A note to the reviewers
The current paper submitted has already undergone a previous review process by reviewers at the Journal of Industrial and Business Economics (JIBE). I missed the deadline to submit the revised version, so I had to start a new submission. In the previous submission, Marco Grazzi was assigned as associate editor, and the identifier was JIBE-D-25-00045. 
I believe it is relevant that the reviewers of this new submission know that I addressed the previous reviewers’ requests.  As a result, this new version of the manuscript has higher quality due to the reviewers' suggestions and the authors' corrections.
As the author, I do not intend to influence the reviewers' decision, and I will accept the feedback and decision.
Apart from this note, I have attached the following three files:
1. The manuscript
2. The letter to the previous reviewers.
3. An Excel file with some calculations using a reference that one of the reviewers recommended.
The following bullets summarise my previous review process with JIBE.  
· Initially, the original version of the paper was submitted around February 2025. 
· The two reviewers provided feedback to the author with close to 40 corrections and requests.  
· The author faced unforeseen professional and personal situations, so it took 18 months to address the reviewers' feedback.  
· During those 18 months, the JIBE team was supportive by providing extensions to the deadline.  
· The last extension was granted until 4th of September 2026.  However, the author understood that the deadline was 15th of September. As a result, the deadline passed, and I had to start a new submission.
I hope this information can be relevant to you.
Thank you
