Table 1. Patient characteristics
	Subcategory
	Value

	Total cohort, n (%)
	19 (100%)

	Male, n (%)
	4 (21.1%)

	Female, n (%)
	15 (78.9%)

	Age, median (IQR)
	35 (24–58)

	BMI, median (IQR)
	24.2 (19.9–28.5)

	ASA classification, n (%)
	

	· ASA 1
	4 (21.1%)

	· ASA 2
	15 (78.9%)

	· ASA 3
	0 (0%)

	· ASA 4
	0 (0%)

	Comorbidities, n (%)
	

	Hypo-/Hyperthyroidism
	4 (21.1%)

	Arterial hypertension
	2 (10.5%)

	Endometriosis
	2 (10.5%)

	Previous abdominal surgery
	10 (52.6%)

	Follow-up, in months, median (IQR)
	37 (5–60)


ASA, American Society of Anesthesiologists; BMI, body mass index; IQR, interquartile range

Table 2. Presenting symptoms
	Subcategory
	Value (%)

	Total cohort, n (%)
	19 (100)

	Asymptomatic
	[bookmark: _GoBack_Копия_1]4 (21.1)

	Lower back pain
	7 (36.8)

	Lower abdominal pain
	4 (21.1)

	Perianal pain
	4 (21.1)

	Perianal fistula
	3 (15.7)

	Hip pain
	2 (10.5)

	Flank pain
	1 (5.3)



Table 3. Preoperative diagnostics
	Subcategory
	Value

	Total cohort, n (%)
	19 (100)

	MRI (pelvis/abdomen)
	[bookmark: _GoBack_Копия_2]18 (94.7)

	· Suspected tailgut cyst
	15 (78.9)

	CT abdomen
	4 (21.0)

	Biopsy
	4 (21.0)

	Ultrasound abdomen
	2 (10.5)

	Colonoscopy
	3 (15.8)

	Endorectal ultrasound
	2 (10.5)

	MRI (hip)
	1 (5.3)


[bookmark: _GoBack_Копия_1_Копия_1]  CT, computed tomography; MRI, magnetic resonance imaging.

[bookmark: _GoBack_Копия_3]Table 4. Cyst characteristics
	Cyst location, upper border
	Value

	· S2
	1 (5.3)

	· S3
	5 (26.3)

	· S4
	1 (5.3)

	· S5
	7 (36.8)

	· Coccyx
	5 (26.3)

	Multiple cysts
	2 (10.5)

	Multilobular cysts
	7 (36.8)

	Diameter, in cm, mean ± SD
	5,2 ± 2,8


SD, standard deviation

[bookmark: _GoBack_Копия_4]Table 5. Comparison between the 2 surgical approaches and postoperative outcomes
	[bookmark: idm139735364551424]Variable, n (%)
	Anterior approach
n = 4
	Posterior approach
n = 15

	Size
	4.1 (4-7)
	3.7 (3-7)

	Localisation
	
	

	· Above S3 (or opposite)
	1 (25)
	5 (33.3)

	· Below S3
	3 (75)
	10 (66.7)

	Multiple cysts
	1 (25)
	1 (6.7)

	Multilobular cysts
	3 (75)
	3 (20)

	Coccygectomy
	0 (0)
	12 (80)

	No cyst found
	0 (0)
	1 (6.7)

	Capsule violation
	2 (50)
	8 (53.3)

	Organs involved
	
	

	· No organ involvement
	0 (0)
	6 (40)

	· Rectum
	4 (100)
	9 (60)

	Operative time, in min, median (IQR)
	240 (240-292)
	51 (37-62)

	Blood loss, ml, mean ± SD
	365±475
	0

	Length of stay, days, median (IQR)
	9 (7-14)
	5 (4-6)

	Wound healing complications
	0 (0)
	2 (13.3)

	Clavien-Dindo Classification
	
	

	· 0
	2 (50)
	13 (86.7)

	· I
	0 (0)
	1 (6.7)

	· II
	0 (0)
	1 (6.7)

	· IIIa
	0 (0)
	0 (0)

	· IIIb
	2 (50)
	0 (0)

	· IVa
	0 (0)
	0 (0)

	· IVb
	0 (0)
	0 (0)

	· V
	0 (0)
	0 (0)

	Recurrence
	1 (25)
	2 (13.3)

	Readmission
	3 (75)
	1 (6.7)


IQR, interquartile range; TME, total mesorectal excision 

Table 6. Postoperative microbiological findings
	Subcategory
	Value

	Total cohort, n (%)
	19 (100)

	No swab taken
	5 (26.3)

	Sterile swab
	8 (42.1)

	Positive cultures included
	6 (31.5)

	· Enterococcus faecalis
	2 (10.5)

	· Escherichia coli
	2 (10.5)

	· Enterobacter cloacae complex
	1 (5.2)

	· Coagulase-negative staphylococci
	1 (5.2)




