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1. What is your sex?

a) Male
b) Female
c) Other (fill-in)
d) Prefer not to say


2. What is your medical school graduation status?

a) US MD
b) US DO
c) US IMG
d) non-US IMG


3. What specialty did you match into?

a) Orthopedics
b) General Surgery
c) Otolaryngology 
d) Dermatology
e) Ophthalmology
f) Urology
g) Neurosurgery
h) Plastic Surgery
i) Other (fill in)


4. What type of information/experiences did you get that led you to decide on your desired specialty?

a) Online websites and forums
b) Shadowing
c) Personal Experience
d) Research
e) Other (fill in)


5. What was one of the reasons that you were drawn to that field?

a) Interest in that field
b) Personal experience
c) Monetary gain 
d) Combination of the above (Fill in – please elaborate below)


6. Did you match into your desired specialty on your first try?

a) Yes
b) No


6a. If you answered “No” to the last question, how many tries did it take for you to successfully match? (If “No” is selected)

a) 1
b) 2
c) More than twice


6b. If you matched into your desired specialty on the first try, what was the main factor that you would definitively credit to having a successful match cycle? (If “Yes” is selected)

a) Strong USMLE/COMLEX Scores 
b) Strong Letters of Recommendation 
c) Strong Personal Statement 
d) Strong Personal Network 
e) Strong Research or Extracurricular Activities
f) Strong Interview Performance
g) Strong Performance on Sub-Internships or Audition Rotations
h) Strong Relationships with Programs and Program Directors
i) Strong Mentoring Relationships


6c. If you were unsuccessful at matching into your desired specialty on the first try but succeeded in another match cycle, what factors do you feel hindered you from being a successful applicant the first time? Select all that apply: (If “No” is selected)

a) Low USMLE/COMLEX Scores 
b) Lack of relationship with a program
c) Inadequate Personal Statement 
d) Weak or Limited Personal Network 
e) Limited Research or Extracurricular Activities
f) Poor Interview Performance
g) Geographic Preferences or Limitations
h) Academic Struggles or Challenges
i) Applying to an Overcompetitive Specialty
j) Personal or Mental Health Challenges
k) Lack of Clinical/Research/Volunteer Experience
l) Lack of Sub-Internships or Audition Rotations
m) Failure to Adequately Address Red Flags
n) Other (fill in)

6d. If you did match successfully on your next try, why do you think your application in the next cycle was successful? (If “No” is selected)

a) Stronger Letters of Recommendation 
b) Stronger Personal Statement 
c) Stronger Personal Network 
e) Stronger Research or Extracurricular Activities
f) Stronger Interview Performance
g) Stronger Performance on Sub-Internships or Audition Rotations
h) Stronger Relationships with Programs and Program Directors
i) Stronger Mentoring Relationships
j) Attended a Pre-Residency Research Fellowship
k) Other - (fill in)


7. When you successfully matched, did you dual apply that application year?

a) Yes (fill in – please enter other specialty that you applied to)
b) No


8. What is your current year of training? 

a) Medical Student (4th year and/or gap year)
b) PGY1
c) PGY2
d) PGY3
e) PGY4 
f) Other (PGY 5-7)


9. Did you pass USMLE Step 1 on your first attempt?

a) Yes
b) No, but passed on second attempt
c) Failed twice, passed on third attempt


10. What was your USMLE Step 2 Clinical Knowledge (CK) score?

 a) <240
 b) 240 – 250
 c) 250 - 260
 d) 260 - 270
 e) >270


11. At the time of residency application for your cycle, how many peer-reviewed publications did you have?

a) 0
b) 1
c) 2
d) >3


12. At the time of residency application for your cycle, how many research experiences (poster presentations, conferences attended, abstracts) did you have?

a) 0
b) 1
c) 2
d) >3


13. Have you ever participated in a summer research fellowship program?

a) Yes
b) No


13a. If you answered “Yes” to the last question, was it at your home institution or did it take place at another institution?

a) Home institution
b) Completed research at a separate institution


14. Was the research you conducted as a medical student specific to your specialty of interest that you matched into?

a) Yes
b) Most of it, but not all
c) A mix of different specialties
d) Not at all


15. Have you ever taken a research year or done a research fellowship to be seen as more competitive for the residency match within your desired specialty?

a) Yes
b) No


16. If you were part of a summer research fellowship, did a research year or did a research fellowship, did you match into the institution where the research took place?

