
Table 1. Key comparative data points 

Country Muslim population 

(approx.) 

Muslim share of 

population 

State status of Islam 

Pakistan 230 million ~96–97% Islamic Republic; blasphemy law in 

the penal code 

India 200–219 million ~14–15% Secular constitution; religion-based 

personal law 

Bangladesh 150–160 million ~90% Islam as state religion; 

constitutionally secular principles 

retained 

Afghanistan ~41 million ~99% Islamic Emirate under Taliban rule 

since 2021 

Maldives ~0.56 million ~100% Constitutionally Islamic state; only 

Muslim citizenship permitted 

 


