Response to Technical Check Comments
1. Title page and cover letter:
The Title Page and Cover Letter have been removed from the manuscript submission as requested.
2. Ethics statement:
An appropriate ethics statement has been added to the Ethics section of the submission system.
3. Ethical guidelines and applicability of ethics review:
The study involved sensory evaluation of a fruit-based beverage by adult panel members and did not involve clinical intervention, medical procedures, or animal experimentation. The sensory evaluation was conducted in accordance with applicable institutional and ethical principles for research involving human participants. Ethics committee/IRB review was considered according to the requirements applicable to sensory evaluation of food and beverage products.
4. Ethics approval/waiver:
[bookmark: _GoBack]No formal REC/IRB/ERB approval was obtained for this study. Therefore, an approval number or committee name has not been provided. If institutional policy formally determines that ethics review is not required for this type of sensory evaluation, the corresponding waiver/non-requirement statement should be entered in the submission system.
5. Informed consent:
Informed consent was obtained from all participants before participation in the sensory evaluation. Participation was voluntary, and participants were informed about the purpose and nature of the sensory assessment. No personally identifiable information was collected or reported.

