
Table 2. DGE incidence according to anatomical location and operative exposure
	Domain
	Stratum
	DGE/total
	Incidence, %
(95% CI)
	Overall P

	Tumour location
	Distal transverse colon near the splenic flexure
	4/86
	4.65 (1.83–11.35)
	0.192

	
	Splenic flexure
	3/85
	3.53 (1.21–9.87)
	

	
	Middle/upper descending colon
	2/73
	2.74 (0.75–9.45)
	

	
	Lower descending colon
	0/65
	0 (0–5.58)
	

	
	Descending–sigmoid junction
	0/70
	0 (0–5.20)
	

	Proximal–extended operative field
	Yes
	9/244
	3.69 (1.95–6.86)
	0.030

	
	No
	0/135
	0 (0–2.77)
	

	Splenic-flexure mobilisation
	Yes
	9/244
	3.69 (1.95–6.86)
	0.030

	
	No
	0/135
	0 (0–2.77)
	

	IMV ligation level
	Root ligation
	6/116
	5.17 (2.39–10.83)
	0.015

	
	High ligation
	3/128
	2.34 (0.80–6.66)
	

	
	Non-high ligation
	0/135
	0 (0–2.77)
	

	Treitz-adjacent dissection
	Yes
	9/244
	3.69 (1.95–6.86)
	0.030

	
	No
	0/135
	0 (0–2.77)
	


Confidence intervals are Wilson 95% CIs and overall P values are from Fisher’s exact test. The proximal–extended operative-field phenotype, splenic-flexure mobilisation, and Treitz-adjacent dissection coincided completely in this cohort and cannot be attributed separately.
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