Table 1. Characteristics of the study population
	
	NS (n=86)
	NNS (n=195)
	χ²/Z
	P value

	Age, years
	51.00 (36.50, 58.25)
	35.00 (26.00, 55.00)
	–4.502
	<0.001

	Male, n (%)
	66 (76.74%)
	74 (37.95%)
	
	

	Female, n (%)
	20 (23.26%)
	121 (62.05%)
	35.930
	<0.001

	Serum parameters
	
	
	
	

	Serum glucose
(mmol/L)
	5.17 (4.81,6.07)
	4.76 (4.39,5.12)
	–3.101
	0.002

	Serum IgG
	11.46 (9.27,12.77)
	11.27 (9.74,12.96)
	–0.094
	0.094

	Serum chloride
	105.25 (103.85,107.18)
	106.00 (104.00,107.00)
	–0.857
	0.392

	Serum total bilirubin
	12.91 (8.91,17.59)
	10.60 (8.36,13.50)
	–2.637
	0.008

	Serum ALT
	19.00 (13.75,31.00)
	15.00 (11.00,23.00)
	–2.311
	0.021

	Serum creatinine
	59.05 (49.98,68.50)
	52.90 (45.80,64.20)
	–4.670
	<0.001

	CSF parameters
	
	
	
	

	Pandy’s test positive, n (%)
	43 (50.00%)
	7 (3.60%)
	86.520
	<0.001

	CSF albumin (g/L)
	0.60 (0.46,0.74)
	0.32 (0.25,0.40)
	–9.705
	<0.001

	CSF glucose (mmol/L)
	3.47 (3.13,4.04)
	3.39 (3.17,3.67)
	–1.872
	0.061

	CSF WBC count
(×10⁶/L)
	7.50 (3.00,36.50)
	1.00 (1.00,3.00)
	–8.768
	<0.001

	CSF chloride
	124.85 (122.76,125.63)
	123.00 (122.00,124.70)
	–3.728
	<0.001

	CSF IgG
	92.85 (55.48,149.25)
	30.30 (20.90,40.60)
	–10.443
	<0.001

	Qalb (×10⁻³)
	9.41 (6.64,11.17)
	4.96 (3.72,6.21)
	–9.247
	<0.001


Data are presented as n (%) for categorical variables and median (P25, P75) for continuous variables with non–normal distributions. Between–group comparisons were performed using the chi–square test for categorical variables and the Mann–Whitney U test for continuous variables. Qalb, cerebrospinal fluid/serum albumin quotient; CSF, cerebrospinal fluid; WBC, white blood cell; IgG, immunoglobulin G; ALT, alanine aminotransferase. A two–sided P value <0.05 was considered statistically significant.

