Supplementary Table S1. Comparison of serum bicarbonate parameters according to pathological complete response status in the primary analysis cohort
	Variable
	Non-pCR (n = 764)
	pCR (n = 119)
	P value

	Pre-NAC HCO₃⁻ (mmol/L)
	24.58 ± 2.39
	24.58 ± 2.10
	0.995

	Post-NAC HCO₃⁻ (mmol/L)
	25.23 ± 2.36
	26.18 ± 2.31
	<0.001

	ΔHCO₃⁻ (mmol/L)
	0.65 ± 2.97
	1.60 ± 2.62
	<0.001


Data are presented as mean ± standard deviation (SD).
P values were calculated using Welch's two-sample t-test.
HCO₃⁻, bicarbonate; NAC, neoadjuvant chemotherapy; pCR, pathological complete response.




