Table 1. Educational Strengths of Human and AI Standardized Patients


	Area
	Traditional (Human) SPs
	AI SPs

	History taking
	Authentic conversational interactions
	On-demand, repeatable practice

	Physical examination
	Observe technique, consent, and patient comfort
	Cannot assess hands-on skills

	Communication skills
	Assess nuanced verbal and nonverbal communication and empathy
	Support structured communication practice; limited nonverbal assessment

	Professionalism
	Observe respect, boundaries, patient-centered behavior
	Reinforce professional language; limited assessment

	Emotional realism
	High emotional authenticity
	Simulated emotional responses

	Feedback
	Qualitative, patient-perspective feedback
	Automated, structured feedback and metrics

	Standardization
	High, with some inherent variability
	High and mostly consistent

	Scalability
	Resource-intensive; limited availability
	Highly scalable and on demand

	Assessment
	Formative and summative assessments
	Practice and formative assessment





