Appendices
Appendix A: Reading Passage with Synonym-Embedment
Mr and Mrs Davis had left their Christmas shopping very late (overdue). There were only a few days more before Christmas, and of course the shops and streets were terribly crowded (packed), but they have to get presents for their family and friends, so they started out (departed) early one morning for the big city, and spent several tiring (exhausting) hours buying the things they wanted in the big shops. By lunch time, Mr. Davis was loaded down with parcels of all shapes and sizes. He could hardly see where he was going as he and his wife left the last shop on their way to the railway station and home. Outside the shop they had to cross a busy (congested) street, made even busier than usual by the thousands of people who have come by car to do their last-minute Christmas shopping. Mr. and Mrs. Davis had to wait for the traffic lights to change but as Mr. Davis could not see in front of him properly, he gradually moved forward into the road without realizing it. Mrs. Davis saw this and became worried (perturbed). Several times she urged (implored) her husband to come back off the road, but without success. He could not hear her because of the noise (clamour) of the traffic. Finally, she shouted (vociferated) in a voice that could be heard clearly above all the noise, ‘Henry! If you intend to stand in the dangerous (hazardous) position a moment longer, give me the parcels!’
Appendix B: Reading Passages with Target Words in the Control Condition
Mr. and Mrs. Davis had left their Christmas shopping overdue. There were only a few days more before Christmas, and of course the shops and streets were terribly packed, but they have to get presents for their family and friends, so they departed early one morning for the big city, and spent several exhausting hours buying the things they wanted in the big shops. By lunch time, Mr. Davis was loaded down with parcels of all shapes and sizes. He could hardly see where he was going as he and his wife left the last shop on their way to the railway station and home. Outside the shop they had to cross a congested street, made even busier than usual by the thousands of people who have come by car to do their last-minute Christmas shopping. Mr. and Mrs. Davis had to wait for the traffic lights to change but as Mr. Davis could not see in front of him properly, he gradually moved forward into the road without realizing it. Mrs. Davis saw this and became perturbed. Several times she implored her husband to come back off the road, but without success. He could not hear her because of the clamor of the traffic. Finally, she vociferated in a voice that could be heard clearly above all the noise, ‘Henry! If you intend to stand in the hazardous position a moment longer, give me the parcels!’
Appendix-C: Meaning-Recognition Test
Instructions
Read each target word and select the option that best represents its meaning as used in the reading passage. Choose ONE answer only.
1. OVERDUE
Overdue means:
A. expected to happen soon
B. completed before the expected time
C. not completed by the expected time
D. repeated after a short period
2. PACKED
Packed means:
A. very crowded with people or things
B. covered with valuable objects
C. closed to the public
D. divided into separate areas
3. DEPARTED
Departed means:
A. returned to a place
B. left a place
C. entered a place
D. reached a place
4. EXHAUSTING
Exhausting means:
A. causing physical or mental tiredness
B. creating interest or excitement
C. requiring careful attention
D. providing physical or mental energy
5. CONGESTED
Congested means:
A. crowded or blocked by a large amount of traffic
B. surrounded by buildings and shops
C. separated from other areas
D. protected from vehicles and pedestrians
6. PERTURBED
Perturbed means:
A. pleased about something
B. worried or upset about something
C. surprised by something
D. interested in something
7. IMPLORED
Implored means:
A. asked someone earnestly
B. warned someone formally
C. criticized someone strongly
D. informed someone politely
8. CLAMOUR
Clamour means:
A. a mixture of loud sounds
B. a period of complete silence
C. a series of quiet conversations
D. a sudden change in sound
9. VOCIFERATED
Vociferated means:
A. spoke or shouted loudly
B. listened carefully
C. spoke in a low voice
D. communicated through writing
10. HAZARDOUS
Hazardous means:
A. difficult to control
B. likely to cause harm
C. unpleasant to experience
D. difficult to understand

