

Professionalism in the Grey Zone



Q1 INFORMED CONSENT FOR ANONYMOUS SURVEY  

You are invited to participate in a research study titled   Professionalism in Medical Education: Do Student and Clinician Expectations Align? 
 
This study is being conducted by Terry L. Hudgins, EdD – Colorado – Clinical Education Academic and Assessment Success Advisor Andrea G. Haan, DC, MS, MA, PMP – Colorado - Sr. Director, Assessment & Quality Improvement Ping Huang, PhD – Colorado - Educational Learning Specialist Elisabeth Kac – Colorado – OMS II RVU Erik Klingbeil, MD – Colorado – RVU Preceptor  

The purpose of this study is to examine the extent to which second-year medical students’ perceptions of professionalism align with or differ from the expectations of their precepting clinicians. The study seeks to identify areas of agreement and disagreement in judgments about professionalism, particularly in common “gray-zone” clinical situations. Findings will be used to inform curricular refinement, clarify shared expectations between learners and faculty, and strengthen teaching and feedback within undergraduate medical education.  

Participation in this study is entirely voluntary at all times. You can choose not to participate at all or to leave the study at any point. If you decide not to participate, or to leave the study, there will be no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are entitled, or any effect on your relationship with the researcher(s), or any other negative consequences. If you are an RVU student your participation or refusal to participate will have no effect on the grade you receive in any course or on your standing at Rocky Vista University.  

You are being asked to take part in this study because you are  
1. An OMS II at Rocky Vista University; or 
2. A medical physician acting as a preceptor for OMS III or OMS IV students  

If you agree to participate, you will be asked to fill out one survey about perspectives on professionalism in clinical medical education. The survey will ask you to review brief clinical scenarios and indicate how you would classify or interpret the behaviors described, as well as respond to general questions about professional expectations in clinical settings. This survey should take around 10-15 minutes to complete  

The survey will be collected from March through May 2026.  

All of your responses to this survey will remain anonymous and cannot be linked to you in any way. No identifying information about you will be collected at any point during the study, and your survey will be identified only with a random number. You are free to withdraw from this study at any time. However, once you submit your completed survey, there will be no way to withdraw your responses from the study because the survey contains no identifying information. 

Study data will be stored in digital formats within Qualtrics and on Rocky Vista University’s secure, password-protected Microsoft Teams server. Data access will be restricted to the study investigators through secure login credentials. Only authorized members of the research team will have access to the data.  

This study involves minimal risk. You will not receive any direct benefit from participating in this study. However, information collected may benefit future students and clinical educators by informing the development and refinement of curriculum designed to prepare OMS III students for clinical rotations.  

If you have any questions regarding the survey or this research project in general, please contact the principal investigator, Terry L. Hudgins, at thudgins@rvu.edu.  If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant, please contact the Rocky Vista University IRB Compliance Administrator at 720-874-2481 or ldement@rvu.edu.  

By completing and submitting this survey, you are indicating your consent to participate in this study. 
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End of Block: I

Start of Block: Demographics

Q2 Please indicate your role:
OMS II student at Rocky Vista University (1) 
Physician acting serving as a preceptor for OMS III or OMS IV students (2) 



Q3 What is your specialty?
Family Medicine (1) 
Internal Medicine (2) 
Ob/Gyn (3) 
Pediatrics (4) 
Psychiatry (5) 
Surgery (6) 
Other (7) __________________________________________________



Q4 How many years have you been in clinical practice?
0-5 years (1) 
6-10 years (2) 
11-20 years (3) 
21+ years (4) 



Q16 How many years have you served as a preceptor for medical students?
0-5 years (1) 
6-10 years (2) 
11-20 years (3) 
21+ years (4) 



Q5 What is your primary clinical practice setting?
Academic medical center (1) 
Community hospital (2) 
Private practice (3) 
Rural practice (4) 
Military/Veterans setting (5) 
Other (6) __________________________________________________



Q6 In which state do you practice?
Arizona (1) 
Colorado (2) 
Montana (3) 
Nevada (4) 
Wyoming (5) 
Utah (6) 
Other (7) __________________________________________________



Q51 How many years of patient care experience do you have?
0 (1) 
1-3 (2) 
4-6 (3) 
6+ (4) 



Q7 What is your gender identity?
Woman (1) 
Man (2) 
Non-binary (3) 
Gender diverse (4) 
Prefer not to answer (5) 



Q8 What is your current age?
18-26 (1) 
27-42 (2) 
43-58 (3) 
59-77 (4) 
78+ (5) 
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Q17 Instructions for Vignette Evaluation 
You will be presented with a series of short clinical scenarios involving the behavior of a medical student in a clinical training environment. Each scenario is intentionally brief and may represent situations that could reasonably be interpreted in different ways.  For each vignette, please determine whether the behavior described should be considered professional or unprofessional based on your own judgment. For the purposes of this survey, the following definitions apply: 

Professional behavior – Behavior consistent with professional norms and expectations for medical students in clinical training environments.    
Unprofessional behavior – Actions that violate ethical standards or established professional norms and represent a lapse in professionalism.  

