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	ABSTRACT
Background: The primary health care system is accessible to all communities globally. Each provides specialized skills to address the antenatal care needs of pregnant women across all communities. Antenatal care is defined as the routine care of pregnant women provided between conception and the onset of labour. However, Antenatal clients seem not to access care early, before 12 weeks of confirmed pregnancy.
Subject and Methods: The study followed a qualitative, exploratory, descriptive, contextual design and a descriptive phenomenological method to allow in-depth exploration of pregnant women's experiences of access-related barriers to early antenatal booking. The population is pregnant women visiting the facility for care first time in this pregnancy. Purposive sampling was done to gather information from the participants as they experienced the phenomenon under study. Data was collected through unstructured interviews, and responses were audiotaped and transcribed. Data analysis followed a thematic approach based on Colizzi six steps. 
Results: Three themes and Nine sub-themes emerged from the study: Literacy and Knowledge Barriers to Early ANC Attendance, with five sub-themes; Lack of understanding of the early booking, English medium is a barrier to communicating ANC messages to pregnant women, antenatal clients do not know the signs of pregnancy they associate it with illness, Failure to comply with test results given by midwives at the clinic, and Multiparas use their experiences to learn and confirm the signs; Socio-Economic Barrier with two sub-themes; Transport money a reason for late booking, Traveling long distances to the clinic; and Health System Barrier with two sub-themes; Health professionals' attitudes, a barrier to early antenatal booking, health Facilities Conditions Reasons for failing to attend ANC. Trustworthiness and  Ethical principles were adhered to. 
Conclusion: The study results may inform policy-making, nursing practice, and further research. 
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	2. Human Ethics and Consent to Participate declarations are missing. Please ensure that all the necessary declarations are listed in the manuscript. Please refer to the submission guidelines for more information. If not applicable, please provide the following declaration in the manuscript: ‘Human Ethics and Consent to Participate declarations: not applicable’.

	Declaration of Helsinki
[bookmark: _Toc155211009][bookmark: _Toc163129245]This study was conducted in accordance with the ethical principles outlined in the Declaration of Helsinki, and its subsequent amendments. Ethical approval was obtained from the University of Pretoria ethics review committee prior to the commencement of the study (Ethics Reference No: 45/2021). All participants were provided with comprehensive information regarding the purpose, procedures, potential benefits, and possible risks associated with the research and voluntarily provided informed consent before participation. Participants' autonomy, dignity, privacy, confidentiality, and right to withdraw from the study at any stage without penalty were respected and protected throughout the research process.
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	Disclaimer
The views, interpretations, and conclusions presented in this article are solely those of the authors and are based on the findings of their scholarly research. These perspectives do not necessarily represent the official policies, positions, or viewpoints of any affiliated institutions, funding bodies, agencies, or the publisher. The authors assume full responsibility for the accuracy, integrity, and content of the study, including its results and conclusions.
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	3. Please provide a Consent to Participate declaration in the manuscript. Every human participant should provide their consent.
	Consent to Participate Declaration
Written informed consent was obtained from all participants before their inclusion in the study. Participation was voluntary, and participants were informed of their right to withdraw from the study at any time without prejudice.
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	Ethical approval 
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	Data availability
The datasets generated and analysed during the present study are not publicly accessible in order to safeguard the privacy, confidentiality, and anonymity of the participants. However, the data may be obtained from the corresponding author upon reasonable request and subject to appropriate ethical considerations.
	23






