Supplementary Questionnaire
English translation of the Polish online questionnaire
The questionnaire was administered online in Polish using Microsoft Forms. This document provides an English translation.

Survey on Substitute Consent among Physicians (Main Study)
Dear Colleagues,
I invite you to complete the following survey, which aims to collect information and physicians' opinions about obtaining judicial substitute consent for medical procedures on behalf of adult patients who are unable to give informed consent. The survey is intended for specialist physicians and residents working in hospitals who encounter the need to obtain judicial substitute consent in their clinical practice. Completing the questionnaire will take approximately 10 minutes. Participation in the survey is voluntary and fully anonymous. For the survey to be valid, all indicated questions must be answered. As the survey author, I undertake to ensure that the way in which answers are provided will not allow the collected data to be linked to information identifying study participants. Any questions or concerns about the study may be directed to the survey author: [name and contact details omitted from this supplementary translation]. Thank you for participating in the study.
1. I consent to participate in the study.
a) Yes
b) No
2. I am:
You may select more than one answer.
a) A specialist physician
b) A physician undergoing specialty training who has completed the first year of training
c) A physician in the first year of specialty training
3. Do you know what the judicial substitute consent procedure is?
a) Yes, and I know what it involves
b) I know that such a procedure exists, but I do not know what it involves
c) No
4. On average, how often do you encounter the need to obtain court consent for medical procedures on behalf of an adult patient in your work?
a) I have never encountered this
b) Less than once a year
c) Once a year
d) Once every few months
e) Once a month
f) More than once a month, but less than once a week
g) Once a week
h) More than once a week
5. Please select the type of hospital in which you work:
a) County hospital
b) Municipal hospital
c) Regional hospital
d) University hospital
e) I do not work in a hospital
f) Other__________________________________________
6. Please state your specialty or specialties:
If you have more than one specialty, please indicate in which you are a specialist (S) or a physician undergoing specialty training (R).
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
7. Please state your age:
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
8. Please select the population size of your place of residence:
a) Village
b) Town or city with up to 50,000 inhabitants
c) Town or city with 50,000 to 150,000 inhabitants
d) City with 150,000 to 500,000 inhabitants
e) City with more than 500,000 inhabitants
9. Please state how long you have worked as a physician:
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
10. Are you aware that the substitute consent procedure is governed by legal provisions?
a) Yes
b) No
11. How would you rate your knowledge of the legal provisions governing substitute consent for medical procedures?
	Very low	Low	Moderate	High	Very high
	○	○	○	○	○
12. Do you independently seek to expand your knowledge about obtaining substitute consent?
a) Yes
b) No
13. What are your sources of knowledge about the legal provisions governing substitute consent?
You may select more than one answer.
a) Classes attended during medical studies
b) Mandatory courses during the postgraduate internship or specialty training
c) Courses organised by the employer or healthcare institution
d) Scientific conferences and other additional courses
e) Other physicians
f) Staff of the healthcare institution's administrative and legal department
g) Scientific sources and medical or legal textbooks
h) The media
i) Other__________________________________________
14. How would you rate your practical knowledge of the procedures for obtaining judicial substitute consent in the healthcare institution in which you work?
	Very low	Low	Moderate	High	Very high
	○	○	○	○	○
15. What are your sources of knowledge about the procedures for obtaining judicial substitute consent in the healthcare institution in which you work?
You may select more than one answer.
a) Courses organised by the employer or healthcare institution
b) Other physicians
c) Staff of my healthcare institution's administrative and legal department
d) The healthcare institution in which I work has an established procedure for this process
e) Other_________________________________________
16. Does the healthcare institution in which you work provide training on obtaining substitute consent?
a) Yes
b) No
c) I do not know
17. How would you rate the frequency of training on obtaining substitute consent in your healthcare institution?
a) Too infrequent
b) Appropriate
c) Too frequent
18. On a scale from 1 to 5, how would you rate the usefulness of the content of the above courses in your work as a physician?
1 = not useful; 5 = very useful.
	1	2	3	4	5
	○	○	○	○	○
19. Is training on obtaining substitute consent provided by your healthcare institution mandatory?
a) Yes
b) No
c) I do not know
20. If training on obtaining substitute consent provided by your healthcare institution is not mandatory, or you do not know whether it is mandatory, do you participate in such training?
a) Yes
b) No
21. If your healthcare institution DOES NOT provide training on obtaining substitute consent, or you do not know whether such training is provided, do you think introducing it could be helpful in your everyday work?
a) Yes
b) No
c) I have no opinion
22. Does your specialty training programme include, or did it include during your training, courses covering substitute consent?
a) Yes
b) No
c) I do not know
23. How would you rate the amount of time devoted to obtaining substitute consent in courses provided as part of your specialty training programme?
a) Too little
b) Appropriate
c) Too much
d) I have not yet attended such a course
24. On a scale from 1 to 5, how would you rate the usefulness of the content of the above specialty training courses in your work as a physician?
