Table 1. Demographics and disease characteristics of patients in the control group and NK group. 
	Variables
	NK group
(n=40)
	Control group
(n=80)
	P value

	Age
	53.26±10.49 (28-83)
	53.51±11.72 (28-81)
	0.333

	Gender
	
	
	

	Male
	33(82.5)
	68(85)
	0.793

	Female
	7(17.5)
	12(15)
	

	CNLC Stage
	
	
	0.369

	I
	11(27.5)
	28(35)
	

	II
	26(65)
	45(56.25)
	

	III
	3(7.5)
	7(8.75)
	

	HBV (+)
	29(72.5)
	60(75)
	0.826

	Vascular Invasion
	
	
	0.432

	Yes
	3(7.5)
	7(8.75)
	

	No
	37(92.5)
	73(91.25)
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk236904805]Tumor Differentiation
	
	
	0.352

	Poor
	6(15)
	9(11.25)
	

	Moderate-Poor, Moderate
	31(77.5)
	61(76.25)
	

	Moderate-Well, Well
	3(7.5)
	10(12.5)
	

	Extrahepatic Spread
	
	
	1.000

	Yes
	3(7.5)
	5(6.25)
	

	No
	37(92.5)
	75(93.75)
	

	Child-Pugh class
	
	
	0.616

	A
	39(97.5)
	79(98.75)
	

	B
	1(2.5)
	1(1.25)
	

	Therapy
	
	
	

	Surgery
	40(100)
	80(100)
	1.000

	TACE
	10(25)
	17(21.25)
	0.649

	RFA
	19(47.5)
	39(48.75)
	1.000

	Radiotherapy
	1(2.5)
	3(3.75)
	0.618

	Chemotherapy
	10(25)
	18(22.5)
	0.820

	Targeted therapy
	11(27.5)
	28(35)
	0.536

	Immunotherapy
	5(12.5)
	8(10)
	0.758


[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Abbreviations: CNLC, China Liver Cancer Staging; HBV, hepatitis B virus; NK, natural killer; RFA, radiofrequency ablation; TACE, transarterial chemoembolization.





Table 2. Univariate Cox proportional hazards regression analysis of prognostic factors in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma
	
Variables
	Univariate analysis

	
	HR (95%CI)
	P value

	Age (≥50 vs.<50)
	0.741（0.317---1.729）
	0.487

	Gender
	2.086（0.623---6.989）
	0.233

	Therapy (NK vs. Control)
	0.226（0.058---0.877）
	0.032*

	CNLC Stage (I、II vs. III)
	1.741（0.427---7.089）
	0.439

	HBV (pos vs. neg)
	0.689（0.263---1.808）
	0.449

	Vascular Invasion
	1.965（0.403---9.575）
	0.403

	Tumor Differentiation
	1.585（0.424---5.933）
	0.494

	Extrahepatic Spread
	0.719（0.121---4.277）
	0.717

	Child-Pugh class (A vs. B)
	0.178（0.008---4.159）
	0.283

	TACE
	1.368（0.367---5.096）
	0.640

	RFA
	0.533（0.203---1.399）
	0.201

	Radiotherapy
	1.240（0.111---13.876）
	0.861

	Chemotherapy
	2.334（0.985---5.531）
	0.054

	Targeted therapy
	1.912（0.655---5.587）
	0.236

	Immunotherapy
	3.779（0.740---19.301）
	0.110


Abbreviations: CI, confidence interval; CNLC, China Liver Cancer Staging; HBV, hepatitis B virus; HR, hazard ratio; RFA, radiofrequency ablation; TACE, transarterial chemoembolization. *Statistically significant, P < 0.05.

Table 3. Adverse events in patients following NK cell infusion
	Adverse event type
	No. of patients (n = 40)

	Fever
	2

	Palpitation
	2

	Fatigue
	5

	Rash
	NA

	Pruritus
	NA

	Arthralgia
	2

	Decreased appetite
	NA

	Nausea/vomiting
	3

	Allergic reaction
	NA

	Elevated blood pressure
	2

	Pneumonia
	NA

	Hepatitis
	NA

	Colitis
	NA



