Table 1. Severity and prevalence of cassava root rots according to region and topographic position in western Côte d'Ivoire

	Region
	Topographic position
	n plots
	N plants
	Mean DSI (0–4) ± SD
	Median
	Prevalence (%)

	Tonkpi
	Summit/plateau
	29
	290
	0.07 ± 0.10
	0.00
	16.9

	
	Slope/mid-slope
	28
	280
	0.23 ± 0.43
	0.00
	31.4

	
	Lowland
	28
	280
	0.80 ± 0.94
	0.00
	37.5

	Guémon
	Summit/plateau
	23
	230
	0.12 ± 0.15
	0.00
	25.2

	
	Slope/mid-slope
	22
	220
	0.34 ± 0.53
	0.00
	41.4

	
	Lowland
	23
	230
	0.78 ± 0.93
	0.00
	38.3

	Cavally
	Summit/plateau
	13
	130
	0.46 ± 0.67
	0.19
	52.3

	
	Slope/mid-slope
	13
	130
	1.13 ± 1.07
	0.71
	67.7

	
	Lowland
	13
	130
	2.00 ± 1.25
	1.49
	81.5




DSI (score 0–4), Disease Severity Index expressed as the mean score on the 0–4 ordinal scale; SD, standard deviation; N, number of plants assessed; n, number of plots. DSI means ± SD, medians, and prevalence were computed at the plant level (N = 1,920). To guarantee strict independence of sampling units and avoid pseudo-replication, the inferential Kruskal–Wallis test was conducted on the 192 plot means. Prevalence corresponds to the proportion of plants exhibiting visible necroses (DSI > 0). The slight inequalities in stratum sizes reflect accessibility constraints and the availability of mature plots during the field surveys
