Appendix A – Interview guide 

1. Current Challenges in Rural Healthcare
· What are the main challenges you have when receiving healthcare in your rural community?
Prompt: How do these challenges affect the treatment you have received?
2. Perceptions of the New Pathway of Care
· Could you tell me a little bit about your understanding of the new PACE Rural pathway of care?
· What are your initial thoughts of how it could potentially help rural communities?
· Could you share any problems you think may occur, if it was put in place in your community? 
Prompts: What factors might make it difficult to put this pathway in place in your community? Perhaps think in terms of time, cultural factors, expectations.
3. Enablers for Success
· What would help make this new pathway successful in your community?
Prompt(s): Perhaps think in terms of good communication between healthcare professionals, a strong understanding of your community and the resources available to you.
4. Recruitment and retention
· Please share your experience of being involved in previous research trials in your community.
· If you were to sign up for a research trial, what would be the most likely way you would do this? 
Prompt(s): community information sessions, online advertisements, physical flyers in the community?
· What strategies do you believe would be most useful to make sure people continue to participate in the research trial after they have signed up? 
Prompt(s): reimbursement, observe positive communication between HCPs, results from treatment. Do you have any suggestions for helping to ensure people remain engaged in the trial?
5. Communication and interprofessional collaboration
One of the factors that will be important for this pathway is communication between everyone involved. 
· Please share your experiences of healthcare professionals communicating to each other about your care.
Prompt: What could be done differently to improve this communication?
6. Sustainability 
· What would success look like for this pathway in your rural community?
Prompt(s): better communication between HCPs, better results from treatment, less travel time, fewer visits.
· How could the pathway be sustained in the long term?

Closing Question: Is there anything else you’d like to share about introducing this pathway of care in your community?