1 = not useful; 5 = very useful.
	1	2	3	4	5
	○	○	○	○	○
25. Do you think introducing courses on obtaining substitute consent as part of your specialty training programme could be helpful in your everyday work?
a) Yes
b) No
c) I have no opinion
26. Who in your healthcare institution is responsible for preparing applications to the court for consent to medical procedures?
You may select more than one answer.
a) The physician treating the patient
b) The head of the ward
c) The legal department or lawyers
d) I do not know
e) Other_________________________________________
27. Who in your healthcare institution is responsible for submitting applications to the court for consent to medical procedures?
You may select more than one answer.
a) The physician treating the patient
b) The head of the ward
c) The legal department or lawyers
d) I do not know
e) Other_________________________________________
28. How would you rate the complexity of the legal provisions governing substitute consent?
	Very easy	Easy	Moderate	Difficult	Very difficult
	○	○	○	○	○
29. How would you rate the difficulty of applying the legal provisions governing substitute consent in everyday clinical practice?
	Very easy	Easy	Moderate	Difficult	Very difficult
	○	○	○	○	○
30. How would you rate the waiting time for a court decision on applications for substitute consent?
a) Appropriate
b) Slightly too long
c) Definitely too long
31. How many times have you encountered a situation in which an excessively long wait for a court decision on substitute consent made it necessary to perform a medical procedure without consent because the patient's health or life was at risk?
Please provide an exact or approximate number.
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
32. Have you ever encountered a situation in which a court did not consent to a medical procedure for a patient as requested in the application submitted to the court?
a) Yes
b) No
33. How many such situations were there?
Please provide an exact or approximate number.
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
34. Have you ever encountered a situation in which the legal representative of a patient who had been declared legally incapacitated did not consent to a proposed medical procedure, or in which it was impossible to obtain the legal representative's consent?
a) Yes
b) No
35. How many such situations were there?
Please provide an exact or approximate number.
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
36. What reasons were given by legal representatives who did not consent to a proposed medical procedure for a patient?
Please list as many of the reasons given as possible.
a) They did not give any reasons
b) I do not remember
c) Other __________________________________________
37. Do you think the law should specify a maximum period after which, if the legal representative of a patient who has been declared legally incapacitated cannot be contacted, an application must be submitted for court consent to a medical procedure that does not require urgent medical intervention?
a) Yes
b) No
38. In your opinion, what should be the maximum time spent attempting to contact the legal representative of a patient who has been declared legally incapacitated, for procedures that do not require urgent medical intervention?
Please enter a duration.
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
39. Have you encountered a situation in which a court agreed with the opinion of the legal representative of a patient who had been declared legally incapacitated and refused consent to a medical procedure?
a) Yes
b) No
40. How many such situations were there?
Please provide an exact or approximate number.
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
41. How often do you have difficulty determining whether a medical procedure poses an increased risk to the patient?
a) Never
b) Occasionally
c) Sometimes
d) Often
42. How often do you have difficulty determining whether performing a medical procedure requires substitute consent?
a) Never
b) Occasionally
c) Sometimes
d) Often
43. Are you concerned about legal liability (criminal, civil or professional disciplinary) for performing a medical procedure without substitute consent in a situation you consider to require medical intervention without delay, when you have obtained a second physician's opinion?
a) Yes
b) No
44. Do you encounter situations in your everyday work in which it is impossible to obtain a second physician's opinion when a medical procedure that cannot be delayed is necessary?
a) Yes
b) No
45. Have you ever decided to perform a medical procedure that cannot be delayed without consent from the patient or the appropriate person or authority acting on the patient's behalf, and without obtaining another physician's opinion?
a) Yes, on multiple occasions
b) Yes, but on a single occasion
c) No
46. Does, or would, deciding to perform a medical procedure that cannot be delayed without consent and without a second physician's opinion increase your concern about exposure to legal liability?
a) Yes
b) No
47. In your opinion, is it acceptable to obtain a second physician's opinion by means of telecommunication about performing a medical procedure that cannot be delayed when consent cannot be obtained from the patient or the appropriate person or authority acting on the patient's behalf?
a) Yes
b) No
48. What changes would you propose to improve the process of obtaining substitute consent for medical procedures?
Enter your answer: __________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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