QUESTIONNAIRE
Knowledge, Perceptions, and Experiences Regarding Cancer among Final-Year Medical Interns in the Kivu Sub-Region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
INFORMED CONSENT
I understand that my participation is voluntary and that the information I provide will be used solely for research purposes to improve cancer screening and management services. All my data will remain confidential, and I agree to participate.
☐  I consent
☐  I do not consent
A. SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
1. What is your current age?
______ years _______________________________________________
2. Sex
☐  Male
☐  Female
3. What is your province of origin?
☐  South Kivu
☐  North Kivu
☐  Other province
☐  Outside the country
4. What is your marital status?
☐  Single
☐  Married
☐  Other
5. How many months of internship have you already completed since the beginning?
______ months _______________________________________________
6. What is your university of origin?
☐  Official University of Bukavu (UOB)
☐  Catholic University of Bukavu (UCB)
☐  Free University of the Great Lakes (ULPGL)
☐  Evangelical University in Africa (UEA)
☐  University of Goma (UNIGOM)
☐  Catholic University of Graben
☐  University of Kindu
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
B. KNOWLEDGE ABOUT CANCER
1. Have you ever heard about cancer?
☐  Yes
☐  No
2. What is your main source of information about cancer? (multiple answers possible)
☐  University courses / Medical training
☐  Media (TV, radio, internet)
☐  Family / Friends
☐  Scientific literature / Books
☐  Clinical experience during internship
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
3. Cancer is primarily characterized by:
☐  An acute infection
☐  Uncontrolled proliferation of abnormal cells
☐  A transient inflammation
☐  An allergic reaction
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
4. Which type(s) of cancer have you heard of? (multiple answers possible)
☐  Colorectal cancer
☐  Leukemia
☐  Retinoblastoma
☐  Breast cancer
☐  Lymphoma
☐  Medulloblastoma
☐  Uterine cancer
☐  Ovarian cancer
☐  Lung cancer
☐  Prostate cancer
☐  Skin cancer
☐  None
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
5. In your opinion, what are the main risk factors for cancer? (multiple answers possible)
☐  Tobacco smoking
☐  Alcohol consumption
☐  Poor diet (e.g., excess red meat, low in fruits/vegetables)
☐  Lack of physical exercise
☐  Infections (e.g., HPV, hepatitis B/C)
☐  Exposure to chemical substances / Pollution
☐  Genetic / Hereditary factors
☐  Aging (age)
☐  Cultural myths (witchcraft)
☐  None
☐  I do not know
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
True or False – Knowledge
For each statement, indicate whether it is True, False, or whether you do not know.
6. Cancer affects only elderly people.
☐  True
☐  False
☐  I do not know
7. Early detection improves treatment outcomes.
☐  True
☐  False
☐  I do not know
8. Tobacco smoking is the most frequent cause of cancer.
☐  True
☐  False
☐  I do not know
9. Certain vaccinations can prevent some cancers (HPV/HBV).
☐  True
☐  False
☐  I do not know
10. Use of sunscreen reduces skin cancer risk.
☐  True
☐  False
☐  I do not know
11. Cancer is always hereditary.
☐  True
☐  False
☐  I do not know
12. Breast cancer can affect men.
☐  True
☐  False
☐  I do not know
13. H. pylori can lead to gastric cancer.
☐  True
☐  False
☐  I do not know
14. What means of cancer prevention or screening do you know? (multiple answers possible)
☐  Vaccination (e.g., against HPV)
☐  Regular screening (e.g., mammography, cervical smear)
☐  Smoking cessation
☐  Healthy diet and physical exercise
☐  Avoidance of environmental exposures
☐  Genetic testing for at-risk families
☐  None
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
15. HPV vaccination is primarily recommended for:
☐  Girls before the onset of sexual activity
☐  Women over 50 years of age
☐  Men only
☐  I do not know
C. MANAGEMENT AND PERCEPTIONS
16. Do you think cancer can be cured?
☐  Yes
☐  No
☐  I do not know
17. If yes, when can cancer be cured?
☐  If detected and managed at an early stage
☐  If medicines are available
☐  If managed in a specialized center
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
18. Which therapeutic modality(ies) is/are used for the management of cancer? (multiple answers possible)
☐  Surgery
☐  Chemotherapy
☐  Immunotherapy
☐  Targeted therapy
☐  Radiotherapy
☐  Palliative treatment
☐  Traditional treatment / Herbs
☐  I do not know
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
19. In a resource-limited setting, the main role of palliative care is: (multiple answers possible)
☐  To relieve pain and other symptoms (dyspnea, nausea, anxiety)
☐  To improve the quality of life of the patient and their family
☐  To support psychological and spiritual accompaniment
☐  To be integrated early into the management of advanced cancers
☐  To be reserved only for the terminal phase
☐  To facilitate home-based care when possible
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
20. In your opinion, what are the main causes of the high cancer mortality in the DRC? (multiple answers possible)
☐  Late diagnosis
☐  Lack of access to treatments
☐  Insufficient resources (equipment, specialized staff)
☐  Low level of education of the population
☐  Sociocultural factors (resort to traditional medicine)
☐  Poverty / Lack of financial means
☐  I do not know
☐  None
☐  Other (please specify): _______________________________
21. Do you think that cancer prevention, diagnosis, and management are adequate in the DRC?
☐  Yes
☐  No
☐  I do not know
22. If no, what are the reasons?
 _______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________
23. What priority prevention measures would you propose to fight cancer in the DRC?
 _______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________
D. ATTITUDES AND PERCEPTIONS
1. On a scale from 1 to 5 (1 = Very low priority, 5 = Very high priority), what level of priority do you assign to the fight against cancer in the DRC?
☐  1 – Very low priority
☐  2
☐  3
☐  4
☐  5 – Very high priority
2. Do you think that cancer is a major public health problem in the Kivu sub-region?
☐  Yes
☐  No
☐  I do not know
3. In your opinion, do myths and cultural traditions negatively influence the management of cancer?
☐  Yes, a lot
☐  Yes, moderately
☐  No
☐  I do not know
4. What is your general perception of cancer (e.g., is it a “cursed” disease or a treatable one)?
 _______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________
E. PERSONAL AND FAMILY EXPERIENCE
1. Do you have a personal history of cancer?
☐  Yes
☐  No
2. Do you have a family history of cancer (e.g., parent, sibling)?
☐  Yes
☐  No
3. If yes, what is the relationship?
 _______________________________________________
4. If yes, what mode of treatment did you observe or experience?
☐  Conventional medical treatment (hospital)
☐  Traditional treatment
☐  Other
5. If yes, what was the observed outcome?
☐  Recovery
☐  Death
☐  Other
6. Based on your clinical or personal experience, what solutions would you propose to improve the fight against cancer in the Kivu sub-region?
 _______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________