After selecting whether the behavior is professional or unprofessional, you will also be asked to indicate how confident you are in your judgment using the following options: 
· Very confident 
· Somewhat confident  
· Not confident  

Please answer each scenario based on your initial professional judgment, even if the situation seems ambiguous or if you feel that additional context might influence the interpretation.  There are no correct or incorrect answers. The purpose of this study is to understand how different individuals interpret professionalism in clinical contexts  

Vignettes 1) During rounds, a medical student notices that a patient’s blood pressure has been steadily declining since overnight vitals. The resident moves on to the next patient without addressing it. The student hesitates to interrupt rounds and plans to mention it later but does not do so before the team leaves the unit. 
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q18 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q19 2) During afternoon rounds, a medical student notices that a patient’s new laboratory result indicates a potentially serious electrolyte abnormality. The student confirms the value in the chart, reviews the patient’s recent clinical course, and promptly brings the finding to the resident’s attention. When the resident is temporarily unavailable, the student follows the established escalation process and notifies the senior resident, documenting the communication when instructed.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q20 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q21 3) A resident asks a medical student to follow up on a pending imaging study and inform the team if there are concerning findings. The result posts late in the afternoon and shows no acute change. The student assumes no update is necessary and does not notify the residents.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q22 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q23 4) While drafting a progress note, a medical student copies portions of the prior day’s physical exam and updates only the assessment and plan. The student did examine the patient but did not specifically re-check every system documented in the note.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q24 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q25 5) A medical student accesses the chart of a patient they briefly observed in the emergency department earlier in the week, out of curiosity to see the final diagnosis, even though they are no longer involved in the patient’s care.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q26 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q27 6) A medical student arrives 10 minutes late to morning sign-out after staying up late studying for an upcoming exam. The team has already begun discussing patients when the student quietly joins the group.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q28 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q29 7) During rounds, a medical student frequently looks at their phone. When asked, the student explained they were using a medical reference app to look up medication dosing related to the patient being discussed.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q30 How confident are you in your judgment
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q31 8) A medical student presents a patient concisely during rounds but uses casual language and humor when speaking with the resident team. The attending physician does not comment on the interaction.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q32 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q33 9) While speaking with a hospitalized patient who expresses anxiety about their diagnosis, a medical student shares a brief personal story about a family member who experienced a similar illness.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q34 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q35 10) A medical student wears hospital-issued scrubs, clean sneakers, and a visible ID badge while on an inpatient rotation, despite the clerkship handbook recommending business casual attire with a white coat.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q36 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q37 11) A medical student notices that a patient’s discharge paperwork has not been completed but assumes it is the resident’s responsibility and does not mention it, even though the patient has been waiting to leave for several hours.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q38 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q39 12) After receiving feedback that their oral presentations are too detailed, a medical student acknowledges the comment but continues to present in the same style over the next several days without apparent change.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q40 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q41 13) After receiving feedback that their patient presentations lack prioritization, a medical student asks for specific examples and suggestions for improvement. Over the next several days, the student adjusts their presentations to focus on key clinical issues and check in with the residents to confirm that the changes are helpful.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q42 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q43 14) When asked if they have performed a particular physical exam maneuver before, a medical student says “yes” based on having observed it, rather than having done it independently.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q44 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q45 15) During a slow afternoon in clinic, a medical student spends time reviewing question banks on a laptop while remaining available if the preceptor needs assistance.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q46 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q47 16) A medical student discusses a patient’s case with another student in a hospital hallway, using the patient’s diagnosis but not stating the patient’s name.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q48 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q49 17) During rounds, a medical student presents a patient with poorly controlled diabetes and describes the patient as “noncompliant” with medications. Earlier in the week, the team discussed that the patient has limited English proficiency and difficulty affording prescriptions. The student does not reference these factors during the presentation.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q50 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q51 18) A medical student feels mentally exhausted after several long shifts but chooses not to mention it to the team and continues participating in patient care as usual.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q52 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q53 19) During an inpatient rotation, a medical student who is assigned to report to a senior resident becomes concerned about a patient’s pain control. Without first discussing the concern with the resident, the student sends a message directly to the attending physician through the electronic health record.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q54 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q55 20) A medical student independently explains a treatment plan to a patient after hearing it discussed by the team, without explicitly clarifying that they are a student or confirming details with the resident beforehand.
Professional (1) 
Unprofessional (2) 



Q56 How confident are you in your judgment?
Very Confident (1) 
Somewhat Confident (2) 
Not Confident (3) 



Q50 Please provide any comments regarding the scenarios. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

End of Block: Demographics
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