Appendix A. Robustness Checks
Tables A1-A7 report robustness checks for the pooled CEE-West interaction model.

Table A1. Robustness to Alternative Election Measures: Pooled CEE-West Interaction Model; Election-year dummy
	Dependent variable:
	Primary balance

	Variables
	(I)
Western EU baseline
	(II)
CEE-West differential
	(III)
Implied CEE effect

	PBᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.602***
	
	

	
	(0.042)
	
	

	Electionᵢₜ
	-0.285
	-0.217
	-0.501*

	
	(0.237)
	(0.321)
	(0.211)

	SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.069
	0.061
	0.130

	
	(0.239)
	(0.201)
	(0.198)

	Electionᵢₜ × SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.053
	-0.286
	-0.233

	
	(0.265)
	(0.351)
	(0.246)

	Inflationᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	-0.002
	
	

	
	(0.013)
	
	

	Interestᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.279*
	
	

	
	(0.128)
	
	

	Debtᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.022**
	
	

	
	(0.007)
	
	

	Gap,ₜ
	0.101***
	
	

	
	(0.027)
	
	

	Observations 
	730

	Adjusted R2
	0.708


Notes: This specification replaces the fractional election-exposure measure used in Table 4 with a binary election-year dummy equal to one if a parliamentary election was held in country i during year t, and zero otherwise. Unlike the fractional measure, the dummy does not distinguish between elections held early and late in the calendar year. Column (I) reports the estimated effect for Western EU countries, column (II) reports the CEE–Western EU differential, and column (III) reports the implied effect for CEE countries, calculated as the sum of columns (I) and (II). The model includes country and year fixed effects. Standard errors clustered at the country level are reported in parentheses. Significance levels: *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, . p < 0.10


Table A2. Robustness to Alternative Election Measures: Pooled CEE-West Interaction Model; Electoral-window dummy
	Dependent variable:
	Primary balance

	Variables
	(I)
Western EU baseline
	(II)
CEE-West differential
	(III)
Implied CEE effect

	PBᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.602***
	
	

	
	(0.041)
	
	

	Electionᵢₜ
	-0.281
	-0.197
	-0.478*

	
	(0.162)
	(0.248)
	(0.168)

	SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.073
	0.199
	0.272

	
	(0.227)
	(0.204)
	(0.217)

	Electionᵢₜ × SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.346
	-0.472
	-0.126

	
	(0.178)
	(0.290)
	(0.202)

	Inflationᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	-0.003
	
	

	
	(0.013)
	
	

	Interestᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.275*
	
	

	
	(0.129)
	
	

	Debtᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.022**
	
	

	
	(0.007)
	
	

	Gap,ₜ
	0.100***
	
	

	
	(0.028)
	
	

	Observations 
	730

	Adjusted R2
	0.709


Notes: This specification replaces the fractional election-exposure measure used in Table 4 with an electoral-window dummy equal to one in the election year and in the immediately preceding calendar year, and zero otherwise. The measure allows for the possibility that election-related fiscal adjustments begin before the calendar year in which an election takes place. Column (I) reports the estimated effect for Western EU countries, column (II) reports the CEE–Western EU differential, and column (III) reports the implied effect for CEE countries, calculated as the sum of columns (I) and (II). The model includes country and year fixed effects. Standard errors clustered at the country level are reported in parentheses. Significance levels: *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, . p < 0.10

Table A3. Robustness to Crisis-Year Exclusions: Pooled CEE-West Interaction Model; Excluding 2008-2013
	Dependent variable:
	Primary balance

	Variables
	(I)
Western EU baseline
	(II)
CEE-West differential
	(III)
Implied CEE effect

	PBᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.586***
	
	

	
	(0.052)
	
	

	Electionᵢₜ
	-0.370
	-0.305
	-0.674*

	
	(0.224)
	(0.391)
	(0.302)

	SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.091
	0.333*
	0.424

	
	(0.187)
	(0.155)
	(0.182)

	Electionᵢₜ × SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.323
	-0.518
	-0.195

	
	(0.225)
	(0.381)
	(0.316)

	Inflationᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	-0.004
	
	

	
	(0.014)
	
	

	Interestᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.213
	
	

	
	(0.124)
	
	

	Debtᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.017*
	
	

	
	(0.007)
	
	

	Gap,ₜ
	0.076
	
	

	
	(0.042)
	
	

	Observations 
	568

	Adjusted R2
	0.749


Notes: The model excludes the years 2008–2013, covering the global financial crisis and the European sovereign debt crisis. All other variables and estimation procedures correspond to the regional interaction specification. Column (I) reports the estimated effect for Western EU countries, column (II) the CEE–Western EU differential, and column (III) the implied effect for CEE countries. Country and year fixed effects are included. Standard errors clustered at the country level are reported in parentheses. Significance levels: *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, . p < 0.10


Table A4. Robustness to Crisis-Year Exclusions: Pooled CEE-West Interaction Model; Excluding 2020-2021
	Dependent variable:
	Primary balance

	Variables
	(I)
Western EU baseline
	(II)
CEE-West differential
	(III)
Implied CEE effect

	PBᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.608**
	
	

	
	(0.042)
	
	

	Electionᵢₜ
	-0.736
	0.269
	-0.467**

	
	(0.518)
	(0.545)
	(0.157)

	SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.008
	0.145
	0.152

	
	(0.221)
	(0.185)
	(0.207)

	Electionᵢₜ × SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.629
	-0.711
	-0.082

	
	(0.556)
	(0.633)
	(0.287)

	Inflationᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	-0.002
	
	

	
	(0.014)
	
	

	Interestᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.205
	
	

	
	(0.145)
	
	

	Debtᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.027*
	
	

	
	(0.008)
	
	

	Gap,ₜ
	0.088**
	
	

	
	(0.027)
	
	

	Observations 
	676

	Adjusted R2
	0.684


Notes: The model excludes the COVID-19 pandemic years 2020–2021. All other variables and estimation procedures correspond to the regional interaction specification. Column (I) reports the estimated effect for Western EU countries, column (II) the CEE–Western EU differential, and column (III) the implied effect for CEE countries. Country and year fixed effects are included. Standard errors clustered at the country level are reported in parentheses. Significance levels: *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, . p < 0.10

Table A5. Robustness to Crisis-Year Exclusions: Pooled CEE-West Interaction Model; Excluding 2008-2013 and 2020-2021
	Dependent variable:
	Primary balance

	Variables
	(I)
Western EU baseline
	(II)
CEE-West differential
	(III)
Implied CEE effect

	PBᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.597*
	
	

	
	(0.052)
	
	

	Electionᵢₜ
	-0.463*
	-0.144
	-0.607*

	
	(0.217)
	(0.377)
	(0.286)

	SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.010
	0.271
	0.281

	
	(0.185)
	(0.163)
	(0.188)

	Electionᵢₜ × SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.199
	-0.269
	-0.070

	
	(0.252)
	(0.429)
	(0.360)

	Inflationᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	-0.004
	
	

	
	(0.015)
	
	

	Interestᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.154
	
	

	
	(0.136)
	
	

	Debtᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.022*
	
	

	
	(0.009)
	
	

	Gap,ₜ
	0.051
	
	

	
	(0.042)
	
	

	Observations 
	514

	Adjusted R2
	0.692


Notes: The model excludes 2008–2013 and 2020–2021. These exclusions remove the global financial crisis, the European sovereign debt crisis, and the COVID-19 pandemic period. All other variables and estimation procedures correspond to the regional interaction specification. Column (I) reports the estimated effect for Western EU countries, column (II) the CEE–Western EU differential, and column (III) the implied effect for CEE countries. Country and year fixed effects are included. Standard errors clustered at the country level are reported in parentheses. Significance levels: *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, . p < 0.10

Table A6. Robustness to Excluding the Lagged Dependent Variable: Pooled CEE-West Interaction Model; Static specification without PB(i,t-1)
	Dependent variable:
	Primary balance

	Variables
	(I)
Western EU baseline
	(II)
CEE-West differential
	(III)
Implied CEE effect

	Electionᵢₜ
	-0.737
	0.319
	-0.418*

	
	(0.474)
	(0.536)
	(0.181)

	SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.144
	0.380
	0.523

	
	(0.362)
	(0.338)
	(0.368)

	Electionᵢₜ × SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.962
	-1.444*
	-0.482

	
	(0.566)
	(0.686)
	(0.342)

	Inflationᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	-0.004
	
	

	
	(0.014)
	
	

	Interestᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.680*
	
	

	
	(0.291)
	
	

	Debtᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.014
	
	

	
	(0.021)
	
	

	Gap,ₜ
	0.221***
	
	

	
	(0.054)
	
	

	Observations 
	730

	Adjusted R2
	0.533


Notes: This specification omits the lagged primary balance from the baseline regional interaction model. It therefore does not explicitly model fiscal persistence. All remaining variables and estimation procedures are unchanged. Column (I) reports the estimated effect for Western EU countries, column (II) the CEE–Western EU differential, and column (III) the implied effect for CEE countries. Country and year fixed effects are included. Standard errors clustered at the country level are reported in parentheses. Significance levels: *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, . p < 0.10

Table A7. Bias-corrected dynamic fixed-effects estimates for the pooled CEE-West interaction model
	Dependent variable:
	Primary balance

	Variables
	(I)
Western EU baseline
	(II)
CEE-West differential
	(III)
Implied CEE effect

	PBᵢ,t-1
	0.691***
	
	

	
	(0.052)
	
	

	Electionᵢₜ
	-0.386
	-0.111
	-0.497

	
	(0.380)
	(0.590)
	(0.455)

	SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.328
	0.122
	0.450

	
	(0.359)
	(0.797)
	(0.764)

	Electionᵢₜ × SFRIᵢ,ₜ₋₁
	0.625*
	-0.677*
	-0.052

	
	(0.306)
	(0.337)
	(0.567)

	Observations 
	730


Notes: The table reports half-panel jackknife bias-corrected fixed-effects estimates for the pooled CEE-West interaction model. Bootstrap standard errors based on country-level resampling are reported in parentheses. The correction is used as a diagnostic check for the sensitivity of the dynamic fixed-effects specification to potential bias from the lagged dependent variable. The specification includes the same macroeconomic controls as the regional interaction model: lagged public debt, output gap, lagged inflation, and lagged interest payments. Country and year fixed effects are included. Column (I) reports the Western EU baseline effect, column (II) the CEE-West differential, and column (III) the implied CEE effect. Significance levels: *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, . p < 0.10.

