Supplementary Table S1. Associations between respondent characteristics and difficulties in determining whether a medical procedure requires substitute consent
	Variable
	Never

	Occasionally
	Sometimes

	Often
	
	Total
	p
	Cramér’s V

	Difficulties in determining whether a medical procedure requires substitute consent
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	Professional status
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.138 #
	0.18

	Specialist physician
	13 (52.00%)
	65 (64.36%)
	11 (44.00%)
	3 (37.50%)
	
	92
	
	

	Physician in specialty training
	12 (48.00%)
	36 (35.64%)
	14 (56.00%)
	5 (62.50%)
	
	67
	
	

	Hospital type
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.271 #
	0.14

	County hospital
	3 (12.00%)
	15 (14.85%)
	6 (24.00%)
	1 (12.50%)
	
	25
	
	

	Municipal hospital
	2 (8.00%)
	9 (8.91%)
	2 (8.00%)
	1 (12.50%)
	
	14
	
	

	Regional hospital
	10 (40.00%)
	43 (42.57%)
	4 (16.00%)
	1 (12.50%)
	
	58
	
	

	University hospital
	10 (40.00%)
	34 (33.66%)
	13 (52.00%)
	5 (62.50%)
	
	62
	
	

	Specialty
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.343 #
	0.15

	Neurology / neurosurgery
	6 (24.00%)
	39 (38.61%)
	13 (52.00%)
	2 (25.00%)
	
	60
	
	

	Anaesthesiology and intensive care
	5 (20.00%)
	6 (5.94%)
	1 (4.00%)
	1 (12.50%)
	
	13
	
	

	Surgical specialties
	5 (20.00%)
	26 (25.74%)
	6 (24.00%)
	2 (25.00%)
	
	39
	
	

	Internal medicine and related specialties
	9 (36.00%)
	30 (29.70%)
	5 (20.00%)
	3 (37.50%)
	
	47
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.105 #
	0.18

	≤31 years
	9 (36.00%)
	36 (35.64%)
	11 (44.00%)
	5 (62.50%)
	
	61
	
	

	32–42 years
	10 (40.00%)
	24 (23.76%)
	10 (40.00%)
	2 (25.00%)
	
	46
	
	

	≥43 years
	6 (24.00%)
	41 (40.59%)
	4 (16.00%)
	1 (12.50%)
	
	52
	
	

	Duration of clinical practice
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.113 #
	0.18

	1–5 years
	8 (32.00%)
	35 (34.65%)
	11 (44.00%)
	5 (62.50%)
	
	59
	
	

	6–14 years
	11 (44.00%)
	26 (25.74%)
	10 (40.00%)
	2 (25.00%)
	
	49
	
	

	≥15 years
	6 (24.00%)
	40 (39.60%)
	4 (16.00%)
	1 (12.50%)
	
	51
	
	

	Total
	25
	101
	25
	8
	
	159
	
	


Data are presented as n (%). Percentages were calculated within individual response categories. Cramér’s V indicates the strength of association. # Fisher’s exact test; no symbol indicates Pearson’s χ² test.


Supplementary Table S2. Associations of respondent characteristics with liability concerns and views on second medical opinions
	Variable
	No
	Yes
	Total
	p
	Cramér’s V

	Concern about legal liability for performing a procedure without substitute consent in an urgent situation
	
	
	
	
	

	Professional status
	
	
	
	0.008
	0.21

	Specialist physician
	58 (67.44%)
	34 (46.58%)
	92
	
	

	Physician in specialty training
	28 (32.56%)
	39 (53.42%)
	67
	
	

	Hospital type
	
	
	
	<0.001
	0.39

	County hospital
	10 (11.63%)
	15 (20.55%)
	25
	
	

	Municipal hospital
	9 (10.47%)
	5 (6.85%)
	14
	
	

	Regional hospital
	45 (52.33%)
	13 (17.81%)
	58
	
	

	University hospital
	22 (25.58%)
	40 (54.79%)
	62
	
	

	Specialty
	
	
	
	0.559
	0.12

	Neurology / neurosurgery
	30 (34.88%)
	30 (41.10%)
	60
	
	

	Anaesthesiology and intensive care
	9 (10.47%)
	4 (5.48%)
	13
	
	

	Surgical specialties
	23 (26.74%)
	16 (21.92%)
	39
	
	

	Internal medicine and related specialties
	24 (27.91%)
	23 (31.51%)
	47
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	0.018
	0.22

	≤31 years
	25 (29.07%)
	36 (49.32%)
	61
	
	

	32–42 years
	26 (30.23%)
	20 (27.40%)
	46
	
	

	≥43 years
	35 (40.70%)
	17 (23.29%)
	52
	
	

	Duration of clinical practice
	
	
	
	0.001
	0.30

	1–5 years
	21 (24.42%)
	38 (52.05%)
	59
	
	

	6–14 years
	29 (33.72%)
	20 (27.40%)
	49
	
	

	≥15 years
	36 (41.86%)
	15 (20.55%)
	51
	
	

	Total
	86
	73
	159
	
	

	Inability to obtain a second physician’s opinion before an urgent procedure
	
	
	
	
	

	Professional status
	
	
	
	0.064
	0.15

	Specialist physician
	76 (61.79%)
	16 (44.44%)
	92
	
	

	Physician in specialty training
	47 (38.21%)
	20 (55.56%)
	67
	
	

