
Table 1. Clinical and perioperative characteristics of the study cohort
	Variable
	Overall
(n=379)
	No DGE
(n=370)
	DGE
(n=9)
	P value

	Age, years
	69.0 [59.0–76.0]
	69.0 [59.0–76.0]
	67.0 [65.0–75.0]
	0.958

	BMI, kg/m²
	23.2 [21.1–25.2]
	23.2 [21.2–25.2]
	22.1 [20.7–23.9]
	0.484

	Operating time, min
	132.0 [118.5–147.0]
	132.0 [118.2–147.0]
	136.0 [126.0–146.0]
	0.576

	Intraoperative blood loss, mL
	90.0 [60.0–120.0]
	90.0 [60.0–120.0]
	100.0 [80.0–120.0]
	0.699

	Preoperative albumin, g/L
	38.0 [33.0–43.0]
	38.0 [33.0–43.0]
	36.0 [32.0–41.0]
	0.582

	Maximum tumour diameter, cm
	4.5 [3.0–5.5]
	4.2 [3.0–5.5]
	4.5 [4.0–5.5]
	0.419

	Male sex
	242 (63.9%)
	236 (63.8%)
	6 (66.7%)
	1.000

	Type 2 diabetes mellitus
	129 (34.0%)
	126 (34.1%)
	3 (33.3%)
	1.000

	Preoperative anxiety (GAD-7 ≥10)
	120 (31.7%)
	117 (31.6%)
	3 (33.3%)
	1.000

	Previous abdominal surgery
	130 (34.3%)
	126 (34.1%)
	4 (44.4%)
	0.500

	Preoperative colonic obstruction
	65 (17.2%)
	62 (16.8%)
	3 (33.3%)
	0.188

	Net-positive fluid balance >1000 mL, postoperative days 1–7
	75 (19.8%)
	71 (19.2%)
	4 (44.4%)
	0.080


Data are median [interquartile range] or n (%). Continuous variables were compared using the Mann–Whitney U test and categorical variables using Fisher’s exact test. Postoperative fluid balance was an exploratory time-overlapping variable.
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