Table 1. Mineral density of artificial initial carious lesions before and after pH cycling.
	Restorative material
	Toothpaste
	n
	Baseline MD (gHAp/cm³)
	MD after pH cycling (gHAp/cm³)
	Change in MD (%)

	Resin composite
	Fluoride
	10
	19.953 ± 2.715
	19.737 ± 2.694
	−0.911 ± 5.620ᵃ

	
	Fluoride + HA
	10
	21.004 ± 3.094
	19.968 ± 2.928†
	−4.785 ± 4.807ᵃᵇ

	
	HA
	10
	21.044 ± 3.514
	18.343 ± 3.325†
	−12.866 ± 5.285ᵇ

	
	No toothpaste
	10
	21.387 ± 2.738
	17.695 ± 3.285†
	−17.333 ± 10.435

	GIC
	Fluoride
	10
	21.752 ± 3.089
	22.875 ± 3.133†
	5.291 ± 3.090ᵃ*

	
	Fluoride + HA
	10
	21.013 ± 3.425
	21.054 ± 3.276
	0.371 ± 4.125ᵇ*

	
	HA
	10
	21.468 ± 3.242
	22.950 ± 3.204†
	7.116 ± 3.884ᵃ*

	
	No toothpaste
	10
	21.429 ± 2.299
	22.090 ± 2.754†
	2.915 ± 2.927ᵃᵇ*


Data are presented as mean ± standard deviation (SD). HA, hydroxyapatite; GIC, glass ionomer cement.
†Significant difference between baseline and post–pH cycling values within the same experimental group (p < 0.05; paired t-test).
Within each restorative material, different lowercase superscript letters in the percentage-change column indicate significant differences among toothpaste groups (p < 0.05; Tukey post hoc test following two-way ANOVA).
*Significant difference between resin composite and GIC for the corresponding toothpaste group (p < 0.05).


