Ethics Statement (Human Participants)
This study involving human participants was reviewed and approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) / Ethics Committee of Ton Duc Thang University (Approval Ref: TDTU-2023/718H1581). The research was carried out in accordance with the guidelines and regulations established by the Institutional Review Board of Ton Duc Thang University and the ethical principles of the 1964 Declaration of Helsinki and its later amendments.
All participants provided informed consent prior to participating in the experiments. Participation was entirely voluntary, and participants were informed of their right to withdraw from the study at any point without penalty. Deception utilized in confederate social anchor conditions was disclosed to all participants during a standardized post-experiment debriefing session.
Consent to Participate
Informed consent was obtained from all individual participants included in the study prior to experimental administration. Participants were fully informed regarding the general nature of the food evaluation tasks, data confidentiality procedures, and their right to voluntary withdrawal at any stage without penalty. Written informed consent was formally signed and collected from each participant prior to their inclusion in the laboratory experiments.
