Additional file 5
Ordering of item difficulties across subgroups
Public acceptance of artificial intelligence in health care: a cumulative hierarchy in a 16-item instrument, German–Italian measurement equivalence, and a five-item short form
All values were computed in R 4.5.1 on 9 August 2026 and are reproduced here unchanged from the analysis output files. Decimal separators have been converted from comma to point; no value has been recomputed, rounded further or derived. The complete analysis code is provided as Additional file 3.
Spearman rank correlation between the item difficulty ordering within each subgroup and the ordering in the full sample.
	Subgroup
	n
	Spearman rho

	German-speaking
	613
	0.985

	Italian-speaking
	213
	0.987

	18–40 years
	287
	0.965

	61–80 years
	247
	0.962

	Men
	426
	0.988

	Women
	475
	1

	Bolzano city
	170
	0.984

	Remainder of the province
	731
	0.994



The smallest coefficient is 0.962. No subgroup ordering departs materially from the overall hierarchy.

