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From student voice to visible influence: A mixed-methods needs analysis of medical student partnership engagement across Türkiye
English-language version of the semi-structured focus-group interview guide
Note for supplementary publication:
This document presents an English-language translation of the semi-structured focus-group interview guide used in the study. The guide was developed specifically for this study on the basis of the preliminary survey findings. The original focus groups were conducted in Turkish. Follow-up prompts were used when needed to encourage clarification, elaboration, and concrete examples.
Focus-group questions
Question 1
What does student engagement through partnership mean to you in practice?
Optional follow-up prompts:
· In your experience, what is the difference between asking students for their views and establishing a partnership with students? 
· Can you give concrete examples from your medical school that you consider close to partnership? 
· Can you give examples that you consider far from partnership? 

Question 2
What do you expect from your institution regarding student partnership? How do you think a medical school can support student partnership?
Optional follow-up prompts:
· What mechanisms, processes, or attitudes enable students to participate more effectively? 
· What makes it easier for students to contribute? 
· What makes it more difficult for students to contribute? 

Question 3
If you had a magic wand and could change one thing first to make student engagement through partnership as effective as possible in medical schools, what would you change? Why?
Optional follow-up prompts:
· What problem would this change address? 
· What currently prevents this change from happening? 
· If this change were implemented, what would be different for students? 
· What would be different for faculty members? 
· What would be different for the institution? 

Question 4
If, at the end of this study, we could communicate one main message to medical schools on behalf of students, what do you think that message should be?
Optional follow-up prompts:
· Is there anything you would particularly not want to be misunderstood? 
· What do medical schools especially need to hear about student partnership that they may not usually hear? 

