Supplementary Materials
In each mediation model, we repeated the analysis by replacing the binary caffeine intake variable (coded 1 for CC and 0 for NC) with a continuous measure of weekly coffee consumption (actual weekly cups in CC participants and 0 in NC participants). Consistent results were obtained. See Figure S1.
Figure S1: Mediation analysis
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Caffeine showed regulatory effects on the three motor symptoms in a complete mediation pattern (a*b: 95% CI did not cross zero, c': p > 0.05). CC also exerted a positive effect on rigidity and bradykinesia scores (a*b: β > 0 and p < 0.05).
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