	Hospital type
	
	
	
	0.036 #
	0.23

	County hospital
	16 (13.01%)
	9 (25.00%)
	25
	
	

	Municipal hospital
	12 (9.76%)
	2 (5.56%)
	14
	
	

	Regional hospital
	51 (41.46%)
	7 (19.44%)
	58
	
	

	University hospital
	44 (35.77%)
	18 (50.00%)
	62
	
	

	Specialty
	
	
	
	0.587
	0.11

	Neurology / neurosurgery
	43 (34.96%)
	17 (47.22%)
	60
	
	

	Anaesthesiology and intensive care
	11 (8.94%)
	2 (5.56%)
	13
	
	

	Surgical specialties
	31 (25.20%)
	8 (22.22%)
	39
	
	

	Internal medicine and related specialties
	38 (30.89%)
	9 (25.00%)
	47
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	0.023
	0.22

	≤31 years
	44 (35.77%)
	17 (47.22%)
	61
	
	

	32–42 years
	32 (26.02%)
	14 (38.89%)
	46
	
	

	≥43 years
	47 (38.21%)
	5 (13.89%)
	52
	
	

	Duration of clinical practice
	
	
	
	0.076
	0.18

	1–5 years
	42 (34.15%)
	17 (47.22%)
	59
	
	

	6–14 years
	36 (29.27%)
	13 (36.11%)
	49
	
	

	≥15 years
	45 (36.59%)
	6 (16.67%)
	51
	
	

	Total
	123
	36
	159
	
	

	Greater concern about legal liability in the absence of a second physician’s opinion
	
	
	
	
	

	Professional status
	
	
	
	<0.001
	0.42

	Specialist physician
	53 (86.89%)
	39 (39.80%)
	92
	
	

	Physician in specialty training
	8 (13.11%)
	59 (60.20%)
	67
	
	

	Hospital type
	
	
	
	<0.001 #
	0.51

	County hospital
	6 (9.84%)
	19 (19.39%)
	25
	
	

	Municipal hospital
	3 (4.92%)
	11 (11.22%)
	14
	
	

	Regional hospital
	41 (67.21%)
	17 (17.35%)
	58
	
	

	University hospital
	11 (18.03%)
	51 (52.04%)
	62
	
	

	Specialty
	
	
	
	0.493 #
	0.12

	Neurology / neurosurgery
	21 (34.43%)
	39 (39.80%)
	60
	
	

	Anaesthesiology and intensive care
	3 (4.92%)
	10 (10.20%)
	13
	
	

	Surgical specialties
	16 (26.23%)
	23 (23.47%)
	39
	
	

	Internal medicine and related specialties
	21 (34.43%)
	26 (26.53%)
	47
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	<0.001
	0.45

	≤31 years
	7 (11.48%)
	54 (55.10%)
	61
	
	

	32–42 years
	22 (36.07%)
	24 (24.49%)
	46
	
	

	≥43 years
	32 (52.46%)
	20 (20.41%)
	52
	
	

	Duration of clinical practice
	
	
	
	<0.001
	0.49

	1–5 years
	5 (8.20%)
	54 (55.10%)
	59
	
	

	6–14 years
	24 (39.34%)
	25 (25.51%)
	49
	
	

	≥15 years
	32 (52.46%)
	19 (19.39%)
	51
	
	

	Total
	61
	98
	159
	
	

	Acceptability of obtaining a second physician’s opinion by telecommunication
	
	
	
	
	

	Professional status
	
	
	
	0.003
	0.24

	Specialist physician
	27 (81.82%)
	65 (51.59%)
	92
	
	

	Physician in specialty training
	6 (18.18%)
	61 (48.41%)
	67
	
	

	Hospital type
	
	
	
	< 0.001 #
	0.33

	County hospital
	8 (24.24%)
	17 (13.49%)
	25
	
	

	Municipal hospital
	7 (21.21%)
	7 (5.56%)
	14
	
	

	Regional hospital
	14 (42.42%)
	44 (34.92%)
	58
	
	

	University hospital
	4 (12.12%)
	58 (46.03%)
	62
	
	

	Specialty
	
	
	
	0.424
	0.14

	Neurology / neurosurgery
	13 (39.39%)
	47 (37.30%)
	60
	
	

	Anaesthesiology and intensive care
	1 (3.03%)
	12 (9.52%)
	13
	
	

	Surgical specialties
	11 (33.33%)
	28 (22.22%)
	39
	
	

	Internal medicine and related specialties
	8 (24.24%)
	39 (30.95%)
	47
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	0.001
	0.29

	≤31 years
	5 (15.15%)
	56 (44.44%)
	61
	
	

	32–42 years
	9 (27.27%)
	37 (29.37%)
	46
	
	

	≥43 years
	19 (57.58%)
	33 (26.19%)
	52
	
	

	Duration of clinical practice
	
	
	
	0.073
	0.18

	1–5 years
	7 (21.21%)
	52 (41.27%)
	59
	
	

	6–14 years
	11 (33.33%)
	38 (30.16%)
	49
	
	

	≥15 years
	15 (45.45%)
	36 (28.57%)
	51
	
	

	Total
	33
	126
	159
	
	


Data are presented as n (%). Percentages were calculated within “no” and “yes” responses for each question analysed. Cramér’s V indicates the strength of association. # Fisher’s exact test; no symbol indicates Pearson’s χ² test.

