Written informed consent (N=50)
Excluded for having familial form of ALS (N=2)
Candidates evaluated for eligibility from 2017 until 2014 (N=210)
Written informed consent (N=50)
Totally included (N=50)
Adequacy of CSF and serum (N=50)

Excluded due to parkinsonism (N=1) and breast cancer (N=1)
Excluded due to hemolysis (N=4) 
Absence of comorbidities, such as:
i)active infections at sample collection or 4 weeks prior to sample collection, ii)autoimmune disorders, iii)malignancies, iv)other neurodegenerative disorders (N=54)
Absence of neurological condition affecting motor neurons (N=56)

Blood tests with values within normal range (N=56)
Excluded due to increased leukocytes (N=1), increased creatinine (N=2), increased glucose levels (N=1)
Excluded due to non-Greek origin (N=2)
Greek origin (N=60)

Excluded for not being age and sex matched (N=8)
Age and sex matched to ALS patients (N=62)
Patients screened for the disease-control group (N=70)
Totally included (N=50)
Written informed consent (N=50)
Adequacy serum samples (N=50)

Excluded due to hemolysis (N=3) 
Excluded due to previous viral infection (N=2) and migraine under treatment  (N=1)
Absence of i)neurological disorders, ii)active infections at sample collection or 4 weeks prior to sample collection, iii)autoimmune disorders, iv)malignancies (N=53)  
Blood tests with values within normal range (N=57)
Excluded due to increased leukocytes (N=2), increased hepatic enzymes (N=1)
Greek origin (N=60)

Excluded due to non-Greek origin (N=1)
Age and sex matched to ALS patients (N=61)
Excluded for not being age and sex matched (N=6)
Candidates screened for the healthy-control group (N=67)
Excluded due to hemolysis (N=2) and insufficient amount of CSF (N=1)
Excluded due to testicular cancer (N=1) and frontotemporal dementia (N=2)

Adequacy of CSF and serum (N=50)

Absence of comorbidities, such as:
i) active infections at sample collection or 4 weeks prior to sample collection, ii)autoimmune disorders, iii)malignancies, iv)other neurodegenerative disorders
(N=53)
Excluded due to renal failure (N=1)
Blood tests with values within normal range (N=56)
Complete disease history and clinical information (age, symptoms at disease onset, disease duration until sample collection and ALSFRS-R at diagnosis) (N=57)
Excluded due to non-Greek origin (N=2)
Totally included (N=50)
Sporadic ALS forms (N=57)
Greek origin (N=59)
Age  18 years (N=61)
Excluded for not meeting the diagnostic criteria for definite ALS (N=12)
Sample collection at diagnosis (N=61) 
Definite ALS diagnosis, according to the Revised El Escorial criteria (N=61)
ALS patients screened (N=73)
Online Resource 1 Flow diagram presenting the participant selection process with inclusion/exclusion criteria for ALS patients, disease-controls and healthy controls.


