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Supplementary Table S1: Complete Search Strategy
Databases searched: PubMed and Google Scholar.
Date range: Studies published within the last 20 years.
Language restriction: English only.
Date of search: 22/04/2026 to 18/05/2026.
Table S1a. Database search summary
	Database
	Search Date
	Records Retrieved

	PubMed
	22/04/2026
	Included in 4,275 total

	Google Scholar
	18/05/2026
	Included in 4,275 total

	Total (after deduplication)
	
	4,269 records screened



PubMed Search String:
("Tuberculosis"[Mesh] OR "Tuberculosis, Pulmonary"[Mesh] OR
tuberculosis[tiab] OR TB[tiab])
AND
("Lung Neoplasms"[Mesh] OR "lung cancer"[tiab] OR "lung carcinoma"[tiab]
OR "lung neoplasm*"[tiab] OR NSCLC[tiab] OR SCLC[tiab])
AND
(risk[tiab] OR association[tiab] OR "odds ratio"[tiab] OR
"relative risk"[tiab] OR "hazard ratio"[tiab] OR cohort[tiab]
OR "case-control"[tiab])

Google Scholar Search Strings:
Search 1:
tuberculosis AND lung cancer risk
Search 2:
(tuberculosis OR pulmonary TB) AND (lung cancer) AND
(risk OR incidence OR hazard ratio OR cohort OR case control)

Supplementary Table S2: Screening Procedure
Title and abstract screening (Pass 1) was performed independently on all 4,269 records following duplicate removal. Records were excluded at this stage if they clearly did not concern pulmonary tuberculosis and lung cancer risk, or did not use a cohort or case-control design. Full-text screening (Pass 2) was subsequently performed on all 14 records that passed title/abstract screening. Each record was assessed against the pre-specified eligibility criteria listed in Supplementary Table S3. Records failing any single criterion were excluded with the reason documented.
Supplementary Table S3: Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
	Criterion
	Inclusion
	Exclusion

	Population
	Adults with a history of, or active, pulmonary tuberculosis
	Animal studies; pediatric populations; extrapulmonary TB only

	Exposure
	Pulmonary tuberculosis (self-reported/physician-diagnosed OR microbiologically/radiologically confirmed)
	Latent TB infection (LTBI) without active disease

	Comparator
	No history of tuberculosis; general population
	No comparator group

	Outcome
	Incident lung cancer or lung cancer mortality
	Prognostic/survival outcomes in existing lung cancer patients; secondary or metastatic lung cancer

	Study design
	Cohort studies (prospective or retrospective); case-control studies; registry-linkage studies
	Cross-sectional studies; case reports; case series; reviews; conference abstracts without full data; animal studies

	Effect measure
	HR, OR, RR, SIR, IRR with 95% CI, or sufficient raw data to calculate
	No extractable effect estimate

	Follow-up
	≥1-year post-TB diagnosis (cohort studies)
	Follow-up <1 year (to minimize detection/surveillance bias)

	Publication period
	Last 20 years (2006–2026)
	Published before 2006

	Language
	English
	Non-English language publications



HR, hazard ratio; OR, odds ratio; RR, risk ratio; SIR, standardised incidence ratio; IRR, incidence rate ratio; CI, confidence interval; TB, tuberculosis; LTBI, latent tuberculosis infection; NSCLC, non-small cell lung cancer; SCLC, small cell lung cancer; MeSH, Medical Subject Headings; tiab, title/abstract.