a) Yes
b) No


17. Did you hold any leadership roles during school as a medical student? If so, how many?

a) 0
b) 1
c) 2
d) >3


18. If you did hold any leadership roles, what were the positions? (fill in)


19. Were any of the leadership roles you held as a medical student within the desired specialty you wanted to match into?

a) Yes
b) No

20. Did you do any community service, outreach, or volunteering? 

a) Yes (fill in – please expand below)
b) No


21. In your rotations, did you feel you were adequately supported in your desired field?

a) Yes (fill in – please explain in the text box below)
b) No (fill in – please explain in the text box below)


22. Out of the following core clerkship rotations, select the ones for which you received honors (H), high pass (HP), pass (P), or fail (F) in the following specialties:

                                                      Honors (H)                 High Pass (HP)                Pass (P)                 Fail (F)

Surgery
Medicine
Pediatrics
OB/GYN                                                                       (checklist inserted here)
Family Medicine
Psychiatry
Neurology


23. If you only selected “pass” or “fail" for the above questions, did you go to a school that graded clerkships solely on a P/F basis?

a) Yes
b) No


24. What grade did you get for the core clerkship related to the specialty for which you applied for?

a) Honors
b) High Pass
c) Pass
d) Fail


25. Have you ever been inducted into the Alpha Omega Alpha (AOA) honor society as a medical student?

a) Yes
b) No


26. How many away rotations did you complete in the desired specialty you matched into?

a) 0
b) 1
c) 2
d) >2


27. At the program(s) that you conducted away rotations in, did you apply there for your residency? 

a) Yes
b) No


28. At the program(s) that you conducted away rotations in, did you receive an interview?

a) Yes
b) No


29. Did you ultimately match at a program you conducted away rotations in?

a) Yes
b) No (fill in – please explain why that may be)


30. Did you have any significant geographical ties (hometown, attended college/research fellowship program, family ties, etc.) to the residency program you matched into and currently train in?

a) Yes
b) No


30a. If you responded “yes” to the previous question, please specify:

a) Hometown (was born and/or raised in the city my program is located in)
b) Significant family ties
c) Attended college in the city my program is located in
d) I completed a research fellowship program in the in the city my program is located in
e) Lived in the in the city my program is located for a number of years due to professional work obligations prior to starting medical school


31. If you have a spouse or significant other, did they have any preferences/limitations in regard to location?

a) Yes
b) No



32. On your journey leading up to residency applications, did you encounter a scenario where you made a tangible connection with a physician that held significant influence in the specialty that you wished to apply in?

a) Yes
b) No


32a. If you answered “yes” to the last question, in what professional environment did you connect with the physician?

a) At a conference specific to the specialty I wanted
b) At an institution doing research
c) At my home institution/medical school
d) Through a mentorship program either sponsored by an official organization of my desired specialty or an online mentorship program tailored to a specific specialty I was interested in 
e) Online environments (GroupMe, Discord, etc.) tailored to the specific specialty of my interest


33. How did fostering personal connections in your field of interest change the trajectory of your residency application? Select all that apply:

a) Interview at the program if I performed an away rotation there
b) Having a good word put in for me during residency applications 
c) The attending having a strong connection to the program of interest I applied to via residency/fellowship training
d) The attending I connected with was the program director or knew the program director well
e) Having a letter of recommendation written for me for the specialty I applied to
f) I knew the attending for many years prior to residency application season as a close mentor
g) I am related to the attending that holds influence in my specialty of interest


34. Do you have a family member within the desired specialty?

a) Yes
b) No

35. Are you a first-generation applicant to that specialty?

a) Yes
b) No

36. Choose one or more races/ethnicities that you consider yourself to be:

a) White
b) Black or African American
c) American Indian/Native American or Alaskan Native
d) Asian
e) Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
f) Hispanic/Latino
g) Other (fill-in)
h) Prefer not to say


37. What are your recommendations, if any, to the next generation of applicants? (fill in)



Optional Questions:

38. What was your total household income before taxes during the past 12 months?

a) <50k
b) 50-100k
c) 100-150k
d) 150-200k
e) >200k
f) Prefer not to say


39. How was your medical school tuition/education funded?

a) Loans
b) Grants
c) Scholarships
d) Parental/familial support
e) Other (fill-in)


40. How old are you?

a) 20-25 years old
b) 26-30 years old
c) 31-35 years old
c) 36-40 years old
d) >41 years old
e) Prefer not to say

