Determinants of Home Loan Default Risk — Comparative Empirical Study (Draft)
Appendix A. Structured Questionnaire (Construct Items)
All items use a 5-point Likert scale: 1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree, 5 = Strongly Agree, unless otherwise noted. Items should be randomised/interspersed in fieldwork to reduce common method bias.
Section A - Screening & Demographics
1. Do you currently hold an active home loan? (Yes/No - screen out if No)
1. Employment type: Salaried / Self-Employed (Business owner or Professional)
1. Age, Gender, Marital status, Education, Number of dependents, City tier, Monthly household income, Loan amount, Tenure, Interest rate, EMI, CIBIL score band (self-reported/bureau-verified), Loan-to-value ratio at sanction, Years in current job/business.
Section B - Income Stability (IS)
1. IS1: My monthly income has been stable and predictable over the past 12 months.
1. IS2: I am confident my income will not decline significantly in the next year.
1. IS3: My income sources are diversified enough to absorb a temporary shock.
1. IS4: I rarely experience delays in receiving my expected income.
Section C - Debt Servicing Burden (DSB)
1. DSB1: My monthly EMI takes up a large share of my monthly income.
1. DSB2: I find it difficult to save money after paying my EMI and other debts.
1. DSB3: I sometimes have to cut essential expenses to pay my EMI on time.
1. DSB4: My total debt obligations (including this loan) feel burdensome relative to my income.
Section D - Loan-to-Value / Collateral Concern (LTV)
1. LTV1: I am concerned that my property's market value could fall below my outstanding loan amount.
1. LTV2: The margin between my property value and loan amount gives me limited financial cushion.
1. LTV3: I worry about being able to sell my property for enough to clear the loan if needed.
1. LTV4: Property market fluctuations in my city worry me in relation to this loan.
Section E - Credit History Discipline (CHD)
1. CHD1: I have consistently paid my credit card bills and past loan EMIs on time.
1. CHD2: I actively monitor my credit score / CIBIL report.
1. CHD3: I avoid taking on new debt before repaying existing obligations.
1. CHD4: I have never had a loan or credit account marked overdue for more than 30 days.
Section F - Financial Literacy (FL)
1. FL1: I understand how changes in interest rates affect my EMI.
1. FL2: I understand how my credit score is calculated and what affects it.
1. FL3: I compare loan terms across lenders before making financial decisions.
1. FL4: I understand the difference between fixed and floating interest rates.
Section G - Psychological/Behavioural Traits (PBT)
1. PBT1: I often make financial decisions impulsively, without detailed planning.
1. PBT2: I prefer spending now over saving for uncertain future needs.
1. PBT3: I am comfortable taking financial risks other people might avoid.
1. PBT4: I sometimes take on financial commitments without fully assessing my ability to repay.
Section H - Macroeconomic Stress Perception (MSP)
1. MSP1: I am worried about how rising interest rates could affect my loan repayment.
1. MSP2: I feel vulnerable to job/business income loss due to economic slowdowns.
1. MSP3: General inflation has made it harder for me to manage my EMI.
1. MSP4: I feel the broader economic environment increases my repayment risk.
Section I - Perceived Default Risk (PDR) [Endogenous]
1. PDR1: I often worry about missing an EMI payment.
1. PDR2: I have had to delay or partially pay an EMI in the past 12 months.
1. PDR3: I believe I could default on this loan if my income dropped by 20%.
1. PDR4: I feel at risk of falling behind on this loan in the next year.


Appendix B. Accompanying Files
1. Simulated_Dataset_and_Results.xlsx - simulated pilot dataset (N = 400), full codebook, simulation methodology notes, and all reliability/validity/structural/MGA/logistic output tables, formatted for direct cross-checking against SmartPLS output or for re-use as a SmartPLS import template once populated with real data.
1. Figures 1-5 (embedded above) - conceptual framework, estimated structural model, default-rate comparison, ROC curve, and reliability/validity chart, all reproducible from the Python scripts documented alongside the workbook.
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