery
#3 "Fibular Artery"[Mesh] OR peroneal artery OR fibular artery
#4 #1 OR #2 OR #3
#5 "Anatomic Variation"[Mesh] OR anatomical variation OR branching pattern OR vascular variation
#6 hypoplasia[tiab] OR aplasia[tiab] OR hypoplastic[tiab] OR aplastic[tiab]
#7 #5 OR #6
#8 "Angiography"[Mesh] OR CTA OR DSA OR computed tomography angiography OR digital subtraction angiography
#9 "Cadaver"[Mesh] OR cadaveric study OR anatomic dissection
#10 "Prevalence"[Mesh] OR prevalence OR epidemiological study
#11 #8 OR #9 OR #10
#12 #4 AND #7 AND #11
#13 Filters: Humans, all languages, full-text available
	Inception to Dec 2024

	Embase
	Embase.com
	Emtree terms, Title/Abstract/Keywords
	#1 'popliteal artery'/exp OR popliteal artery OR infrapopliteal artery
#2 'tibial artery'/exp OR anterior tibial artery OR posterior tibial artery
#3 'peroneal artery'/exp OR peroneal artery OR fibular artery
#4 #1 OR #2 OR #3
#5 'anatomical variation'/exp OR anatomical variation OR branching pattern OR vascular variation
#6 'hypoplasia'/exp OR hypoplasia OR aplasia OR hypoplastic OR aplastic
#7 #5 OR #6
#8 'computed tomography angiography'/exp OR CTA OR DSA OR digital subtraction angiography
#9 'cadaver'/exp OR cadaveric study OR anatomic dissection
#10 'prevalence'/exp OR prevalence OR epidemiological study
#11 #8 OR #9 OR #10
#12 #4 AND #7 AND #11
#13 Limit to: Human studies
	Inception to Dec 2024

	Web of Science
	Web of Science
	Topic (TS: title, abstract, author keywords, Keywords Plus)
	TS=((popliteal artery OR infrapopliteal artery OR anterior tibial artery OR posterior tibial artery OR peroneal artery OR fibular artery)
AND (anatomical variation OR branching pattern OR vascular variation OR hypoplasia OR aplasia OR hypoplastic OR aplastic)
AND (computed tomography angiography OR CTA OR digital subtraction angiography OR DSA OR cadaveric OR anatomic dissection OR prevalence))
Document types: Article, Review, Letter; Language: All languages
	Inception to Dec 2024

	Cochrane Library
	Cochrane Library
	MeSH, Title, Abstract, Keywords
	#1 MeSH descriptor: Popliteal Artery explode all trees
#2 (popliteal artery OR infrapopliteal artery):ti,ab,kw
#3 #1 OR #2
#4 MeSH descriptor: Tibial Arteries explode all trees
#5 (anterior tibial artery OR posterior tibial artery):ti,ab,kw
#6 #4 OR #5
#7 MeSH descriptor: Fibular Artery explode all trees
#8 (peroneal artery OR fibular artery):ti,ab,kw
#9 #7 OR #8
#10 #3 OR #6 OR #9
#11 MeSH descriptor: Anatomic Variation explode all trees
#12 (anatomical variation OR branching pattern OR vascular variation):ti,ab,kw
#13 MeSH descriptor: Hypoplasia explode all trees
#14 (hypoplasia OR aplasia OR hypoplastic OR aplastic):ti,ab,kw
#15 #11 OR #12 OR #13 OR #14
#16 #10 AND #15
	Inception to Dec 2024


No language restriction was applied in the electronic search. Supplementary manual search: reference lists of all included studies and two key systematic reviews (Tomaszewski et al. 2017; Abou-Foul et al. 2016) were manually screened by two independent investigators. Discrepancies in study eligibility were resolved by discussion or adjudication by a third senior reviewer.
Abbreviations: CTA, computed tomography angiography; DSA, digital subtraction angiography; MeSH, Medical Subject Headings; TS, topic.




