Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics of participants (N=173)
	Variables
	Effective
	Percentage

	Age
	
	

	20-34
	38
	22.0

	35 - 44
	78
	45.1

	45-54
	38
	22.0

	55
	19
	11.0

	Median (IQR)
	40 (35-46)

	Sex
	
	

	Male
	137
	79.2

	Female
	36
	20.8

	Occupation
	
	

	Medical doctor
	128
	74.0

	Pharmacist
	15
	8.7

	Dental surgeon
	5
	2.9

	Biologist
	8
	4.6

	Other 1
	17
	9.8

	Level of education
	
	

	Master’s degree
	70
	40.5

	Specialised Study Diploma
	35
	20.2

	State Doctorate
	31
	17.9

	PhD
	16
	9.2

	Post-doc
	13
	7.5

	Other 2
	8
	4.6

	Region of residence
	
	

	Conakry
	160
	92.5

	Kindia
	8
	4.6

	Mamou
	3
	1.7

	Kankan
	1
	0.6

	N'zérékoré
	1
	0.6

	Main position
	
	

	Academics 
	59
	34.1

	Research Assistant
	47
	27.2

	Decision-maker
	36
	20.8

	Research fellow
	3
	1.7

	Knowledge broker
	2
	1.2

	Other 3                                                       
	25
	14.5

	Unknown
	1
	0.6

	Number of years of experience 
	
	

	1-5
	101
	58.4

	6-10
	39
	22.5

	11-15
	12
	6.9

	16-20
	14
	8.1

	> 20
	7
	4.0

	Current position
	
	

	Project Assistant
	33
	19.1

	Project Manager
	10
	5.8

	Head of Section 
	9
	5.2

	Health Programme Manager
	8
	4.6

	Head of Division 
	3
	1.7

	National Director 
	3
	1.7

	Director of a Research Centre or Institute
	3
	1.7

	Director of a political institution 
	2
	1.2

	Hospital Director
	2
	1.2

	Regional Health Inspector
	1
	0.6

	Other 4    
	91
	52.6

	Unknown
	8
	4.6

	Institutional affiliation
	
	

	· Universities (n=59)
	
	

	Gamal Abdel Nasser University of Conakry (UGANC)
	56
	32.4

	Kofi Annan University
	2
	1.2

	UNIC University
	1
	0.6

	· Ministries
	
	

	Ministry of Higher Education, Research and Innovation
	1
	0.6

	Ministry of Technical Education and Professional Training
	1
	0.6

	Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene (n=49)
	
	

	Central Administration (unspecified)
	22
	12.7

	National Directorate of Public and Private Health Facilities
	3
	1.7

	National Directorate of Epidemiology and Disease Control
	2
	1.2

	Strategy and Development Office
	1
	0.6

	National Programme for the Fight against HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis
	4
	2.6

	National Cancer Control Programme
	3
	1.7

	National Oral Health Programme
	1
	0.6

	National Eye Health Programme
	1
	0.6

	National Tuberculosis Control Programme
	1
	0.6

	National Malaria Control Programme
	1
	0.6

	Regional Health Inspectorate of Conakry 
	2
	1.2

	Regional Health Inspectorate of Kankan
	1
	0.2

	Regional Health Inspectorate of Mamou
	1
	0.2

	District Health Office of Mamou
	1
	0.6

	District Health Offices in Conakry 
	5
	2.9

	· Public and private healthcare facilities (n=16)
	
	

	Donka National Hospital
	7
	4.0

	Ignace Deen National Hospital
	5
	2.9

	Institute of Nutrition and Child Health 
	1
	0.6

	Communal Medical Centre of Minière
	1
	0.6

	Saint Gabriel Dispensary
	1
	0.6

	Foundation “Espoir Guinée” 
	1
	0.6

	· Research/Training Institutes (n=37)
	
	

	Centre for Research and Training in Infectious Diseases 
	12
	6.9

	Africa Centre of Excellence for Prevention and Control of Communicable Diseases 
	6
	3.5

	National Centre for Training and Research in Rural Health of Maferinyah 
	4
	2.3

	Centre for Research in Human Reproduction of Guinea 
	3
	1.7

	Centre for Research in Virology 
	3
	1.7

	Institute for Research and Development of Medicinal and Food Plants of Guinea
	3
	1.7

	National Institute of Public Health 
	2
	1.2

	Institute for Research in Endogenous Technology of Guinea
	1
	0.6

	Itinerant Institute for Integrated Training and Prevention against Drugs and other Addictive Behaviours
	1
	0.6

	Higher Institute of Architecture and Urban Planning
	1
	0.6

	Higher Institute of Veterinary Sciences and Medicine of Dalaba
	1
	0.2

	· National and international NGOs (n=6)
	
	

	Expertise France
	1
	0.6

	Memisa Belgium
	1
	0.2

	Solthis
	1
	0.6

	Terre des Hommes
	1
	0.6

	Santé Integrée
	1
	0.6

	National Alliance of Development Actors in Guinea
	1
	0.6

	· Independent Affiliation
	4
	2.4

	1 Nurse/Midwife (3); Administrator (1); Demographer (1); Economist (1); Medical entomologist (1); Design engineer (1); Fisheries and aquaculture engineer (1); Neurosurgeon (1); Sociologist (2); Health statistician (1); Statistics and optimisation (1); Veterinarian (1); Unknown (2).

2 Advanced studies diplomas in applied economics (1); PhD student (1); University diploma in hospital management (1).

3 Administrator (2); Assistant of an academic (2); M&E and research officer (2); Head of health centre (2); Coordinator (1); Dermatologist (1); National director (1); Health programme manager (4); Health promotion officer (2), Point of entry focal point; Public health professional (1); Medical officer (2); Graduate intern (2); M&E officer (2); Unknown (1).

4 Retired (1); Hospital administrator (1); Immunisation agent (1); Research assistant (12); Assistant (8); Hospital assistant (1); Research officer (3); Teacher fellow (1); Data quality officer (1); M&E officer (2); Head of care unit (1); Head of department (2); Head of laboratory (1); Head of service (6); Head of section (3); Consultant (4); Programme coordinator (1); Director of service (1); Director general of a health institute (1); National director at the ministry of health and public hygiene (1); PhD student (1); Trainee supervisor (1); Academic (10); Regional health inspector (2); Assistant professor (3); Disease control officer (3); Medical officer of a private facility; Regional medical advisor; Physician in a private clinic (1); Internal medicine specialist (3); Physician-researcher (4); Pediatrician (1); Planning-Training-Research officer (1); Entry point focal point (1); Health manager (1); Specialist (1).




