Semi-Structured Interview Topic Guide
Study Title: Exploring the Effectiveness of Virtual Orientation Sessions in Preparing Level 4 Physiotherapy Students for Simulated Placements
Opening
· Thank participant for their time.
· Reconfirm consent and remind them of confidentiality.
· Explain purpose: “We want to understand your experience of the virtual orientation session and how it influenced your preparation for the simulated placement.”

Core Topics and Prompts
1. Initial Impressions of the Virtual Orientation
· How did you feel about the virtual orientation before starting the simulation?
· What were your expectations?
2. Perceived Usefulness
· In what ways did the session help you prepare for the simulated placement?
· Did it reduce anxiety or increase confidence? How?
3. Impact on Learning and Performance
· Did the orientation influence how you approached tasks during the simulation?
· Can you give an example where it helped (or didn’t help)?
4. Navigation and Content
· Was the information clear and easy to access?
· Did you find the layout and resources intuitive?
5. Comparison with Other Preparatory Methods
· How does this virtual orientation compare to other ways you’ve prepared for placements?
· Would you prefer this method in future simulations?
6. Challenges and Limitations
· Were there any aspects of the session that were confusing or unhelpful?
· Did you experience any technical issues?
7. Suggestions for Improvement
· What changes would make the virtual orientation more effective?
· Any additional features or resources you would like to see?
8. Overall Experience
· If you had to summarise the value of the virtual orientation in one sentence, what would it be?
Closing
· Thank participant.
· Ask if they have any final thoughts.
· Reassure them about confidentiality and data use.

