Table 1. Clinical and demographic characteristics of MS patients and controls.
	
	
	
	

	
	MS patients (n=280)
	Controls (n=50)
	p-value

	Age, mean (SD)
	46.7 (12.1)
	44.5 (13.8)
	0.233

	Female, n (%)
	194 (69.3)
	31 (62)
	0.393

	CMV seropositivity, n (%)
	183 (65.4)
	36 (72)
	0.451

	MS type, n (%)                      RRMS
	203 (72.5)
	
	

	                                                SPMS
	62 (22.1)
	
	

	                                                PPMS
	15 (5.4)
	
	

	Disease duration, mean (SD), years
	15.8 (10.5)
	
	

	EDSS, mean (SD)
	3.34 (2.22)
	
	

	MSSS, mean (SD)
	3.81 (2.93)
	
	

	ARR
	0.81 (2.57)
	
	

	Time from last relapse (months)
	52 (62.4)
	
	

	DMT-naïve, n (%)
	101 (36)
	
	

	
	
	
	



Values are expressed as mean ± SD for parametric variables. P-values were calculated using t-test for parametric variables and Chi-square test for categorical variables. CMV: cytomegalovirus. RRMS: Relapsing Remitting MS, SPMS: secondary progressive MS, PPMS: primary progressive MS. EDSS: expanded disability status scale. MSSS: Multiple Sclerosis Severity Score. ARR: annualized relapse rate. DMT: disease-modifying therapy.



