	
	
	



Appendix A. Focus group prompts for each theme
Theme 1: What are the positives of being a student who has completed the foundation year?
Potential prompt questions:
Have the positives changed in different years of study? Can you explain how or why?
Are there ways in which we could better utilise the skills and knowledge of the foundation students in our curriculum
What positives do you think will continue into your chosen career? 
What was the most unexpected positive factor?
Theme 2: Support/Belonging/ Community
Potential prompt questions:
In what ways do you feel a ‘part‘ of the medical school community?
· In terms of whether you feel ‘a sense of belonging and community’ and what that looks like
· In terms of support from staff
· In terms of support from peers
Is there anything that the school could improve on in terms of supporting students who have studied on the foundation programme?
Theme 3: Struggles 
Potential prompt questions:
Have you had any struggles at any point in medical school?
How did you get through this struggle?
Can you think of any future struggles and how you might overcome them?
Can you think of any smaller struggles or day to day struggles that you experience?
What was done or could have been done to alleviate any of the struggles you went through
Theme 4: Personal Journeys 
This theme is exploring your personal journey to where you are now, but also what you see yourself doing in the future and how this may or may not have changed through your journey to this point. 
Potential prompt questions:
When did you realise you wanted to be a doctor? What made you pursue this career?
How did you become aware of the foundation programme?
If you had a specialism in mind before coming to medical school has this changed along your journey through medical school or is it the same?
In 10 years time where do you see yourself?
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