Tables legends: 

Table 1: Baseline and clinical characteristics of patients with bronchiectasis. 
	Characteristic
	Short-course group (n=42)
	Long-course group (n=60)
	χ²/t value
	P value

	Age (years)
	58.05 ± 10.35
	60.56 ± 12.34
	—
	0.28

	Sex
	
	
	0.05
	0.83

	Male
	18 (43%)
	27 (45%)
	
	

	Female
	24 (57%)
	33 (55%)
	
	

	Lifestyle characteristics
	
	
	
	

	Smoking
	12 (29%)
	14 (23%)
	0.36
	0.55

	Alcohol consumption
	8 (19%)
	11 (18%)
	0.01
	0.93

	Clinical characteristics
	
	
	
	

	Cough and expectoration
	36 (86%)
	50 (83%)
	0.11
	0.74

	Pulmonary crackles
	29 (69%)
	38 (63%)
	0.36
	0.55

	Chest tightness
	16 (38%)
	13 (22%)
	3.28
	0.07

	Fever
	28 (67%)
	33 (55%)
	1.40
	0.24

	Hemoptysis
	9 (21%)
	11 (18%)
	0.15
	0.70



Data are presented as n (%) or mean ± standard deviation. Comparisons were made using the chi-square test for categorical variables and the unpaired Student's t-test for continuous variables. 



Table 2: Serial inflammatory markers during follow-up, by treatment duration. 
	Index
	Short-course group (n=42)
	
	
	Long-course group (n=60)
	
	

	
	Before treatment
	1 month
	12 months
	Before treatment
	1 month
	12 months

	White blood cell count (10⁹/L)
	10.21 ± 3.68
	6.26 ± 2.88
	6.09 ± 3.13
	11.94 ± 3.25*
	6.74 ± 2.56
	6.32 ± 2.69

	Neutrophil count (10⁹/L)
	8.35 ± 2.81
	3.82 ± 1.03
	3.76 ± 1.34
	9.92 ± 2.67**
	4.03 ± 1.25
	4.01 ± 1.62

	Interleukin-6 (IL-6, pg/mL)
	15.86 ± 6.95
	7.28 ± 3.21
	6.29 ± 3.68
	17.44 ± 6.88
	6.52 ± 3.02
	5.96 ± 2.66

	Serum amyloid A (SAA, mg/L)
	10.34 ± 3.52
	5.42 ± 3.05
	4.97 ± 2.28
	12.02 ± 4.65
	6.02 ± 2.56
	5.63 ± 2.17

	C-reactive protein (CRP, mg/L)
	41.05 ± 8.24
	12.34 ± 4.21
	9.56 ± 3.26
	45.38 ± 9.55*
	14.04 ± 5.66
	10.52 ± 4.12

	Procalcitonin (PCT, ng/mL)
	0.28 ± 0.05
	0.12 ± 0.03
	0.07 ± 0.02
	0.30 ± 0.06
	0.11 ± 0.03
	0.08 ± 0.01



Data are presented as mean ± standard deviation. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, significantly different from the values in the short-course group (unadjusted comparison).  






Table 3: Serial spirometric parameters during follow-up, by treatment duration.  
	Index
	Short-course group (n=42)
	
	
	Long-course group (n=60)
	
	

	
	Before treatment
	1 month
	12 months
	Before treatment
	1 month
	12 months

	FEV₁ (L)
	1.29 ± 0.31
	1.61 ± 0.44
	1.82 ± 0.46
	1.25 ± 0.28
	1.58 ± 0.39
	1.65 ± 0.42*

	FVC (L)
	2.38 ± 0.32
	2.63 ± 0.34
	2.74 ± 0.30
	2.40 ± 0.30
	2.61 ± 0.27
	2.63 ± 0.23

	FEV₁/FVC ratio (%)
	53.68 ± 5.26
	61.74 ± 6.55
	68.20 ± 6.84
	50.86 ± 6.05
	62.34 ± 6.49
	62.98 ± 7.21***

	PEF (L/s)
	2.79 ± 0.30
	3.23 ± 0.41
	3.56 ± 0.36
	2.81 ± 0.28
	3.28 ± 0.37
	3.45 ± 0.44



Data are presented as mean ± standard deviation. *P < 0.05, ***P < 0.001, significantly different from the values in the short-course group (unadjusted comparison).  After ANCOVA adjustment for baseline FEV₁/FVC, the 12-month between-group differences remained significant (adjusted P<0.05). The improvement from baseline may partly represent regression to the mean. 









Table 4: SGRQ domain scores at baseline and 12 months, by treatment duration. 
	Index
	Short-course group (n=42)
	
	Long-course group (n=60)
	

	
	Before treatment
	12 months
	Before treatment
	12 months

	Symptom score
	64.05 ± 11.49
	43.37 ± 8.94
	67.04 ± 12.14
	46.37 ± 10.05

	Activity score
	75.08 ± 13.54
	52.26 ± 8.59
	78.16 ± 11.46
	57.24 ± 9.47**

	Impact score
	61.45 ± 9.74
	48.65 ± 10.35
	64.43 ± 10.22
	53.86 ± 11.05*



Data are presented as mean ± standard deviation. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, significantly different from the values in the short-course group (unadjusted comparison). After ANCOVA adjustment for baseline SGRQ scores, the 12-month between-group differences in activity and impact scores remained significant (adjusted P<0.05). 














Table 5:  One-year prognosis by P. aeruginosa load and treatment duration in bronchiectasis. 
	Variable
	Short-course group (n=42)
	Long-course group (n=60)
	
	P-value (Overall)

	
	Low P. aeruginosa load (n=42)
	Low P. aeruginosa load (n=32)
	High P. aeruginosa load (n=28)
	

	Rehospitalization
	18 (42.8%)
	13 (40.6%)
	14 (50.0%)
	0.749†

	BSI severity at readmission
	(n=18)
	(n=13)
	(n=14)
	

	Mild-to-moderate
	17/18 (94.4%)
	11/13 (84.6%)
	8/14 (57.1%)
	—

	Severe
	1/18 (5.6%)
	2/13 (15.4%)
	6/14 (42.9%)
	0.029††

	Antibiotic-free interval
	
	
	
	

	≤6 months
	4 (9.5%)
	3 (9.4%)
	8 (28.6%)
	0.052†††

	>6 months
	14 (33.3%)
	10 (31.3%)
	6 (21.4%)
	0.543†††

	No antibiotic reuse
	24 (57.1%)
	19 (59.4%)
	14 (50.0%)
	0.749†††



Data are presented as n (%). Percentages for rehospitalization and antibiotic re-initiation intervals use the full subgroup as denominator (n/N_total). BSI severity at readmission is reported for rehospitalized patients only, with percentages calculated within each rehospitalized subgroup (n/N_rehospitalized); the number of rehospitalized patients per subgroup is indicated in the row header. All high-load patients received long-course therapy by clinician decision. 
† Rehospitalization rate: χ² test (3×2). †† BSI severity (among rehospitalized): χ² test (3×2). 
††† Antibiotic interval categories: χ² tests (3×2). 
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