Supplementary File 2
Semi-Structured Interview Guide

Study title: Perceptions and Practices of Spiritual Care Among Nurses: A Qualitative Study in a Mission Hospital in Ghana
Ethics Reference: CHRPE/AP/936/23  |  Principal Investigator: Gabriel Nanley Danyuo

Instructions to interviewer: This guide is designed to facilitate open, reflective conversation. All questions are open-ended. Follow-up and probing questions should be used freely to elicit rich, detailed responses. Interviews are audio-recorded with consent. Estimated duration: 30–60 minutes. Begin each interview with a brief overview of study objectives and confirmation of consent.
SECTION 1: Background Information
Q1. Could you briefly introduce yourself, including your job title, rank, years of clinical experience, age range, religion, and marital status?
Q2. What motivated you to become a nurse?
Q3. Have you received any formal training or education specifically related to spiritual care in nursing? If yes, please describe what this involved, where it was provided, and when.
Probe: Was spiritual care covered as a distinct subject in your nursing curriculum, or mentioned briefly within other modules?
SECTION 2: Perceptions of Spiritual Care
Q4. How would you define spiritual care in the context of nursing and holistic patient care?
Probe: How do you see spiritual care as different from psychological or emotional care?
Probe: Is spiritual care the same as religious care in your view? How are they similar or different?
Q5. In your opinion, why is spiritual care important in nursing practice?
Probe: What potential benefits do you see for patients who receive spiritual care?
Probe: Do you think patients in Ghana expect spiritual care from nurses? Why or why not?
Q6. What are your personal beliefs or attitudes towards incorporating spiritual care into patient care?
Probe: Do you feel comfortable providing spiritual care to patients? Why or why not?
Probe: Do you feel that your own spiritual or religious beliefs influence how you approach spiritual care for patients?
Q7. How do you think spiritual care impacts patient outcomes and overall well-being?
Probe: Can you think of a specific situation where spiritual care had a positive effect on a patient's outcome?
Probe: Have you encountered any situations where a patient's spiritual beliefs complicated or conflicted with their medical care?
SECTION 3: Integration of Spiritual Care into Nursing Practice
Q8. Could you describe the current practices or approaches to spiritual care at your workplace?
Probe: Are there any formal protocols, guidelines, or procedures for spiritual care at your hospital?
Probe: Is there a chaplain or spiritual care team at your hospital? How do you access them?
Q9. How often do you assess the spiritual needs of your patients, and how do you go about doing this?
Probe: Do you use any specific tools, questions, or frameworks to assess spiritual needs?
Probe: Is spiritual needs assessment documented in patient records at your facility?
Q10. What factors influence your decision to provide or initiate spiritual care for a patient?
Probe: Are there particular types of patients, clinical situations, or conditions where you feel spiritual care is most appropriate?
Probe: Does it make a difference if the patient asks for spiritual care versus if you observe a spiritual need?
Q11. Are there any challenges or barriers you face when incorporating spiritual care into your nursing practice? If so, what are they?
Probe: How do you manage religious diversity among your patients for example, when you have both Christian and Muslim patients in the same ward?
Probe: What do you do when a patient's spiritual beliefs differ significantly from your own?
Probe: Do workload, time, staffing ratios, or institutional policies affect your ability to provide spiritual care?
SECTION 4: Personal Experiences and Reflections
Q12. Could you share a specific experience where you felt that spiritual care made a significant difference in a patient's care or well-being?
Probe: What happened? What was the patient's condition? What form of spiritual care was provided, and by whom?
Probe: How did that experience affect your understanding of or approach to spiritual care?
Q13. How do you personally cope with the emotional and spiritual demands of providing care to very ill or dying patients?
Probe: Do you draw on your own spiritual or religious practices as a coping resource? If so, how?
Probe: Does your workplace provide any support for nurses dealing with the emotional demands of spiritual care?
Q14. Has your own spirituality or belief system influenced how you provide spiritual care to patients? In what ways?
Probe: Is it easier or harder to provide spiritual care to patients who share your religious beliefs? Why?
Probe: Have you ever found it difficult to provide spiritual care to a patient whose beliefs differ significantly from yours? How did you handle it?
SECTION 5: Suggestions for Improvement
Q15. Based on your experiences, what improvements or changes would you recommend to enhance the integration of spiritual care into nursing practice at your hospital and in Ghana more broadly?
Probe: What role should nursing education and training play?
Probe: What institutional policies, resources, or staffing changes would help?
Probe: Should there be more diverse spiritual care providers in hospitals—for example, both pastors and imams? How should they be accessed?
Q16. Is there anything else you would like to add or share about spiritual care in nursing that we have not yet discussed?

Closing statement: Thank you sincerely for your time and for sharing your experiences and perspectives. Your insights will contribute to a better understanding of how spiritual care is practised in Ghanaian nursing and will help to inform improvements in nursing education and clinical practice. Your participation is greatly appreciated.
