The Value of University Diplomas in the Training of Residents and Young Orthopaedic and Trauma Surgeons in France

Introduction: Dear colleagues, we invite you to participate in this study on the value of University Diplomas (DU) and Inter-University Diplomas (DIU) for orthopedic residents and young surgeons. Your responses will help us better understand the motivations and impacts of these training programs. This questionnaire is anonymous and will take about 5 minutes to complete.

I consent to participate in this survey and understand that my responses will be used for research purposes.
· Agree
· Disagree  End of questionnaire

Section A: Demographic Data
1) What is your gender? (One answer possible)
· Male
· Female
2) What is your age? (Free text)

3) What is your ECN (French resident’s exam) promotion year? (Free text)

4) What is your affiliated University Hospital (CHU)? (Dropdown menu, one answer possible)
· CHU Amiens
· CHU Angers
· CHU Besançon
· CHU Bordeaux
· CHRU Brest
· CHU Caen
· CHU Clermont-Ferrand
· CHU Dijon Bourgogne
· CHU Grenoble Alpes
· CHU La Réunion
· CHU Lille
· CHU Limoges
· Hospices Civils de Lyon
· Assistance Publique • Hôpitaux de Marseille
· CHU Antilles
· CHU Montpellier
· CHRU Nancy
· CHU Nantes
· CHU Nice
· CHU Océan Indien
· Assistance Publique • Hôpitaux de Paris
· CHU Poitiers
· CHU Reims
· CHU Rennes
· CHU Rouen
· CHU Saint-Étienne
· CHU Strasbourg
· CHU Toulouse
· CHU Tours
5) What is your position? (One answer possible)
· 
· 1st-year residency 
· 2nd-year residency  
· 3rd-year residency  
· 4th-year residency  
· 5th-year residency (1st year of "Docteur Junior")  
· 6th-year residency (2nd year of "Docteur Junior")  
· 1st-year specialist registrar (Assistant spécialiste)  
· 2nd-year specialist registrar  
· 3rd-year specialist registrar  
· 4th-year specialist registrar  
· 1st-year clinical chef and assistant (Chef de clinique assistant - CCA)  
· 2nd-year clinical chef and assistant  
· 3rd-year clinical chef and assistant  
· 4th-year clinical chef and assistant  
· Private practitioner (Libéral)



Section B: Theoretical Learning Outside of University Diplomas
5) On average, how many hours per week do you dedicate exclusively to theoretical teaching during your paid working hours? (One answer possible)
· 
· Never
· 1 to 2 hours
· 3 to 4 hours  
· 5 to 6 hours  
· 7 to 8 hours  
· 9 to 10 hours  
· More than 10 hours
· Other: (Free text)
6) 
7) Are you satisfied with your theoretical training within your institution? (One answer possible)
· Yes
· No
8) On average, how many hours per week do you dedicate to personal study outside of your paid working hours?
· 
· Never
· 1 to 2 hours
· 3 to 4 hours  
· 5 to 6 hours  
· 7 to 8 hours  
· 9 to 10 hours  
· More than 10 hours
· Other: (Free text)


Section C: Experience with University Diplomas (DU)
9) Have you ever completed one or more DUs?
· Yes
· No  End of section
10) How many DUs have you completed?
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4
· 5
· 6
· 7
· 8
· 9
· 10 or more
11) Which DUs have you completed? (Multiple answers possible)
· Surgical pathologies of the knee  
· Surgical pathologies of the hip  
· Surgical pathologies of the shoulder and elbow  
· Surgical pathologies of the ankle and foot  
· Spine surgery  
· Hand and upper limb  
· Oncology and rheumatology  
· Upper limb ultrasound  
· Lower limb ultrasound  
· Healthcare quality and safety assessment  
· Locomotor pathologies related to sports practice  
· Diagnosis and management of sarcomas  
· Musculoskeletal imaging  
· Surgical anatomy of flaps  
· Arthroscopy  
· Microsurgery  
· Bone and joint infections  
· Medical education / Pedagogy  
· Medical expertise and bodily injury assessment  
· Statistical and clinical research  
· Other: 
12) On a scale of 1 to 10, evaluate to what extent the theoretical knowledge acquired during the DUs you completed met your expectations. (One answer possible) 
1: The theoretical knowledge acquired did not meet my expectations at all
10: The theoretical knowledge met my expectations perfectly

· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4
· 5
· 6
· 7
· 8
· 9
· 10

13) How do you evaluate the impact of the DU on your daily practice?
1: No impact at all
10: Major impact

· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4
· 5
· 6
· 7
· 8
· 9
· 10

14) Did you receive training or financial assistance (hotel, travel, meals, registration fees, etc.) from a private or public organization?
· Yes
· No
15) If yes, what percentage (in tens) do you estimate the private or public assistance represents out of the total cost of the training?
· 
· 10%
· 20%
· 30%
· 40%
· 50%
· 60%
· 70%
· 80%
· 90%
· 100%
16) 
17) If yes, what type of organization was it?
· Private structure
· Employer
· Hospital
· Other: free text

18) What type of training do you prefer?
· In-person
· Remote / online
· Hybrid (in-person and remote)
· The type of training is not important to me 

Section D: Reasons for Choosing a University Diploma
15) What are your main motivations for enrolling in a DU or DIU? (3 possible answers)
· Acquire additional theoretical knowledge not covered by basic residency training  
· Practical learning (anatomy lab, mannequin, practical scenarios, etc.)  
· Interest in a specific topic  
· Personal investment  
· Mimicry of peers / colleagues  
· Professional recognition to improve career prospects  
· Learn knowledge from an expert specialist in a specific field  
· Receive complete training in a chosen field  
· Lack of teaching within my institution  
· Other: (Free text)
16) What are your main reasons for being discouraged from applying for a DU? (3 possible answers)
· Diploma not recognized by the Ministry of Higher Education (does not award ECTS credits)  
· Administrative formalities too complex to complete (registration)  
· Excessive cost  
· Distance between teaching locations and workplace  
· Absenteeism within your orthopedic department, or difficulty balancing with professional responsibilities  
· Requirement to write a dissertation/thesis  
· Lack of interesting topics  
· Lack of time to deepen studies  
· Level of knowledge required  
· Other:

Section E: Suggestions and Comments
1) Do you have any suggestions to improve the accessibility or effectiveness of DUs for residents and young surgeons? (Free text)

2) Would you like to add a general comment on the value of DUs for orthopedic residents and young surgeons? (Free text)
